
 

Semester  IV 

Course *1 U.G 

Paper Code B2HS230411T 

Paper Title The Making of Modern Europe: 1780-1939 

No. of Credits *2 4 

Theory / Practical / 

Composite 

Theory 

Minimum No. of 

preparatory hours per week 

a student has to devote 

 

Number of Modules 2 

Syllabus  Module:1 (18 Lectures) 

1. The Old Regime in 

Europe: an overview. The 

Enlightenment in National 

Contexts. 

2. The Era of the French 

Revolution, 1789-1815 

a) Origin, development and 

impact on France and Europe 

(1789-1799)  

b) The Eighteenth Brumaire 

and the rise of Napoleon from 

Consul to Emperor. The impact 

of Napoleonic rule in France and 

Europe. ( 1799-1815)  

3. Restoration and 

Revolution (1815-1848); 

Conflict between forces of 

conservatism and liberalism, 

democracy, nationalism and 

socialism; mid-century 

upheavals in Europe.  



4. Industrialisation in 

Europe: Britain, France, 

Germany and Russia.  

5. Nationalism in Europe: 

Italian and German Unifications; 

Impact on the multi-national 

Empires. 

Module: 2: (18 Lectures) 

1. Europe, 1871-1914. The Era of Imperialism. European 

expansion, the System of Alliances and the International 

anarchy. The First World War-  historical debates about 

its origin.  

2. End of Tsarist Russia and the Bolshevik Revolution.  

3. Post War Peace Settlement. The elusive peace- the 1920s.  

4. Europe and the Great Depression; immediate and long-

term effects.  

5. Rise of Totalitarianism: Fascism in Italy; Nazism in 

Germany. 

6. The Slide to War in the 1930s.  

7. The Second World War:  historical debates about its 

origin.  

 

 

Learning Outcomes  The paper will enable students to have a basic and clear idea 

of European History from 1780-1939. It will help students 

to develop their knowledge regarding major events and 

intellectual currents that engulfed the world during that 

period. 

Reading/Reference Lists  Essential Readings- 

1. David Thomson, Europe Since Napoleon 

2. E J Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution, 1789-

1848 

3. E J Hobsbawm, The Age of Capital, 1848-1871 

4. E J Hobsbawm, The Age of Empire ,1871- 1914  

5. Jonathan Sperber, Revolutionary Europe, 1780-

1950 

 

Suggested Readings- 

1. Harold James, Europe Reborn: a  History, 

1914 - 2000  

2. George Rude, Revolutionary Europe, 1789-

1815 

3. William Doyle, The Oxford History of the 

French Revolution 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation  

 

 

Theory 

CIA: 5(CIA)+20(Mid-

Sem)+5 (Attendance)=30 

Semester Exam: 70 

 

Paper Structure for  

Theory Semester Exam 

Total Marks: 70 

Two modules of 35 marks each. 

(5 questions of 2 marks from 7 options: 2X5=10 

3 questions of 5 marks from 5 options: 5X3=15 

1 question of 10 marks from 2 options: 10x1=10) 

 

 


