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Syllabus  Module 1 = 19 LECTURES 

 

I. The Mauryan Period (c. 325 BCE-185 BCE) = 7 

LECTURES 

a. Polity and Administration; Asokan Dhamma 

b. Economy and Urban Growth. 

c. Decline. 

 

II. Post-Mauryan Era (c 200 BCE- 300 CE) = 5 

LECTURES 

Political Powers; Economy and Urban Developments 

 

III. The Imperial Guptas (c 300 CE- 500 CE) = 7 

LECTURES 

a. Expansion and Consolidation of the Gupta Empire 

b. Economic Features- Agrarian expansion: Land 

grants, changing production relations; Trade. 

 

Module 2 = 17 LECTURES 

 

I Traits in the Society and Religion (c 300 BCE- 500 

CE) = 10 LECTURES 

 

[a] Social stratifications: Varna, Proliferation of Jati, 

Untouchability; Position of Women 

[b] Religious trends: Gradual Consolidation of 

Brahmanical Tradition; Challenges posed to 

Brahmanism. 

 

II Cultural Developments: Conflict and Assimilation (c 

300 BCE- 500 CE) = 7 LECTURES 

[a] A Brief Survey of Literature: Sanskrit Literature, 

Tamil Sangam Literature, 

Scientific and Technical treatises. 

 [b] Art and Architecture. 



Learning Outcomes Learning Outcomes: 

This paper will enable students to develop comprehensive 

knowledge of the political, social, economic and cultural 

characters of early India spanned from third century BCE to 

fifth century CE. As it is well known, this is a very 

significant period in Indian history when not only two pan-

Indian empires emerged along with other considerably 

important powers, but also developments of new political 

ideologies, cultural growth, religious trends took place. 

Students of History should be familiar with such fascinating 

historical traits because these are able to affect the 

interpretation of ancient Indian history in a large scale, even 

in present days. Study of these periods will help students to 

understand the relevance of present discussion and research. 

The course has been designed in a way so that it will help to 

improve students’ analytical ability and guide them if they 

opt for further research. Moreover, learning of this paper in 

a thorough way will help students in the competitive 

examinations. 
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Evaluation  

 

 

Theory 

CIA:5+ Mid Sem:20+ 

Attendance: 5 

Semester Exam: 70 

Practical (if applicable) 

CA: 

Semester Exam: 

Paper Structure for  

Theory Semester Exam 

End Semester Exam: 70 

Two modules of 35 marks each. 

(3 questions of 5 marks from 5 options: 3X5=15 

2 questions of 10 marks from 3 options: 2X10=20) 

 


