Syllabus template

Semester: VI

Programme : Sociology

Course : Kinship

Paper code: C350230611T

Credits: 4

Hours/week : 4

Category: Core/MDC/SEC/VAC : Core

Theory / Practical / Composite : Theory

No of Modules : 2

Course Overview: The course will introduce students to a critical study of the institutions
of Kinship, Marriage and Family. It will explore their theoretical foundation and will
interrogate their changing patterns. The course will aim at approaching the alternative and
complex forms that these have taken in order to explore a more plural approach to the study

of kinship, marriage and family.

Course Outcome:

1. Remember the theoretical approaches to the anthropological study of Kinship including

descent, alliance, Marxist, Cultural and feminist.

2. Understand the typologies of marriage and family and its social significance.

3. Demonstrate the changing patterns in Kinship, Marriage and family through new
reproductive technologies, surrogacy, alternative forms of kinship and family in context of
Hijra Kinship or Chosen Families of LGBTQ community, single studies.

4. Analyze the theoretical approaches to Kinship Marriage and Family in the light of

contemporary transformations.

5. Evaluate the complex trajectories and new directions in kinship, marriage and family

studies.

6. Develop respect, appreciation and a whole hearted avowal of cultural differences.

Prerequisites: Basic knowledge about any prior course

SYLLABUS

UNIT/Module | CONTENT HOURS or co COGNITIVE
NUMBER Mapping | LEVEL
OF CLASSES
I Module 1 2 Cco1 K1
C02 K2
Kinship Cco3 K3
Basic concepts co4 K4
Theories : Descent, Alliance, Marxist and CO5 K5
Culturalist. CO6 K6

Re-casting Kinship

Kinship and Gender:




Beyond Consanguinities and affinities

New Reproductive Technologies

Il Module 2 2 co1 K1
COo2 K2
Marriage co3 K3
. co4 K4
Typologies
ypelog CO5 K5
Feminist critiques of marriage Co6 K6

Changing Patterns
Family

Typologies
Theories

Changing Patterns

Text Books

1. Beattie, Joanne. 1999. ‘Kinship’, Other Cultures: Aims, Methods and Achievements in
Social Anthropology. London: Routledge.pp- 93-116

2. Banard, Allan. 2011. ‘Elementary Structures of Kinship’ Social Anthropology and Human
Origins. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. pp- 111-127

3. Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. and D. Forde (eds.), 1950, African Systems of Kinship and Marriage,
London: Oxford University Press, Introduction, Pp.1-39

4. Schneider, D. 1980 “Relative” and “Family”, American Kinship: A Cultural Account,
University of Chicago Press: Chicago

5. Beattie, Joanne. 1999. ‘Marriage and Affinity’, Other Cultures: Aims, Methods and
Achievements in Social Anthropology. London: Routledge. Pp- 117-138

6. Jackson, Stevi and Sue Scott (eds). 2002. ‘Part Three: Marriage and Intimate
Relationships’, Gender: A Sociological Reader. London: Routledge. Pp- 203-259

7. Bilton, Tony et al. 1997. ‘Theorizing Modern Family Life’ in Introducing Sociology. New
York: Palgrave pp-479-525

8. Yanagisako, Sylvia and Jane Collier. 1987. ‘Towards a Unified Analysis of Gender and
Kinship’, in Yanagisako and Collier (eds) Gender and Kinship : Essays towards a Unified
Analysis. Palo Alto : Stanford University Press. Pp -24-47

9. Weston, Kath, 1991, Families We Choose: Lesbians, Gays, Kinship, New York: Columbia
University Press, Pp. 103-136

10. Menon, Nivedita. 2012. Seeing Like a Feminist. India: Zubaan

11. Pande, Amrita. 2014. 'Wombs in Labor: Transnational Commercial Surrogacy in India.
New York: Columbia University Press




12. Reddy, Gayatri.2005. “Our People”: Kinship, Marriage, and the Family’. In With Respect to
Sex: Negotiating Hijra Identity in South India. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
Chicago.

13. Chowkhani, K., & Wynne, C. (Eds.). 2023. Singular selves: An introduction to singles
studies. Taylor & Francis.

Suggested readings

1. Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 1969, The Elementary Structures of Kinship, London: Eyre and
Spottiswoode, Chapters 1 & 2, Pp. 3-25

2. Oberoi, Patricia. 2006. ‘Family in India’ in Veena Das (eds) Handbook of Indian Sociology.
Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pp- 275-300

3. Rubin, Gayle. 1995. ‘The Traffic in Women: Notes on the Political Economy of Sex’ in
RaynaRetter (eds) Toward an Anthropology of Women. New York: Monthly Review Press

4. Inhorn, Marcia C., and Daphna Birenbaum-Carmeli. ‘Assisted reproductive technologies
and culture change’; Annual Review of Anthropology 37.1 (2008): 177-196.

5. Purayil, Agaja Puthan. “Families We Choose”: Kinship Patterns among Migrant Transmen
in Bangalore, India. In Douglas A. Vakoch (ed.) Transgender India Understanding Third
Gender Identities and Experiences. USA: Springer

Web Resources

1. https://www.britannica.com/topic/kinship

2.

3.

4,

Evaluation

Theory CIA: 30
Semester Exam: 70

Paper Structure for Theory Semester Exam Module :
Modules -2 (35 marks each)

Module A

1 long question out of 2:1X15=15

2 short questions out of 4: 2X10=20

Module B

1 long question out of 2: 1X15=15

2 short questions out of 4: 2X10=20

Course outcomes (COs) and Cognitive Level Mapping

| COs | CO Description Cognitive levels




co1

Recognize the theoretical approaches to the
anthropological study of Kinship including descent,
alliance, Marxist, Cultural and feminist.

K1

C0o2

Understand the theories and typologies of marriage and
family.

K2

co3

Demonstrate the changing patterns in Kinship, Marriage
and family through new reproductive technologies,
surrogacy, alternative forms of kinship and family in
context of Hijra Kinship or Chosen Families of LGBTQ
community, single studies.

K3

co4

Analyze the theoretical approaches to Kinship, Marriage
and Family in the light of contemporary transformations

K4

COo5

Evaluate the complex trajectories and new directions in
kinship, marriage and family studies.

K5

co6

Develop respect, appreciation and a whole hearted
avowal of cultural differences.

K6




