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 Course: M.A. History 
 

Semester     One 

Paper Number    One 

Paper Code MHIS4101 

Paper Title INTERPRETING INDIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 

No. of Credits       Six 

No. of periods assigned Theory:   Six 
Practical: 

Course 

description/objective 

and Outcome 

This paper aims to develop students’ critical thinking 
regarding historical knowledge and methods; to enable them 
to apply historical perspective while explaining arguments 

and narratives; to study and learn to distinguish between 
primary and secondary sources in the field of history. It 
focuses on teaching the nature, meaning and practices of 
history. They will study the evolution of historical 
knowledge which will develop essential skills like research, 
writing and analysis. The paper provides the basic and 
necessary platform for studying History at a higher level and 
prepares students to enter the critical arena of interpreting 
the past. 

        Syllabus  

MODULE-I 

 

A. Understanding History and Historiography 

1. Meaning, scope and importance of historiography. 

2. Methodology- Definition, practices, significance. 

3. Historical Analysis- Generalization, causation, objectivity and 

interpretation. 

B. Historical Perception and Consciousness in Ancient India 

1. Interpretation of ancient Indian history. 

2. Idea of Bharata Varsha and the concept of India. 

3. Sources of Early Indian History 

4. Historical consciousness in early Indian History: Itihasa-Purana 

Tradition 

5. Buddhist and Jaina Historiographies 

 

 

 

MODULE=II 

 

A. Historiography in Medieval India 

1. Arrival of the Arabs and the Turko-Afghans: influence on Indian 

historical traditions. 

2. Historians and history writing in the Sultanate period 

3. Historians and history writing in the Mughal period 

4. Forms of religious literature as historical sources. 
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B. Approaches to Indian Historiography- 

1. Orientalist ideology and writings. 

2. Imperial and colonial interpretations of Indian history. 

3. Nationalist and Liberal approach to Indian history 

4. Cambridge School. 

5. Marxist Interpretations. 

6. Subaltern Studies. 
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Historiography, University of California Press Berkeley 
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         Evaluation  

 

 

 
CIA: 20 marks 

End-Semester: 80 marks 

 




