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Course description/objective
and Outcome

This paper will introduce a critical and in-depth study of ancient and
early medieval India. It will increase students’ comprehensive
knowledge of the political, socio-religious, economic and cultural
aspects of these two significant periods of Indian history. Students will
be able to critically examine the transitions that took place in those
fields and will be aware of contemporary research. The course also
intends to give a brief idea about the different sources and the
changing interpretations of ancient and early medieval phases.

Syllabus

MODULE- |

1. Reading Sources: Archaeological: Numismatic, Epigraphic and
Literary

2. Selected Themes / Issues in Early Historic and Early Medieval
Indian History-

a. State formation from Early Historical to Early Medieval Times:
Regional Variations.

b. Changing polities: State and Sovereignty in Ancient India.

c. Early Medieval Times: Debate about ‘Feudalism’ in India
Integrated and Segmentary State System: Historiography and
Debates.

3. Bengal: Socio-Political and Cultural transformations

MODULE- 11
1. Society: Varna- Jati Relations, Gender Relations, Urbanity and
Urban Culture.
2. Economic processes: Agrarian structure; Urbanizations; Trade,
Coinage, Crafts and Guilds; Temple Economy
3. Religious traditions: Continuities and Transformations.

4. Indian Art, Architecture and Painting: An Overview.
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