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 Course: M.A. History 
 

Semester                                    II 

Paper Code MHIS4202 

Paper Title History of Revolution in Modern Europe: From the 17th to the 20th 
Century 

No. of Credits 6 

No. of periods assigned Theory: 
Practical: 

Name of Faculty 
member(s) 

 

Course 

description/objective 

 

This paper tries to map out a history of the major revolutions and 

protest movements that have shaken up and fundamentally 

changed the modern Western world. This paper tries to teach 

students the principal developments, the historical context, the 

impact and the significance of these epochal movements.  

 

Course Outcome 1. To learn about the history of modern revolutions 
2. To understand the broader roots and impact of revolutions in 

historical context.  
3. To understand about the shifting nature of revolutions.  

Syllabus Module 1  

 Unit 1 

a) Theory and Concept of Revolution 

 Unit 2: 17th Century England 

a) Crisis of the 17th Century – changes and 

transformations. 

b) 1640-1648, The Civil War, The Great 

Rebellion or The Revolution? 

c) 1648- 1688, Protectorate, Restoration and the 

Glorious Revolution- ‘A Compromise’? 

 Unit 3: The French Revolution 

 

a) The Crisis of the Ancien Regime and the 

coming of the Revolution 

b) From constitutional monarchy to the 

Republic; institutionalization of the 

Revolution, the constitutions, war with 

Europe and its impact on the Revolutionary 

governments 

c) Coup d’etat of 18th Brumaire,  the Consulate, 

the Empire and the reorganization of France, 
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‘Revolution on horseback’? Napoleon, War 

and Europe. 

d) Legacy of the Revolution in France and 

Europe 

Module 2 

 Unit 4: The 19th century in Europe 

a) The  Industrial Revolution and its discontents 

–Luddism, Chartist Movement, Socialist  

Ideas, rise of the working class, the socialist 

international 

b) The Revolutions of 1830 and 1848, wider 

repercussions across Europe  

c) The Paris Commune- ‘Jacobin Dusk or 

Socialist Dawn’?, Consolidation of the Third 

Republic and  “ending the Revolution”. 

 

 

 Unit 5: Russia 

a) Background – The Tsarist regime and its 

dissenters 

b) The Revolution of 1905 – Context and 

aftermath, the changed political regime, the 

transformation and development of the 

communist movement 

c) The Revolutions of 1917; the civil war and 

war communism. 

 
 

 

Reading/Reference Lists Essential Reading: 

 Christopher Hill, The Century of Revolution, 1603–1714, 

Taylor and Francis, London, 1961. 

 Christopher Hill, The World Turned Upside Down: Radical 

Ideas During the English Revolution, Penguin, London, 1972, 

2021 

 Peter Gaunt, ed.  The English Civil War: Essential Readings I. 

B. Tauris, London 2014.  

 Tim Harris ed. The Final Crisis of the Stuart Monarchy: The 

Revolutions of 1688-91 in their British, Atlantic and European 

Contexts Boydell, London 2015 

 Georges Lefebvre  The French Revolution From Its Origins to 

1793 Routledge, 1962, 2001.  

 Georges Lefebvre   The French Revolution From 1793 to 

1799, Routledge, 1962 
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 William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution, 

Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2018. 

 William Doyle, Origins of the French Revolution, Oxford 

University Press, Oxford 1999. 

 Gary Kates, The French Revolution: Recent Debates and New 

Controversies Routledge, London, 1998 

 Jonathan Sperber, Revolutionary Europe, 1780-1850, 

Routledge, London, 2017 

 Jonathan Sperber, The European Revolutions, 1848-1851, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005 

 Donny Gluckstein, The Paris Commune: A Revolution in 

Democracy, Haymarket Books, Chicago, 2006 

 John Merriman, Massacre: The Life and Death of the Paris 

Commune of 1871, Basic Books, New York, 2014.  

 Orlando Figes, A People's Tragedy: Russian Revolution 1891–

1924, Penguin, 1998 

 EH Carr, A History of Soviet Russia: The Bolshevik 

Revolution, 1917–1923. (3 vols). New York: W. W. Norton 

and Company 1985. 

 Shiela Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution, Oxford University 

Press, Oxford, 2017. 

 Cambridge History of Russia, Volumes 1 and 2, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge, 2006 

Suggested Reading: 

 Barry Coward, The Stuart age : a history of England 1603-

1714. Routledge, London, 2017 (5th edition) 

 Christopher Hill,   Change and Continuity in Seventeenth-

Century England, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London 1974. 

 Christopher Hill,   Puritanism and Revolution: Studies in 

Interpretation of the English    Revolution of the 17th Century 

, Vintage, London 1958, 2011 

 Christopher Hill,  Intellectual Origins of the English 

Revolution, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1997.  

 Michael Braddick, God's Fury, England's Fire: A New History 

of the English Civil Wars, Allen Lane, London 2008. 

 John Morril, The Nature of the English Revolution Longman, 

1993.  

 Marc Kishlansky, A Monarchy Transformed: Britain 1603-

1714, Penguin, London, 1997. 

 Tim Harris, Rebellion: Britain's First Stuart Kings, 1567-

1642. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2014. 

 Tim Harris, Revolution: The Great Crisis of the British 

Monarchy, 1685-1720. Penguin, London 2006. 
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 Georges Lefebvre   The Coming of the French Revolution, 

Princeton University Press, Princeton, 2005 

 P M Jones, The Peasantry in the French Revolution. 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 1988. 

 Arno Mayer, The Furies: Violence and Terror in the French 

and Russian Revolutions, Princeton University Press, 2002. 

 Timothy Tackett, The Coming of the Terror in the French 

Revolution, Harvard University Press 2015. 

 Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture and Class in the French 

Revolution, University of California Press 2004.  

 George Rude, The Crowd in the French Revolution, Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 1967. 

 Olwen Hufton, Women and the Limits of Citizenship in the 

French Revolution. University of Toronto Press, 1999.  

 Peter McPhee, Living the French Revolution, 1789-1799 

Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001 

 Peter McPhee, Liberty Or Death: The French Revolution, 

Yale University Press, 2017 

 Peter McPhee, A Companion to the French Revolution, Wiley 

Blackwell 2012 

 Martyn Lyons, Napoleon and the Legacy of the Revolution, 

Red Globe Press, 1994.  

 DMG Sutherland, The French Revolution and Empire: The 

Quest for a Civic Order, Blackwell 2002.  

 DMG Sutherland, France, 1789-1815: Revolution And 

Counterrevolution, Harpercollins 1985. 

 Jeremy D Popkin, Press, Revolution, and Social Identities in 

France, 1830-1835, Pennsylvania State University, 2001.  

 Dieter Dowe, Europe in 1848 Revolution and Reform, 

Berghahn Books, 2001.  

 Mike Rapport, 1848: Year of Revolution, Basic Books, 2001.  

 Christopher Clark, Revolutionary Spring: Fighting for a New 

World 1848-1849, Penguin 2023.  

 Robert Tombs, The Paris Commune 1871, Routledge 2014.  

 Laura Engelstein,  Russia in Flames: War, Revolution, Civil 

War, 1914-1921.  Oxford University Press, 2018. 

 S. Badcock, Politics and the People in Revolutionary Russia: 

A Provincial History. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 2007. 

 I. Getzler, Kronstadt 1917-1921: The Fate of a Soviet 

Democracy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

 Charles Tilly, European Revolutions, 1492 - 1992. United 

Kingdom: Wiley, 1993. 

 Robert R Palmer, The World of the French 
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Revolution. United Kingdom: Taylor & Francis, 2016. 

Evaluation CIA: 20 

End-Semester: 80 
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