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Module- 1
1. Debates around public health.
a. Sanitation and urban planning.
b. Outbreaks of Plague and public surveillance.
C. Responses to outbreaks of Cholera and Malaria
d. Tropical Medicine in Colonial India
e. Contagious Diseases Acts and Public Health Reforms: A
Gendered Approach

(Any 3 of the above 5 to be covered in a semester.)

2. Indigenous and alternative medical traditions

a. Nationalism and reassertion of the Ayurvedic system.

b. Homeopathy as a response to the hegemony of Western
medicine.

C. Yunani and Hekimi tradition during the colonial period.
3. Environment and Ecology.

a. Colonial Forest Policies and demands of the modern

industrial economy.
b. Emergence of ethical debates on environment.
c. Early debates concerning pollution.

(Any 3 of the 4 to be covered in a semester)

4, Everyday technology.
a. Swadeshi enterprises.
b. Impact of technology within the domestic space.

(Expansion of electricity, the use of sewing machines, cycles etc.)

Module- 2
1. Discourses on Science and Rationality.
a. Broader debates on rationality and science in Colonial

India.




b. Responses from contemporary Indian intellectuals.

c. Contemporary writings on science, with a particular focus
on science fiction.

d. Emergence of scientific institutions

2. Infrastructure and Development.

a. Colonial Hydrology.

b. Impact of the spread of the Railway networks.
c. Growth of the road networks across the empire.
d. Emergence of the telegraph and radio

3. Race science

a. Medical Jurisprudence and Colonial Forensics
b. Criminal Tribes Act.

c. Anthropological Surveys and shaping of Nationalist
identities.

4.Animal History.

a. History from the perspectives of ‘non-human empires’.

b. Colonial state and Animals in South Asia.

Learning Outcomes

This postgraduate history course offers a comprehensive
exploration of the dynamic interplay between science,
technology, and medicine in colonial India from 1800 to 1947.
Through an interdisciplinary lens, students will critically analyze
key themes and debates surrounding the development and impact
of scientific knowledge, technological innovations, and medical
practices within the colonial context.

The course begins by examining the evolving debates around
public health policies, sanitation, and urban planning, shedding
light on the complex intersections between colonial governance,
public welfare, and indigenous medical traditions. Students will
investigate the resilience and adaptation of indigenous medical
systems amidst colonial interventions, exploring how traditional
healing practices coexisted and interacted with Western medicine.
Furthermore, the course delves into the intricate relationships
between environment, ecology, and colonialism, highlighting the
exploitation of natural resources, the transformation of
landscapes, and the emergence of ecological discourses within
colonial scientific thought.

A significant focus will be placed on the study of everyday
technologies and

material cultures, exploring how innovations in transportation,
communication, agriculture, and industry shaped colonial society
and economy.

Moreover, the course critically examines discourses on science,
rationality, and modernity in colonial India, unpacking the
contested terrain of knowledge production, education, and
scientific institutions. Students will explore how colonial
discourses on race, ethnicity, and civilization influenced scientific
thought and practice, particularly in the realm of “race science”
and anthropological studies.

Additionally, the course addresses the development of public
infrastructure, including railways, telegraphs, and irrigation
systems, as key agents of colonial power and control, while also
shaping patterns of connectivity, mobility, and social
transformation.




Finally, the course engages with the emerging field of animal
history, investigating the ways in which colonialism intersected
with human-animal relations, veterinary medicine, and the
exploitation of animal labour within the colonial economy.
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Evaluation

CIA: 20
End-Semester: 80

Paper Structure for
Theory Semester Exam

Each Module 40 Marks
Two 20 marks questions have to be answered out of four options.




