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Course 

description/objective 

 

This paper aims to teach students the principal themes, debates and 

issues of the South-East Asian studies including the socio-

political-economic framework, to develop students’ knowledge 

about the regional history, relationship and organization of South-

East Asia. It will also  help students to grow a critical 

understanding about South-East Asia’s past and present. 

Course Outcome 1. To gain an overall understanding about the history of South-

East Asia. 

2. To understand the principal themes, issues and debates in the 

field of South-East Asian studies. 

3. Understanding the region’s cultures and common heritage. 

 

Syllabus Module 1 

 

1. Idea of South-East Asia 

a. What is South-East Asia? Landscape, People, Society, Culture 

and Religion. 

b. The Theoretical Context- Indianization, Sinicization, 

Localization and Convergence   

 

2. Pre- Colonial Era up to 16th Century  

a. Early State Formation in South-East Asia- Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Siam, Burma 

b. Arrival of Islam  

 

3. Colonial South-East Asia: 16th to 20th Century 

a. Early Colonialism- Early European Trade, Competition over 

Ports, Conquests. 

b.  High Imperialism- Industrial Revolution and Commercial 

Outlets in Asia; Consolidation of European Power- Portugal; Spain; 

British East India Company: Dutch East Indies; French East India 

Company. 

c. Spread of Christianity: Philippines, Burma, South Vietnam, 

Molukkas. 

d. Colonial Economy: Trade and Agriculture, the plantation 
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economy. 

 

4. Nationalism and Struggle for Independence, 20th Century 

a. Asianism, Pan Asian Nationalism and Big Powers 

b. Nationalist Revolutions: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Burma. 

c. Decolonization 

 

Module 2 

5. Post Colonial South-East Asia: Politics and 

Economy 

a. New Nations 

b. Challenges to the Democracy and Non- Democratic 

Experiences 

c. Economic Features: Political Economy; Economic 

Nationalism; Development Strategies: Singapore 

 

6. South-East Asia in the World 

a. Cold War and its impact on South-East Asian 

Nations 

b. Response to Globalisation 

c. Regional Cooperation : ASEAN 

d. China and U.S in South China Sea; Implications 

e. The Belt and Road Initiative 

 

 

7. Some Contemporary Themes 

a. South-East Asian Diaspora 

b. Gender Issues in South-East Asia 

c. Climate and Environment in South-East Asia 

d. The Asian Games 

e. Terrorism: South-East Asia and its current 

challenges 
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Evaluation CIA: 20 

End-Semester: 80 
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