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MESSAGES




PRINCIPAL
ST. XAVIER’S COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS)

30, Mother Teresa Sarani (Park Street)
Kolkata - 700 016
Phone : 2255-1230/ 1231 / 1232

‘Politique 2024’, the annual departmental journal of the Postgraduate and Research
Department of Political Science, is a valued and welcomed attempt at academic research
by students, adding credit to the institutional prowess of our college.

‘Politique” has successfully offered a platform of introspection, thought and expression to
the students pertaining to the multi-faceted issues of the society. In keeping with the
essence of the previous editions, this current edition too has embraced a multidisciplinary
approach, with every constituent article delving into the depths of knowledge, reasoning
and critical thinking in a wholesome manner, and by not being strictly compartmentalised
within a singular boundary.

I offer my sincerest congratulations to all the faculty members and students, for their
determination and hard work in compiling diverse human concerns in this journal.

I sincerely hope that this intellectual endeavour continues in the years to come.

Nihil Ultra!

) }.
Rev. D¥. Dominic Savio, §]
_Principal
St Xavier’s College (Autonomous)
Kolkata




THE VICE-PRINCIPAL

Arts and Science Department
ST. XAVIER’S COLLEGE
(Autonomous)

30, Mother Teresa Sarani
Kolkata - 700 016

Telephone : 2280 1927, 2255 1205
Fax : 033-2287 9966

email : vpascsxc@gmail.com

From the Vice-Principal’s Desk

I applaud the Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science for the sustained
dedication, ceaseless enthusiasm and everlasting sincerity with which they constantly attempt
to cultivate and enhance their academic prowess. The 8th edition of Politique, their annual
departmental journal, is evidence of this.

Since its very inception, the Journal has maintained a set academic quality and integrity. This
time round, it has widened itself in scope by focusing on in-depth, multidisciplinary research
in academic areas including society, polity, law, governance, policy, culture and contemporary
issues concerning the world at large.

It is my belief that this direction will sow seeds of enthusiasm and confidence among the
students and propel them in the direction of developing a research intensive and rigorous
thought process and towards a bright and promising future.

Best wishes to the department.

e

Prof Bertram Da’Silva _

VICE-PRINCIPAL
Arts and Science Departments
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous)

Kolkata

Vice-Principal
St. Xavier's Colliege
(Autonomous)
30, Mother Teresa Sarani
Kolkata - 700 016




30, Mother Teresa Sarani
Kolkata - 700 016

Phone : 2287-7278 / 2255-1207
Fax : 033-2280-1927

ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE

(Autonomous)
Department of Arts & Science

Message from the Dean of Science

It is a pleasure to find a cumulative endeavour undertaken by the students and professors of the
Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science in successfully releasing the 8™
Edition of their annual departmental journal, Politique 2023-24. My sincere praise to the
department’s efforts in promoting interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research and in -
upholding diligent academic standards in study of the polity.

My heartiest congratulations and best wishes to the Department in their efforts to encourage
student participation in academic works and may such efforts continue to inspire, enlighten and
educate the young-minds,

Best wishes.

~

DEAN OF SCIENCE
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata

Dean of Sgience
Arts & Science Dept.
st. Xavier's College
Kolkata
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30, Mother Teresa Sarani
Kolkata - 700 016

Phone : 2287-7278 / 2255-1207
Fax : 033-2280-1927

ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE

(Autonomous)
Department of Arts & Science

Message from the Dean of Arts

It gives me great pleasure to know that the Postgraduate and Research Department
of Political Science is publishing its annual departmental journal Politique. The
journal is a testament to the diversity of voices within our student body and the
curiosity that fuels our academic endeavour§.

May the journal continue to inspire students to engage further with their academic
explorations infused with the belief that their voices matter, their ideas are
valuable and their contribution is an integral part of our commitment to academic
excellence. May your words resonate far beyond these pages, leaving an indelible
mark on the world of ideas.

| wish the faculty and students of the department success in their academic
endeavours.

méw

Dr. Farhat Bano
Dean of Arts
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous)

Kolkata.

Dean of Arts
Arts & Science Dept.
St. Xavier's College
Kolkata
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30, Mother Teresa Sarani
Kolkata - 700 016

Phone : 2287-7278 / 2255-1207
Fax : 033-2280-1927

ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE

(Autonomous)
Department of Arts & Science

From the HOD’s desk

It gives me immense pleasure to announce the eighth edition of our departmental journal Polifique.
This edition is an expression of the academic interests, efforts and engagement of our students in
contemporary issues of concern.

I congratulate the editorial team for their sincerity, tireless enthusiasm and coordinated effort in
bringing together this journal. I extend my gratitude to my colleagues in the Department of Political
Science for guiding the students in this academic exercise.

I hope this journal will inspire and motivate students to push the boundaries of their learning
beyond the core areas of the discipline and widen their intellectual horizon by encouraging
interdisciplinary debates and research.

I wish the students success in all their future endeavours.

Dr. Jhumpa Mukherjee

Head

Post Graduate & Research Department of Political Science
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous)

Kolkata
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

It is with immense pleasure and heartfelt gratitude that we bring before you the eighth edition
of the annual department journal of the Postgraduate and Research Department of Political
Science, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata — Politique 2024.

Conceived as a student-led and student-made endeavor, Politique has personified a sincere
and holistic attempt in encouraging multidisciplinary opportunities, practical learning, and
research building. Politique’24 is an exploration and experimentation in academic research
and commentary on political discourses, to prompt and galvanize a habit of proactive learning
in political studies; while at the same time upholding academic standards of originality and
insightfulness. It is with an intent to make contributions in research work, opinion editorials
and caricatures pertinent to politics and interdisciplinary perspectives to the polity that the
edition has promotedin-depth, multidisciplinary research in arenas of society, law,
governance, policy, culture, and contemporary issues concerning the humankind-at-large.

The Editorial Board, since genesis in October 23, has attempted to uphold the fine legacy
charted out by preceding editions while adding to its workmanship, integrity and standing.
We were delighted by the sheer interest and enthusiasm shown by students in contributing
writings for the journal. Although human limitations prevent us from publishing all the
submissions made, whether printed or unprinted, all submissions provided valuable input, and
we are thankful for their efforts. We are greatly appreciative of all student efforts that has
gone into the publication. We are glad to have generated student interest in academic
endeavours, bringing forth a spirit of engagement with the political discipline and its impacts
elsewhere.

Our thanks to the respected Head of the Department, Prof. Dr. Jnumpa Mukerjee, for her
constant guidance and care, and to the faculty of the Department for their involved support
throughout the editing process, and choicest selection of the published contents.

If knowledge is power, we shall have brought forth a piece of power.

Hope you have an enjoyable, informative, and revealing read!

With regards,
The Editorial Board
Politique’24
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National Seminar

The history of Bengal in the post-colonial phase reverberated with sounds of passion, unity,
and strength against the atrocities of its colonial masters. It weaved spirits of undying efforts
to reach to the heaven of freedom; and in that struggle, contribution of India’s freedom
fighters and national leaders is what rings in folklores, history books, and museums.

To remember the brave fighters for India’s freedom, the Postgraduate and Research
Department of Political Science of St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and the Institute of Social
and Cultural Studies, organised the prestigious National Seminar and Extempore Competition
on the theme “Nationalism in Colonial Bengal: Remembering the Unsung Heroes” at
theDepelchin Auditorium and Arrupe Hall of the college, on the 3™ August, 2023. The
inaugural session was presided by Rev. Father Dr. Dominic Savio, SJ, Principal of St.
Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, Prof. Bertram Da’Silva (Vice Principal,
Department of Arts and Science), and respected Deans. The session was also graced by Ms.
Konkona Roy, representative of the Institute of Social and Cultural Studies. The panellists for
the seminar consisted of distinguished academicians - Prof. Sanjeev K. Sharma (Former VC
of Mahatma Gandhi Central University, IPSA General Secretary & Treasurer), Prof. Raj
Sekhar Basu (Professor of History at Calcutta University), Ms. Sarmistha Dutta Gupta
(Independent  Scholar-Writer-Curator), Dr. SaumyaDey (Professor from Rishihood
University). Dr. Argha Banerjee, Head, Department of English at St. Xavier’s College, with
his delicate and vast expertise and knowledge moderated the discussions.

The panel discussion was a knowledge worthy illumination of undermentioned narratives of
the past. The discussions included battles of leaders, police atrocities, human rights violation,
political participation of women while highlighting the intersectionality of the category,
revolutionary terrorism, unity in diversity, among other highlighted topics.

The “Krantiteertha” Extempore competition invited large number of participations from the
students of the department who excelled in their narration and knowledge about the history of
colonial Bengal and the heroes involved in the struggle to freedom. The participants spoke on
the topics such as “Bengal Renaissance”, “Female Freedom Fighters”, “Bengal’s literature in
the freedom struggle”, etc. The competition was guided and judged in the esteemed presence
of Dr. Panchali Sen (Dean of International Studies and Programmes), and Dr. Samir Isha
(Head, Postgraduate Department of History, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata).
The students of the department also put up a cultural performance — a dance-drama on the life
of Bengal’s freedom fighters like Begum Rokeya, Jatindranath Mukherjee,
PreetilataWadedar, and PulinBehari Das. The seminar invoked thought-provoking questions
and more in-depth understanding of Bengal’s history into the minds of the audience. Dr.
Jhumpa Mukherjee, Head of Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science
addressed the audience with the mission of Krantiteertha, to revive and aware the mass about
the lost history.
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Sansad 2023

The spirit of the Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science awakes every
year when its students prepare to organize their most awaited event of the academic year.
With precision in planning, enthusiasm in implementation, and determination in making all
their endeavours a success, the Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science,
St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, organized its annual flagship event “Sansad -
2023” on 17" and 18" February, 2023. “Sansad” is a parliamentary simulation of Lok Sabha
committees that take up themes and issues of contemporary relevance, and provides
opportunities to students to deliberate, debate, discuss, and come up with resolutions that
could enhance their academic, social, and policy making skills. Each year “Sansad” takes up
relevant discussions that address the socio-political and economic issues engulfing the
country, with focus on formulating and proposing policies which cater to the mass, with focus
on decentralization, rationality, and planning.

“Sansad 2023” was the fourth edition of the departmental event, and the first intercollege
endeavour since its inception. The 2023 edition of the event paved a way for a more holistic
organization — since pandemic, where the department has engaged in various webinars and an
online Sansad — the fourth edition introduced grandeur arrangement of the committees and
delegate management. Held in the prestigious Depelchin Auditorium, it invited participation
of over 50 delegates across esteemed universities and colleges across Kolkata. The
Parliamentary committee held its discussion on the theme — “The Indian Law regarding
Classification and Identification of Criminal Detainees and Convicts” with reference to the
Criminal Procedure (ldentification) Act 2022, where aspects of human rights, right to
privacy, criminal investigation, punitive politics, and freedom of dissent, were deliberated
quite thoughtfully and with zeal.

Parallel to the Parliamentary proceedings, the justice and mass reach of the theme was upheld
by the Press Committee, which played the role of the watchdog and critic of the affairs
discussed and debated. With the same house policy, each press delegate had a range of
activities to compete in — from producing beat articles and opinion pieces, to holding a
question-answer round with the delegates of the Youth Parliament. The flow of the
committee also produced its separate debate and engagement on the motion of ‘Elon Musk’s
takeover of Twitter is a step towards the Freedom of Speech on Social Media’, that included
a round robin, questioning session and the summation speech.

In the auspicious presence of the dignitaries and the enthusiasm of the students, the
department also launched its annual journal ‘Politigue — 2022-2023" in the inaugural
ceremony, presided and addressed by Prof. Bertram Da’Silva, Vice-Principal of Department
of Arts and Science, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, and Dr. Jhumpa
Mukherjee, Head, Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science.

“Sansad — 2023” was a setup where classroom learnings found a channel of expression and
productive bearings when students diplomatically deliberated on themes which were of
moral, political, and social importance. While the event maintained its serious academic
orientation, the academics was supplied with amusing discussions, enjoyment, and the
success of developing ‘Sansad’ big, year after year.
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Research Scholars’ Presentation

The Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science works with the motto of
developing its students as resourceful and analytical human beings, who get to experience the
flavour of the real world of academics and research while preparing for their honours and/or
master courses. To divert from the usual course of learning, and to introduce inter-
disciplinary avenues for the students to explore, engage, and learn, the department organizes
Research Scholars’ Presentations frequently. With these endeavours, the students engage with
different scholars who present their research, introducing aspects of studies what can be
ventured from the field of Political Science.

As a part of the continuous Departmental activity, the 3 Research Scholars’ Presentation
was held on the 25" of February, 2023 (Friday). It was delivered by Prof. Megha Marik,
former Assistant Professor of Sociology, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata, and
currently a Doctoral Fellow at Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Guwahati. The topic
of the presentation was “Shifting boundaries of the Home: Exploring the gender dynamics of
housework and employment of IT employees in West Bengal”.

This presentation was first of a kind where the focal theme was looked through gendered
perspective, as it discussed the socio-economic aspect of employability in the IT sectors of
West Bengal. It explored the milieu of “home’ and how gender as a unit is shaped to have an
adjusting etiquettes and role placements. Prof. Marik discussed about the sub-themes that
substituted her research and what are the possible areas of exploration where these kinds of
studies can be applied and researched.

The presentation was a fruitful discussion about the areas of research, conceptual
clarifications, elucidation of feminist methodologies, and the techniques of conducting
research. The presentation invited insights from the students of the department who provided
their interpretation of the research topic and possible areas or themes that can be explored and
interrelated to it.

Global Citizenship Course

The Postgraduate and Research Department of Political Science always encourages its
students to look beyond the narrow aspects of academics, and learn through wider
perspectives and decode various influences. To encourage this, the department time and again
provides opportunities and devise activities that enable students to interact and engage with
peers and scholars from across the nation as well as the globe.

The department along with the Postgraduate and Research Department of English and
Sociology participated in the International Association of Jesuits University (IAJU) organized
Global Citizenship Course, that ventured into an inter-disciplinary approach of identifying
aspects of Global Citizenship. Topics like the concepts of citizenship, globalization,
migration, the philosophy of ‘home’, rights, urban-rural divide, academia of global
citizenship, along with other concepts were ventured into along the course.
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The students also participated in dialogue sessions organised by I1AJU that encouraged the
students to discuss two questions — “What is Global Citizenship” and “In what steps Global
Citizenship can be realised”. The discussions ranged from the issue of terrorism, drug, human
trafficking, climate crisis, etc. The relevance of the topic was deliberated through the
dissemination of food culture, art and music as a medium of expression, elaboration on the
concept of ‘networked society’, and the role of youth as the torchbearers of global unity. The
course also involved the students making their own reports and presentations. In this
interconnected world, such inter-disciplinary activity became a source of promise for the
students to venture into teamwork and coordination with peers across the globe.

Compiled by,

Deepalika Deb
Second Year (MPLS), Roll No. 0102
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India’s West Plan: Syphoning The Potentials and Probabilities of
The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
Project

Priyanka Das
First Year (MPLS), Roll No. — 0145

ABSTRACT

The 18th G20, 2023 summit was successfully conducted in Bharat (India). The country’s
presidency of the G20 summit created a historic moment not only for India but for the entire
world and confirmed India as one of the global powers. At the sideline of the G20
consultation the biggest and most important project that emerged from this G20 meeting is
the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). In accordance with the blueprint
of the project the corridor will use transnational multimodal routes including rails, roads,
shipping connectivity between multiple countries in South Asia, the Gulf region and Europe.
While the ongoing Israel-Hamas war creates uncertainty for this project, the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) project can provide compendious infrastructure in
contrast to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The main context of the related research is
what India's West Plan can achieve through the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) project at a certain point maintaining its global power.

Keywords: India — Middle-East Relation, China, Europe, India’s G20 Summit, IMEC, BRI

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is expected to increase China's annual GDP by at least 0.1
percent over the next decade. (KHAN, 2023) According to several research conducted by the
World Bank (WB), the BRI could increase the world's annual GDP by $7.1 trillion per annum
by 2040. The project could increase trade flows by 4.1 percentamong the 155 participating
countries while increasing the GDP of developing countries in East Asia and the Pacific by
an average of 2.6 to 3.9 percent (Michele Ruta M. H., June 18, 2019). Since the
announcement of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013, there has been an overall shift in
investment in the region. China has invested money in major projects such as the Hambantota
Port in Sri Lanka, the Trans-Himalayan Corridor, and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). The BRI project planned by China is creating a kind of dependence on the countries
of South Asia, which is putting most of these developing countries in the debt trap. The BRI
project unites seven other countries with the EU province but has simmering tensions with
Mediterranean rivals Greece and Turkey.Other models for intercontinental infrastructure have
been launched through the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC), one of the major
steps forward at the 2023 G20 summit in New Delhi.This lavish multibillion-dollar
connectivity project will connect India with Europe through the Middle-East. The main
objectives of this project is to foster economic growth and build trade and infrastructural
networks with the key regions of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, France, Germany,
Italy, the European Union, and the United States. IMEC is one of the most significant
geopolitical moves in the world since the unveiling of China's BRI project. The following
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research analysis shows that this is one of the most important steps taken by India that has the
possibility and potential to assign its position in the west vibrantly.

INDIA- MIDDLE EAST RELATIONSHIP IN THE CONTEMPORARY TIME: A
BRIEF OVERVIEW

With India emerging as a

Energy imports from Middle-East to India major economic power

‘U'l"ﬂl“l'l Middle East Oil from 5audi Arabia ==0QOilfromiran == 0il from United Arab Emirates (UAE) and a key global player’
e the Middle East perceived
10.00% by Indian policymakers as
60.00% West Asia - is increasingly

viewing her as a crescively

attractive partner, in the
oo face of the latter’s
concerns about us
commitments. As a result,
India's relationship with
the  Middle East is
currently more substantive
than in the past. According
to Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi "We have
redefined, in a short
period, and despite uncertainty and conflict, our partnerships with Gulf and West Asia."
(Mohan, 2017)
The Middle East has a long history with the Indian subcontinent. Commercial and cultural
relations between the two countries date back to ancient times and this cultural exchange
continues even today. India is home to the world's third-largest Muslim population, which has
created a natural relationship between the two countries. In an interview, C. Raja Mohan,
said, 'The Middle East seemed to have dropped off India’'s agenda after the Cold War. One of
India's most important steps towards the Middle East after independence was to work for the
Palestinians against Israel. For which Indians were banned from entering Israel for a long
time. After 1973, the importance of the oil industry brought India closer to the Middle East,
but genuine trade relations and priorities did not develop significantly. Since the Cold War,
India has maintained close ties with the United States, Israel, and the Arab Gulf. Israel is seen
as the root cause of the Arab-Palestinian conflict, for which India maintains strategic ties with
Israel. Moreover, currently, the United States is India's major partner. India's relations with
Israel have also improved. Israel is an important partner of India in defence and security
matters. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) recently appear to be very
important partners for India.”’(Mohan, C.R. ,2022). The relationship between the Middle-East
and India has been developed around economic, and energy linkages, diplomatic relations,
historical and cultural people-to-people exchanges. As India's ancestors saw the Middle East
as an important step in India's union, today New Delhi also believes in the same development
and sees the Gulf as important for India's economic renaissance. India's dependence on the
Middle East for oil imports has increased. In 2005, India imported 50% of its oil from the
Middle East, which increased to 64% in 2017. In 2017, Qatar exported 52% of its oil to India,

Percentage
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Source: https://asiasocietv.org/asias-new-pivot/india
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with the rest coming from the US, Russia and Australia. It is estimated that between 2020 and
2040, India's energy demand will overwhelm China as well as other regions of the world.
(Gupta, 2019)

The current government has focused on the ‘Link West Policy’ to improve relations with
India's Western neighbours, mainly the Persian Gulf countries. In 2003, India signed its first
strategic partnership with Iran. It signed a strategic partnership with Yemen in 2008 and a
strategic partnership with Saudi Arabia in 2010. Abu Dhabi's Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed signed the comprehensive agreement after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's state visit
to the UAE later in 2014. The current government has pursued close ties with Israel. He
attempted to de-hyphenate India's foreign policy with Palestine and Israel and expressed the
desire to maintain good relations between the two countries, for the sake of India's progress.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has visited the Middle East more than 10 times since coming
to office in 2014. He has visited Iran, Israel, Jordan, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. Due to India's rivalry with Pakistan, India's energy
imports through pipelines to the Middle East are somewhat difficult. The country has
maintained long-standing relations with Iran, even though the same cannot be said for Saudi
Arabia, Israel and the United States. India believes that the Middle East is necessary to
sustain India's economic growth. As the country’s global ambitions grow, it feels the
importance of expanding its influence in the oceans, countering China's encroachment in the
region. The importance of the Indian Ocean in developing and maintaining relations with the
Middle Eastern countries is undeniable. The role of the India Middle East Economic Corridor
(IMEC) project will accentuate the comprehensive relations between South-Asian developing
nations with the Middle-East and European Nations.

THE INDIA- MIDDLE-EAST EUROPE ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (IMEC): INDIA’S
COMPREHENSIVE VIEW

The $20 billion India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC) is a luxury project that possibly
will build a sustainable link between Asia and Europe through the Middle East declared in
the G20 summit in New Delhi. India is now the most populous country in the world,
surpassing China, and it is projected that the Indian economy will emerge as the 3rd largest
economy in the world by 2027(Herald, December 2023). Broadly speaking the Country’s
position today is not only stuck among the developing countries only. India’s G20 presidency
has marked the milestone and it presents exceptional opportunities for the country to initiate a
collective approach to tackle interconnected and multiple challenges collectively and
effectively. This India Middle-East Economic Corridor (IMEC) project will further
strengthen the US alliance with India through the India-led Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Investment (PGII). The MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) was signed
to bolster transportation and communication links between Asia and Europe. The
Memorandum of Understanding has mapped out the potential geography of the region which
may compete with the Suez Canal. European Union (EU) President Ursula von der Leyen
stated, ‘IMEC will create direct connections between the West's countries and reduce travel
by 40 percent’. (Kartik, September 10, 2023) The IMEC will also help supply between the
regions due to the geopolitical resource export-import problem caused by the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.
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The project will consist of two corridors. The Eastern part of the Corridor will connect the
Middle-East with the Gulf countries and the Northern Corridor will connect the Arabian
Middle-East with Europe. It is an extensive network that integrates a railway corridor,
hydrogen pipelines and high-density cables. The corridor is expected to help in energy
development and export. Undersea cables and telecommunications lines are planned to
expand reliable access to electricity. The corridor will leverage existing trade and
manufacturing and integrate supply chains. Privatisation and trade arrangements will be
developed in participating countries. The corridor is planned by countries that can invest
based on perceived need. Importantly, countries are expected to ally or form a strategic
partnership with each other and help each other in their growth. The corridor promises to
cement India’s energy security. India's corridor strategy will further enhance its presence in
the Indian Ocean and potentially extend its reach into the Mediterranean. Strategically, the
Strait of Malacca from the Gulf of Aden has always been of interest to India. IMEC is likely
to expand India's sphere of influence. The IMEC will provide plenty of opportunities for
infrastructure construction and development. The corridor provides a viable alternative to the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), which is a trade route geo-
strategically positioned differently. A 7,200-km (4,500-mi) long multi-mode network
between India, Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia, and Europe is connected by long-haul
ships, rail, and road routes. The purpose of the corridor is to provide trade links between
major cities such as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, etc. The primary objective of the
INSTC project is to save both time and cost due to trade between countries. Mumbai is at the
southern hub of the route. The sea route extends from the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas to
Bandar-e-Anzali along the Caspian Sea. The INSTC route allows India- Iran- Azerbaijan-
Russia- Kazakhstan transport connectivity through the Azerbaijan route. Chabahar Port plays
a significant role in the integration between India and Iran. The Trans-Iranian Canal connects
the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea. INSTC plays a significant role in strengthening India’s
relationship with Asia as per India's Foreign Trade Policy 2015-2020(Jha, April 2023). The
convenience of INSTC is further amplified given that India does not have to supply through
China to trade with Russia, thereby overcoming the former’s unusual relationship with China
Given China's growing regional ambitions through the One Belt One Road Initiative adopted
in 2013, the use of INSTC is a positive aspect for India from a trading perspective. The
proposed INSTC has succeeded in securing its interests in Central Asia and beyond. While it
takes 40-50 days to trade through the Suez Canal, it takes 20-30 days to trade through the
INSTC (Chowdhury. A. December 2023) However, geopolitical issues, infrastructural
development, customs procedures, etc. have created problems in the successful
implementation of INSTC among the participating countries.

New Delhi's closest friends and collaborators are now Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, which will lend due support to India's polarised politics. The IMEC project plans to
build the massive trans-Arabian rail line across the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and
Jordan, wherein the two ends of the Middle East need to be connected by shipping lines -
Mumbai with Jebel Ali in the United Arab Emirates, and Haifa in Israel with Piraeus in
Greece. The United States has provided appropriate assistance to India in the project.
Washington's changed policy towards the Middle East and the development of Middle East
relations with New Delhi are believed to benefit India and America. Relying on sea power is
now the main mantra. The interests of the participating countries are diverse and based on
fulfilling their national interests. The three major states of the European continent, Germany,
France and Italy along with the Gulf and India have sought to strengthen their geo-economic
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influence. Saudi Arabia and the UAE have sought further development of their oil import and
green tribunal systems through Project Arrow. Both Riyadh and Abu Dhabi have participated
in the IMEC project. The IMEC project possibly is a revolutionary path-finding for India to
develop deeper ties with Asia and Europe. This will enable India to enter West Asia, which
was previously a barrier due to Pakistan. The corridor will economically help India to send
goods to UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, and Greece to Italy, France, and Germany.

While the announcement of
IMEC's new corridor is an
effective step to enhance
economic  and  transport
connectivity, current world
geopolitics is expected to

Piragus ™ ~~
~« . Haifa

impact the corridor's

Al Haditha planning. The Corridor was
R B "Gh;ﬂ;f”f[{" supp_osed to normalise_

*~@ Mumbal relations  between  Saudi

Arabia and Israel, but the start
of the Israel-Hamas war in
October 2023 complicated
matters. In this range, the
development of relations in
the Middle East with Israel
seems to be difficult. The action plan on IMEC in this range is to be convened in a meeting
within 60 days. Also, the lack of a rail network between Saudi Arabia the UAE, and Jordan
with Saudi Arabia may delay the project. Again, various political and economic factors may
cause delays in the project. India’s stance with few countries which are not that favourable
but are geographically considered prime candidates for inclusion in the IMEC project such as
Oman, Turkey, and Irag. Oman was included in India's INSTC project where it would have
built Russia's connectivity with India, but non-participation in IMEC could cause problems in
terms of trade.

The Global order and politics is witnessing rapid changes: development, emergence of new
blocs, groups and initiatives. The India Middle East Corridor (IMEC) project announced at
the 2023 G20 summit is one of India's biggest weapons to expand its commercial influence
from Asia to Europe, especially the Gulf region. Even the US has participated not to oppose
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) project but to block China's wider influence over the
world. It was BRI’s 10th year of Anniversary in 2023 and the adoption of the IMEC project
can make China to re-think more critically again on its BRI initiative. The BRI project is
significant to China, which was added to the Chinese Constitution in 2013, but the IMEC
never denied the impact of China's BRI project on countries over the past ten years. However,
a report published in the Financial Times in April put the BRI lending figure at around US$1
trillion over the past decade. (RAZA, October 1, 2023) This project is partly the reason most
developing countries fell into a debt trap during the Covid-19 pandemic though China argued
the BRI project is the win-win situation for every country. (Anwar, 2023) China has signed
MOUs with countries and given loans, but according to the University of Munich, Harvard
Kennedy School, and the Kiel Institute report, more than 50% of the loan data is not recorded
in the World Bank report. (Trebesch, March 28, 2023) It is difficult for both receiving and

Source:Source: “IMEC: A Historic Corridor Amidst Historical Challenges”
https://ciwadindia.org/imec-a-revolutionary-corridor-amid-historical-challenges
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paying countries to understand the country's debt. One where we can say the BRI project is a
debt trap by China. Other developing countries except India and Bhutan are not part of BRI
and China's vassal country Pakistan is trapped in the debt trap. Kathmandu has 35 projects
that are part of the BRI today, and Nepal is a major investment site for China.

IN SUMMARY

The growing geopolitical competition between the United States and China, the
announcement of the India-Middle-East Economic Corridor (IMEC) at the G20 2023 summit,
is reminiscent of China's strategic concerns. Historically India’s relations with the Middle
East was not excellent till the current government has played a significant role in improving
the relations. A project of the stature of the IMEC is expected to develop India’s multifaceted
relations with not only the Middle East but also with Central Asia and European countries. As
The 12U2 coalition of India—~UAE-Israel-US has been making steady progress, we can see a
straight possibility on IMEC as well. Every participating country will be able to be part of the
game and will experience allies with each other, working with each other. It has seen some
groundwork being laid by a consortium of Emirati firms, which have already begun work on
building a US$7 billion logistics and distribution network for the India-Middle East food
corridor(Shankar PR, November, 2023) Importantly, an exciting infrastructure can be
developed through the project. Therefore, there is no doubt that the project has the potential
to be tremendously important from the geo-economic and geo-political vantage point. For the
rest, we must wait and watch.
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ABSTRACT

The concept of “Greater China” rose to prominence in Chinese Sinocentric discourse during
the 1970s with the state’s increasing economic influence over Asia. However, formal usage of
the concept became an integral part of China’s foreign policy only in recent years. The most
striking component of this policy is China’s irredentist claims over the ““lost territories,”
which were once occupied by the Qing Dynasty and are now part of sovereign states.
Territorial claims made by China are not new to neighbouring states; however, the methods
used by the Asian giant have raised questions over sovereignty and only fueled territorial
disputes. It is not false that China has over the years adopted treacherous measures to tailor
narratives favouring its moves on the continent, leading to doubts about the veracity of
China’s assertions. This article delves into two major contentions: (i) China’s territorial
claims on Tibet and Tawang, and (ii) China’s claim on the South China Sea. It also explores
the topic of China's painstaking revision of its own history in an attempt to “invade”
sovereign states, as it builds upon the body of research that demonstrates the ultimate fallacy
of these claims.

Keywords: China, South China Sea, Tibet, Chinese irredentism

China has at present territorial disputes with eighteen countries, which can be grouped into
two categories: (1) territorial disputes arising from China’s claim over portions of other
sovereign lands related to previous Chinese dynasties, involving Tibet, India, Nepal, Bhutan,
North Korea, South Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Tajikistan, Russia, and Mongolia; and
(2) territorial disputes arising from China's claim over the entirety of the South China Sea,
which involves Japan, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Philippines. The
initial category of issues stems directly from China’s current irredentist strategy, which aims
to integrate “lost territories” that other imperial powers at the time conguered from the Qing
Dynasty. Closer to home, China and India are at odds over the Aksai Chin in the west, the
region from the Demchok that stretches up to the borders of Nepal, and all of Arunachal
Pradesh, especially Tawang in the east. The fact that a treaty was made between the rulers of
Ladakh and Tibet in the 1680s, readily refutes the territorial claims over Aksai Chin. This
assertion is supported by the Dogra chief Maharaja Gulab Singh's 1834 conquest of Ladakh
and the 1842 proclamation of Ladakh as a part of Kashmir. When Kashmir and Ladakh were
included into the British Empire in 1846, the situation remained the same. Historian
Ramchandra Guha in ‘India After Gandhi’ writes, “No official Chinese maps showed Aksai
Chin as part of China before the 1920s ... which had been the Indian claim all along” (Guha,
2007, p. 319). However, the eastern side of the Line of No Control is the primary point of
dispute between the two states. Tawang and possibly the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh
have been on its radar for as long as China has maintained its claim to Tibet. China
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substantiates its claim on the region by using the narrative that Tibet was never a de facto
independent state and that the whole region was ruled by the Qing Dynasty. Historically,
China asserted this position by withdrawing its recognition of the 1914 Shimla Convention,
which Tibet, China, and British India had signed. Ivan Chen, the Chinese representative,
initially appeared hesitant to accept the convention for the recognition of the McMahon Line
despite China having initially signed it after significant territorial adjustment. He later denied
his acceptance, claiming that China never acknowledged Tibet’s territorial sovereignty and
that, as a result, China could not recognize the agreement to which only a tributary (Tibet)
was a party. (Guruswamy & Singh, 2009, p. 31). It is important to remember that Tawang
was governed by the Tibetans prior to this convention, which was the sole method by which
it was given to the British. China, therefore, took the official position that Tawang is merely
an extension of Tibet and a part of its territory by denying Tibet's sovereignty. Over the past
few years, this assertion has only gotten stronger.

However, to comprehend China's long-standing demands, one needs to look beyond its
economy to its rich history of many trade systems. Shyam Saran explores the possible
psychology behind China's unpredictable territoriality and seizure mentality in ‘How China
Sees India and the World.” Presenting the concept of the Chinese Tributary System and its
representation of China's empire as the global centre, we are acquainted with the tributes sent
to China by smaller tribal kingdoms in exchange for peace, such as silk and gold.
Materialistic exchanges have traditionally been a key component of China's diplomatic
approaches with its neighbours. Noting this, he clarifies, "What is different is the manner in
which the tribute system became a symbol of China's view of itself as a celestial empire at the
centre of the world and a source of political legitimacy,” (Saran, 2022). The hostile kingdoms
that were left outside of the Middle Kingdom began to be perceived as less civilised, warring
chiefdoms on the periphery that were also concentric zones of dwindling civilizations.
However, the political order may have been very different in actuality. China has made use of
the Silk Route, which passed through the powerful empires of Persia, the Indus, and other
central Asian nations, to capitalise on its rich trading history. However, a significant portion
of the items traded via the caravan routes came from South Asian civilizations, including
textiles, precious gemstones and spices. This demonstrates unequivocally that China has
never in history been in the centre of the Asian Civilizations; rather, it has always been on the
periphery both geographically and economically. Even though these historical analyses
suffice to refute China's assertions, China has used a certain epistemology as part of its plan
to seize control of the political and economic hegemony in Asia.

In 2006, the Chinese ambassador to India, Sun Yuxi, stated, “In our position, the whole of the
state of Arunachal Pradesh is Chinese territory. And Tawang is only one of the places in it.
We are claiming all of that. That is our position.” (Arunachal Pradesh Is Our Territory:
Chinese Envoy, n.d.-b). Still, neither of the parties finds these statements particularly new.
Actually, there are no formal historical documents that demonstrate Tibet was ever a part of
China. Only suzerainty could adequately characterise the relationship between China and
Tibet, which “waxed and waned with the changing fortunes of the central government in
Beijing.” (Chakravarti, 1962, p. 15). Tawang's historical roots can be used to explain China's
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interest in the region. Eleven out of the Fourteen Dalai Lama were born in Tawang, which is
linked to a significant proportion of the entirety of Tibetan culture. Tawang is crucial in
linking Tibet to China and henceforth, the territorial claims follow because of this. However,
Tawang was never directly ruled by Tibet, and even though it was governed by an ambiguous
Tibetan government and “monastic” taxes were collected, Tawang's Mopes and Tibetans
were very different from one another in terms of geographical distinction and socio-ethnic
makeup. So far that an account states, “when political power was concentrated in Lhasa,
Tibetans would look down upon the Monpa almost as if they were a tribe of Southern
barbarians.” (Tharoor, 2009).

CARTOGRAPHIC ANOMALY

China has always argued that sovereign borders in its ancient empires were never defined or
demarcated when addressing territorial disputes with India and any other country over land.
It's a very advantageous endeavour because it gives China the pretext to assert its irredentist
narrative and claim any territory it desires. The paradox with China, however, is that it uses
the opposite definition for the South China Sea and its maritime boundaries—which have
always been well-defined and delimited—to support its claims in the region, especially with
regard to the Senkaku Islands. The Republic of China (ROC) initially adopted the Eleven
Dash Line, which displayed the government's claimed territory in the South China Sea. Post-
establishment of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), Mao Zedong dropped two lines
down the Gulf of Tonkin over time in 1953. This resulted in a demarcation line with nine
dashes which came to be used to define China's “territories” in the South China Sea. The line
is used by both the ROC and the PRC but common territorial ground does not negate China's
claim to the entirety of Taiwan. The nine dashed line is problematic because China
completely ignores the sovereign existence of the Philippines, Malaysia, and Vietnam, who
share a significant amount of maritime territory in the South China Sea, by recognizing the
maritime boundary of the South China Sea as a part of China.

It is claimed that the Senkaku islets are the subject of a territorial dispute between China and
Japan that is “over centuries old.” However, it wasn't until 1968 that Taiwan's increasing
interest in the region became apparent. The first energy survey of the East China Sea, which
indicated that the marine region may have “substantial energy deposits,” prompted this.
(Blanchard, 2000, p. 98) Nixon's choice to return Okinawa to Japan did nothing but
strengthen Taiwan’s claims. At a meeting with Kissinger, Nixon's national security advisor at
the time, on April 12, 1971, the ROC ambassador to the US, Chow Shu-Kai, disclosed that
Taiwan had successfully bid for the islets and “defended its claims over the Ryukyus”
(Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969-1976, Volume XIX, Part 2, Japan, 1969-1972 -
Office of the Historian, n.d.). The US was further compelled to uphold its Neutrality Doctrine
in light of the escalating territorial dispute between Taiwan and Japan. China's claim over the
Senkaku could now expand alongside Taiwan's as a result of the warming relations between
Nixon and Mao in the early 1970s. China geopolitically validated this claim for security
purposes, as the islands could serve as military installations in any event that took the shape
of an anti-Chinese propaganda. Even though the Nixon administration contended that the
Senkakus were governed by Japan during World War 1l and ought to be returned with the
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other Ryukyus, the United States would formally uphold its neutral stance, declaring that
giving Japan back its administrative rights would “in no way prejudice the underlying claims
of the People’s Republic of China.” (Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969-1976,
Volume XIX, Part 2, Japan, 1969-1972 - Office of the Historian, n.d.). Beijing reaffirmed its
claims, asserting that the islands were part of Chinese territory during the Qing Dynasty and
that they were only given up to Japan in 1895 along with Taiwan.

Chinese claims to sovereign land based on historical dynasties have impacted every Asian
state currently in existence. However, these assertions take on ludicrous forms in Taiwan.
The island state belonged to the Qing Dynasty, but as previously mentioned, Taiwan, the
Ryukyus, and the Senkakus were all annexed by Japan following its victory in the first Sino-
Japanese war in 1895. Following the collapse of the Qing Dynasty, the Republic of China
was founded on the Chinese mainland in 1912. However, Taiwan was not “returned” to the
ROC until 1945, following Japan's defeat in World War 1. Mao Zedong and the Communist
Party of China (CPC) defeated the regime of Sheng Kai-Shek in the Chinese civil war of
1949. It is important to note that up until the CPC established the People's Republic of China
in October 1949, the Kuomintang (KMT) controlled the majority of China at that time. Due
to the PRC's lack of a functioning navy and its ability to only claim its mainland territory,
following their defeat, the KMT retreated to Taiwan, which was still ruled by the ROC.
Although Taiwan has never been under the administrative authority of the post-civil war
China, the country nevertheless claims the island nation on the grounds that the Qing Dynasty
originally possessed it.

The Chinese government has also been at odds concerning the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region. The area has historically been known as East Turkestan and has been home to
minority tribes that are primarily Muslim. A study shows that genetically, the Uyghur tribes
are relatively more closely related to the Kazakhs and other Altai-speaking populations than
the Chinese. (Adnan et al., 2021). An examination of its dynastic history also lays the
foundation for the Oirat Mongols' administrative dominance in the area before the Qing
dynasty came to power. In contrast to Tibet, the government has found it harder to use the
“ethnic similarity” card in this relation with this region. As a result, it has responded with
policies that seek to ‘develop’ the region for the benefit of its people. However, a number of
human rights organisations have charged China with violating the Uyghur people's human
rights and have exposed such “re-education” camps as concentration camps where a steady
process of eradicating the Uyghur’s religious and nationalist identity is being taken place. As
demonstrated by the Tawang and South China Sea cases, China's territorial claims have
always been based primarily on security, strategic, and economic considerations. Being the
entry point for China’s security and diplomatic relations with Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Kazakhstan, the province of Xinjiang is significant to the country. Xinjiang not only produces
a fifth of the world’s total cotton production, (Akram, 2021) but it is also rich in minerals, oil,
gas, and coal. For China to become less reliant on imports of textiles, Xinjiang is essential.
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BETWEEN AND BEYOND CONSTRUCTION

China's first instinct, whenever it recognizes a territory that bears even the slightest
resemblance to the Qing Empire, has always been to tweak its own historical record to
appropriate the existence of such regions. Eventually, the concept of integrating “Greater
China” has been met with ridicule and scepticism. With regard to Annex VII of the
UNCLOS, Chinese activities in the South China Sea have been declared a violation of the
Philippines’ exercise of its sovereign and exclusive rights at sea by the infamous South China
Sea Arbitration (Cases | PCA-CPA, n.d.). China, on the other hand, has maintained the
strictness of its claims, asserting that the South China Sea is an authentic portion of China's
sovereign maritime border. This is where China's narrative breaks down: Whose
Sovereignty?

China has always argued that the concept of sovereignty belongs to modern nation-states, not
historical empires. From 1644 until 1912, the Qing Dynasty ruled for more than 300 years; as
such, it can only be characterised as late dynastic rather than “ancient.” If contemporary
states were to adhere to the same irredentist formula, Mongolia would possess nearly all of
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, including China which could be substantiated by the erratic
expansion of the Mongol Empire under Genghis Khan. Another way of looking at China’s
paradoxes could be that The Great Wall of China was built as a defence strategy to keep the
Mongols and Manchu tribes from invading Han China (Malik, 2013); however, modern
official Chinese history fabricates historical accounts to assert that the Mongols, Manchus,
Tibetans, and Hans were all of Chinese descent. China has long employed state-controlled
cartographic aggression as a tool to advance myths about its sovereignty and the idea that it
owns all of the land that its former empires once controlled. For instance, official Manchu
Empire cartographic records provide no proof that the empire ruled over Tibet at any time in
history, despite China's adamant claims to the region.

It is true that ancient empires lacked clearly defined borders, but if this gives China the right
to assert territorial claims that violate international sovereignty, it would be no different if
India established its claims to present-day Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, and Thailand given that all of them were ruled by earlier Indian dynasties.
However, a rational state is unlikely to act in such a manner considering that it is not
acceptable to appropriate historical accounts into one's own. Similarly, China’s historical
“evidence” that is tailored along the South China Sea is still unfounded. China undoubtedly
has the same rights over it as India does over the Indian Ocean. However, going beyond what
the UNCLOS permits in terms of exercising maritime rights only serves to further isolate
China as a perpetuator. Furthermore, concerns have been raised regarding the legal
applicability of China's stance due to its flagrant disrespect for the UNCLOS, EEZs, and the
sovereign rights of the Philippines and numerous other countries despite being a signatory to
the convention.

China has attempted over time to conflate the idea of real control with what was merely
perceived control, eventually resulting in the assertion that “Imperial Sinocentrism shapes
and underpins modern Chinese nationalism” (Martin, 2008, pg. 244). It is also clear, though,
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that China is merely following the US’s lead. Like China’s position on Tibet and Xinjiang, it
would be completely hypocritical to dismiss US actions in the Middle East as an attempt to
“liberate” the states. Additionally, US and Canada's disagreement over the Beaufort Sea
cannot be ignored because the region has significant oil reserves. That being said, with the
emergence of nation-states and sovereignties, China's territorial claims are untenable in the
current political landscape. Furthermore, China is unable to contest their legitimacy as
international territories are currently constrained by strict policies in both the domestic and
international domains, despite China's bully-ish tendencies and coercive approach to
becoming a superpower. Therefore, China needs to be careful not to let its goals and
irrational claims undermine its credibility as a reliable superpower.
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ABSTRACT

The ever-growing population, consumerism, deforestation, lack of governmental
accountability, and lack of collective awareness have increased global temperatures and the
annual carbon footprint. Affirming the same, Indian award-winning author Amitav Ghosh
states that ‘climate change is like death, no one wants to talk about it.” Through his recent
fiction and nonfiction works, he claimsthat it is high time that we acknowledge the dangerous
ways in which the climate crisis is about to change the destiny of our planet and our future
generations. It is time we wake up and question our current paradigms and thought processes
to be able to analyse the falsities and preconceived notions embedded in the present
narratives of climate change, within literature and outside of it. Climate change is no longer
a personal issue but is related in complex ways to geopolitics, colonialism, and capitalism.
The purpose of this paper is to examine the “‘narrative of climate change’ in Amitav Ghosh’s
THE HUNGRY TIDE (2004), a novel that traces the arrival of colonialism and its
devastating effects on Asia’s largest estuarine ecosystem, the Sundarbans.

Keywords: Climate change, colonialism, Sundarbans.

CLIMATE CHANGE AT A GLANCE

In the recent decade, the global climate crisis has received much-needed attention both in the
form of international conferences such as COP27 (2022), and in literature through the
fictional and nonfictional works of writers such as Arundhuti Roy and Amitav Ghosh. COP27
aimed at targeting the climate crisis by resolving to limit global temperature rises and by
adapting to the changes caused by climate change. Similarly, the outcome of COP26 (2021)
was the Glasgow Climate Pact which was signed in affirmation of the Paris Agreement goal
of limiting the increase of global temperature below 2 degrees. However, standing at the end
of 2023, there remains an unmistakable discrepancy between the promises made and the
current results. COP27 has revealed that countries have failed to adhere to the commitment
towards phasing out the use of fossil fuels as was made in previous conferences (UN, 2022).
According to the Carbon Brief analysis, the global CO, concentration has increased by three-
fold. The increase in population has led to a tremendous increase in the use of fossil fuels. In
The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable (2016), Amitav Ghosh, while
carrying out an inquiry into the seismic and cyclonic activities in the Arabian Sea refers to
Adam Sobel as he learns that ‘the most up-to-date research indicates that the Arabian Sea is
one of the regions of the world where cyclonic activity is indeed likely to increase...” (Ghosh,
2016, pg.19). Sure enough, India has experienced more cyclonic activity in the last 3 years
than in an entire decade starting from the super-cyclone Amphan which hit the Ganges Delta,
severely affecting the Sundarbans in 2020, and cyclone Biparjoy which caused severe
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damage to the low-lying areas of Mumbai, Maharashtra, Goa, and Delhi. As the frequency of
cyclonic activity increases along with changing rainfall patterns, we must acknowledge that
there is something frighteningly wrong with our planet.

LITERARY NARRATIVES AND REPRESENTATION

Literary narratives are important ways through which writers have been constantly speaking
about the climate crisis. Amitav Ghosh in The Great Derangement talks about how
contemporary fictional works have failed to capture the essence of climate change in any
consciously realistic way. Discussions regarding climate change have been limited mostly to
the genre of science fiction. Climate crisis poses challenges with wider implications. The lack
of truer representations of the climate scene barring the fictional works of authors such as
Arundhati Roy shows that in order to understand the climate crisis, it is imperative for us to
understand “culture’. This involves a nuanced examination of people and their lifestyles,
human habits and their connection to nature, human responses to natural calamities and
governmental measures towards protection of nature and people. This has been beautifully
executed by Arundhati Roy in The God of Small Things (1997), Amitav Ghosh in The
Hungry Tide and John Steinbeck in The Grapes of Wrath (1939). In a broader spectrum,
Steinbeck interweaves the natural tragedy of the Dust Bowl of the 1930s with the consistently
damaging agricultural practices over centuries. Ghosh states:

Culture generates desires... This culture is, of course, intimately linked with wider
histories of imperialism and capitalism that have shaped the world. (Ghosh, pg. 19)

The continuous imagery of “dust’ clogs the entire narrative implying the racial anachronisms,
large scale industrialisation, constant deforestation resulting in the erosion of the topsoil, and
the exodus to the West. This culture specific history is then tied to the ‘wider history’ of
European imperial ventures as the Pilgrim Fathers sailed towards the virgin lands of America.

In an attempt to explain the picture of a natural calamity within a literary space, Amitav
Ghosh reminisces upon his experience of a tornado in Delhi on 17 March 1978, he remarks:

Only much later did I realise that the tornado’s eye had passed directly over me. It
seemed to me that there was something eerily apt about that metaphor: what
happened at that moment was strangely like a species of visual contact, of
beholding and being beheld. (Ghosh, pg. 16)

Ghosh, at that moment, seems to have felt a sense of the improbable and the uncertain
infringing upon what he calls the ‘regularity of bourgeoisie life’ (Ghosh, pg. 19). Since his
childhood, he became aware of ‘the proximity of non-human presences’ (Ghosh, 2004, pg. 9),
even when he was writing about the Sundarbans in The Hungry Tide. He uses Franco
Moretti’s concept of “fillers’ to describe how modern novels foreground the instances of the
ordinary only to conceal that which is exceptional. They turn a novel into a ‘calm passion,’
convincingly eliminating that which is incomprehensible, thereby ‘rationalising the novelistic
universe’ so that the great flood that engulfs and kills Fokir at the end of The Hungry Tide
feels like a distant world-view, one that is far removed from our everyday experience. Ghosh
asserts that the novel form has been born into existence through ‘the banishing of the
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improbable and the insertion of the everyday’ (Ghosh, pg. 19). He is staunchly against such
ways of narrativizing climate crises. In The Hungry Tide, he crafts the fictional world of
Lusibari and the changing currents of the tide country in such detail that helps us to gauge its
enormity, offering moral and ethical gravity to its critique of the issues of colonialism and
globalisation and their effects on climate that occupy the forefront of the novel.

NARRATIVE OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE HUNGRY TIDE

The first element through which Ghosh contextualises climate change within the narrative of
The Hungry Tide is the setting. The story is set in the Sundarbans, the largest mangrove forest
in the world. In order to describe the uncanniness of the terrain, Ghosh iterates, ‘The
Sundarbans are nothing like the forests that usually figure in literature. The greenery is
dense...the canopy is not above but around you, constantly clawing at your skin and your
clothes” (Ghosh, pg. 28). The British considered the Sundarbans a ‘jungle’ full of barbaric
local people and their outdated customs. It was not until 1878 that Sundarbans was declared a
protected forest area and the southeastern part of the forest was preserved by British
authorities. Henceforth, by choosing Sundarbans as the setting for the fictional narrative to
unfold, Ghosh intertwines cultural and colonial histories with the gradual rise of capitalism.

The water around acts as a leveller of existence. Within the ecosystem, the water erodes all
class and economic distinctions among Fokir, Piya, and Kanai. As the young cytologist Piya
arrives in the region, she becomes entranced by its labyrinthian appearance. She states: ‘there
are more species of fish in Sundarbans than can be found in the whole continent of Europe’
(Ghosh, pg. 50). The rich biodiversity of the place makes it a fit setting for exploring the
narrative of climate change. In the words of KanshaMahadevia and MayankVikas,

With rising sea levels, islands are disappearing and the increasing salinity in the water
and soil has severely threatened the health of the mangrove forests and the quality of
soil and crops...Frequent cyclones and erratic monsoon patterns are damaging
ecology and humanity. (Mahadevia&Vikas, 2012)

The rising sea levels are a direct indicator of climate change and it has happened partly due to
geological processes and partly due to human activities such as the ‘building of dams and the
extraction of groundwater and oil” (Ghosh, pg. 75). The mangrove functions as a prevention,
a barrier ‘against the destructive force of cyclones that batter this coast’ (Dutrieux, pg. 19).
The water resists all man-made restrictions. While life is manageable only because of the
‘bandh’ (dam), the waters in the end, break away from all constraints of the ‘regularity of a
bourgeoisie life’, sweeping through all orders and preconceived assumptions of the universe
and in the midst of it, the waves unite Piya and Fokir, the first-world intellectual and the
downtrodden subaltern. Through this unification, Ghosh highlights one of the most important
reasons behind climate change: the socio-cultural and economic inequalities that lie between
the two worlds. The water equalises that which is unequal.

In recent years, the Sundarbans has been hit by many cyclones such as Aila, Bulbul and
Amphan being the worst, making it one of the most cyclone-prone regions of the world. The
problem began when Lord Cornwallis passed the Permanent Settlement Act, levying fixed
tax on landholders and allowing them to keep the extra produce, which induced them to

37



produce more. This was done in order to increase investment in agriculture but had far
reaching consequences. The agricultural expansion was soon targeted at the Sundarbans. This
led to widespread deforestation as the colonisers started converting forests into farmland.
Population increased and so did the urgency to settle on the river banks. Soon, the Hooghly
river started silting up and in an attempt to continue the economic venture in the Sundarbans,
Port Canning was established in 1862. It was around this time that Henry Piddington raised
concerns over the rapid technological and infrastructural advancements in the Sundarbans,
predicting that if this continues,

everyone and everything must be prepared to see a day when, in the midst of the
horrors of a hurricane, they will find a terrific mass of salt water rolling in, or rising
up upon them, with such rapidity that the whole settlement will be inundated to a
depth of from five to fifteen feet. (Ghosh, 2020)

In about five years from Piddington’s prediction, a cyclone made its landfall in 1867 when a
6 feet wave carried away a huge portion of the riverbank with settlements, reducing Port
Canning and the town to a ‘bleached skeleton.” The colonial effort towards development in
the region was not done from an anthropocentric or an ecological point of view. In an effort,
therefore, to make the Sundarbans more habitable, the British government started giving
rewards to local people for catching tigers. Almost 1200 tigers were killed annually.
According to the Telegraph, the Sundarbans now contains about 100 tigers and ranks 31
among 51 tiger reserves in the world (2003).

Amitav Ghosh explicitly weaves the narratives of colonialism and capitalism with the climate
crisis. The capitalistic system ensures the accumulation of wealth in the hands of a few whilst
exploiting many. Ghosh is fiercely critical of the idea of infinite and unlimited growth and in
The Great Derangement, he traces the history of non-western technological development
until the advent of the Industrial Revolution in the West. Anil Agarwal and Sunita Narain in
their 1991 essay on climate change say that ‘the accumulation in the atmosphere of
[greenhouse] gases are mainly the result of the gargantuan consumption of the developed
countries’ (Ghosh, pg. 80). In contrast, Ghosh states that growth was set in motion by the
Islamic expansion, linking India with the world and even China witnessed a ‘mediaeval
economic revolution” which led to widespread deforestation. Chinese were, in fact, pioneers
in the use of other fossil fuels. Thus, it was not until the Western notion of exploitative
environmental control was embedded into the Eastern mind that there emerged what
Arundhuti Roy calls ‘a psychotic refusal to understand that the survival of the species is
connected to the survival of the planet.”

The effects of colonialism in the novel are pronounced through the narrative of the
Morichjhapi Massacre. The novel portrays conflicts between humans, non-humans, and the
dominant social ideologies. The Morichjhapi Massacre explains how climate change,
globalisation, economic inequalities, migration, and postcolonialism are intertwined. It occurs
post-partition when a large number of refugees from Bangladesh, in the wake of the Bengal
famine of 1943, settle in one of the islands of West Bengal in the late 1970s which was later
declared by the Indira Gandhi government to be transformed into a Tiger Reserve. The
refugees are militarily evicted and killed as the government claims their homeland for
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conservation. The refugees have lived on the island for years. When the Britishers descended
on the uninhabitable archipelago, they quickly assaulted the virgin land to make it suitable for
habitation and use. Here, Ghosh uses the story of Sir Daniel Hamilton to lay further emphasis
on the coloniser’s “civilising mission.” Sir Daniel Hamilton saw the value of the deposited
mud in the delta. He bought 10,000 acres of land in the Sundarbans, and even built a school,
completely disregarding an already functioning ecosystem. He introduced electricity and
gave free land to people wanting to work and tigers and floods killed many. Back then, killed
were the workers, the common people who belonged to the lowest ranks of social order. Even
now, as the refugees get forcefully evicted, they are unable to understand government
policies and the remoteness of the people who want to conserve the tide country without
knowing its secret paths.

Ghosh asserts that while writing fictional works such as The Hungry Tide, he realised that the
‘accelerating impacts of global warming have begun to threaten the very existence of low-
lying areas like the Sundarbans’ (Ghosh, 2016, pg. 20). According to the Indian State Forest
Report of 2021, the dense mangrove cover in the Sundarbans has shrunk by two square
kilometres — from 996 sq km to 994 sq km, between 2019 and 2021. This has been because of
the constant brunt of storms and cyclones originating in the Bay of Bengal which has also
resulted in intense soil erosion. The constant storm surges have resulted in rendering the soil
unproductive, as infested by saline water. This had led to a huge decline in the agribusiness
sector. With the frequency of cyclonic activity, instead of evacuating the region, providing
proper settlement to the civilians, halting infrastructural changes and increasing afforestation,
the government is still actively promoting the establishment of railways, bridges and resorts
to make Sundarbans more accessible. Therefore, climate change within The Hungry Tide and
outside of it is becoming frighteningly real. The goal of the modern writer therefore, is to
amalgamate fiction with real world occurrences. In picturizing the Sundarbans, Ghosh
emphasises the livelihood of local people, their beliefs, and folklores. Through the story of
Bon Bibi, the protector of the forest, the novelist poses critical questions regarding any sort of
divine credibility against such colonialist and capitalistic savagery. Similarly, the modern
writer needs to focus on highlighting the socio-political and cultural factors of an
Anthropocene and foreground its relevance on a global spectrum. This is what Ghosh means
to convey when he addresses the modern writer as a historian of sorts, whose task is to
examine the way literary narratives, such as art, poetry, theatre, fiction, etc, engage with
cultural and political changes. In the process, not only do modern novels become sources of
entertainment, but also sources through which the author can sensitise and impart instructions
to the reader. The literary canon needs more such narratives like The Hungry Tide.
Henceforth, the climate crisis should be dealt with effectively through its broader recognition
in the world of literature.

REFERENCES

Democracy Now. Capitalism “Is a Form of Religion” Stopping Solutions to Climate Change &
Inequality. Available at: https://www.democracynow.org/ (accessed 10 November 2023)

Dutrieux, M. (2020-2021). Climate Change in Amitav Ghosh’s The Great Derangement, The Hungry
Tide and Gun Island. PhD Thesis. Liege University Library, Belgium. (accessed 10
November 2023)

39


https://www.democracynow.org/

Ghosh, A. (2004). The Hungry Tide. London: HarperCollins Publishers.

Ghosh, A. (2016). The Great Derangement: Climate Change and The Unthinkable. London: Penguin
Publishers. (accessed 10 November 2023)

Ghosh, D. “The Sundarbans: A Tale of Sahibs and Cyclones.”
https://www.peepultree.world/livehistoryindia/story/religious-places/sunderbans  (accessed
29 December 2023)

Mahadevia, K., & Vikas, M. (2012). Climate Change — Impact on The Sundarbans, a Case Study.
International Scientific Journal: Environmental Science, 2(1):7-15. (accessed 10 November
2023)

Picciotto, R. “Southern California wildfire.” https://www.cnbc.com/2023/10/31/southern-california-
wildfire-forces-residents-to-evacuate.html (accessed 29 December 2023)

Thakur, J. (2022). Sundarbans losing its dense mangrove cover: Govt Report. Hindustan Times, 14
Jan.  https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/sunderbans-losing-its-dense-mangrove-
cover-govt-report-101642099620808.html (accessed 10 November 2023)

THE TIMES OF INDIA. “Sikkim Flash Flood.”
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/sikkim-flash-flood-death-toll-hits-40-as-
two-more-bodies-recovered-76-still-missing/articleshow/104513668.cms ~ (accessed 29
December 2023)

United  Nations.  (2021). COP26:  Together for our planet.  Available at:
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop26 (accessed 10 November 2023)

40


https://www.peepultree.world/livehistoryindia/story/religious-places/sunderbans
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/10/31/southern-california-wildfire-forces-residents-to-evacuate.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/10/31/southern-california-wildfire-forces-residents-to-evacuate.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/sunderbans-losing-its-dense-mangrove-cover-govt-report-101642099620808.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/sunderbans-losing-its-dense-mangrove-cover-govt-report-101642099620808.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/sikkim-flash-flood-death-toll-hits-40-as-two-more-bodies-recovered-76-still-missing/articleshow/104513668.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/sikkim-flash-flood-death-toll-hits-40-as-two-more-bodies-recovered-76-still-missing/articleshow/104513668.cms
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop26

The Free Market, The Capitol Hill and a Cobweb of Conflicted
Interests

Sulagna Chakraborty
Second Year (MPLS), Roll No. 0115

ABSTRACT

As a democratic nation the US Constitution’s Article 1, Section 8 grants the Congress the
sole authority to declare war. While, as a laissez-faire state, the Constitution allows the
members of Congress to trade private stocks and profit from their investments while in office.
Since the late -1990s, most of America’s defence infrastructure has been privatised through
Private Defence Contractors hired by the Congress to fulfil government contracts. Thus,
members of Congress can not only trade stocks in these private contractors and have
complete say in who wins the said contracts but also are privy to information (unavailable to
the public) about the companies due to their position. Access to such classified information
may influence how and when members of Congress buy or sell stocks. Thus, jeopardising the
integrity of the free-market. This creates an unmistakable conflict of interest that under any
other circumstance would raise concerns of ‘Insider Trading’. As the most powerful nation in
the world, the possibility that members of the US Congress might have vested financial
interests in the declaration and continuation of wars, threatens the sense of security provided
by the liberal international order. This article examines the ramifications of the
aforementioned conflict of interests and possibility of insider trading within the Congress on
how the United States responds to international conflict.

Keywords: Insider Trading, Private Defence Contractors, S.T.O.C.K Act, Senatorial
Committee

The United States on October 18th 2023 vetoed a United Nations Security Council
Resolution that would have called for “humanitarian pauses” to Israel’s attacks in order to
deliver lifesaving aid to millions in Gaza. As the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas put
it, the veto made the United States responsible for the bloodshed of Palestinians and
complicit in *genocide, ethnic cleansing and war crimes committed by the Israeli occupation
forces” (Washington Post, 2023). This comes days after the Biden Administration announced
“an unprecedented support package for Israel’s defence” worth $14.3 billion (Vox, 2023).
This not only puts into perspective the United States’ stance regarding the Israel-Palestine
conflict, but also made it indisputably clear that when it comes to profiting off of war,
moralistic and humanitarian considerations take a back-seat in the American political
zeitgeist.

The Liberal International Order that is at the centre of global politics today was created as a
reaction to the deadliest conflict in human history, the Second World War. One of the core
components of this new world order was ‘Economic Interdependence’ i.e. the belief that if
countries are engaged in bilateral and multilateral trade relations then any form of conflict
would not only negatively impact the economies of the nations involved but the global
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market-at-large. This would thus, at least theoretically, ensure that countries had no financial
impetus to engage in armed conflicts. Even at the height of the Cold War, it was not just
nuclear deterrence that prevented a full-scale conflict between the two superpowers, but also
the need to preserve the financial stability of the global market. The US emerged as the most
prominent flag bearer of this liberal international order. However, one event would change
the theoretical sense of security provided by the liberal international order in a unipolar world
led by the USA, the September 11th attacks on the World Trade Centres in New York in
2001.

In January 1961, US President Dwight D. Eisenhower used his farewell address to warn the
nation of what he perceived to be one of its greatest threats: the military-industrial complex
responsible for perpetuating war. Eisenhower warned that “an immense military
establishment and a large arms industry” had emerged as a hidden force in US politics and
that Americans “must not fail to comprehend its grave implications” (National Archives,
2010). Ironically enough, President Eisenhower was himself responsible for advancing
American military interventions, having approved two covert operations that resulted in
coups of democratically-elected leaders in Guatemala and Iran. This irony would however
become the core of the codependent relation between the American military-industrial
complex and the federal administration. Fifty or so years after Eisenhower’s foreordination,
America would find itself engaged in what seemed like perpetual wars in response to the 9/11
Attacks.

The United States government’s reaction to the attacks of September 11, 2001 and the
subsequent political climate created by the “Global War on Terror” (GWOT) led to dramatic
increases in Pentagon funding. The benefits of this post-9/11 surge in Pentagon spending
have however been highly concentrated. One-quarter to one-third of all Pentagon defence
contracts in recent years have gone to just five major weapons contractors: Lockheed Martin,
Boeing, General Dynamics, Raytheon, and Northrop Grumman (Hartung, 2021). This came
to be known as the ‘Iron Triangle’ of American politics. It is a mutualism or symbiotic
relationship between the weapons industry, the Department of Defense and the Congress. The
private weapons industry funds Senate and House of Representatives election campaigns for
certain candidates (Harvard Business Review, 2022). This funding acts as an inducement for
said candidates, who upon being elected make sure that the decisions made by the
Department of Defense benefits these private companies, either through government
purchase of the weapons they manufacture or hiring them as Private Defense Contractors.
Hence the members of Congress not only gain campaign fundings but also profit from the
‘insider information’ (information that is unavailable to the public) they receive due to their
positions as members of senatorial committees in charge of hiring said contractors, which
directly influences the stock trades they make. This results in what former Defence Secretary
Robert Gates termed a “culture of endless money” inside the Pentagon.

Since September 2001, when military intervention in Afghanistan was approved by Congress,
the stock value of the aforementioned top five defence companies has risen by an average of
900%. For those lucky enough to own stock in these companies, their investments have paid
off. In the Senate, nearly one-third of the members of the Defense Subcommittee of the
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Appropriations Committee own stocks in top defence contractors (Business Insider, 2021).
The subcommittee is in charge of drafting the procurement section of the annual Defense
spending bill, which allocates funding for the Defense Department and specifies weapons
systems and other goods for the department to purchase from private contractors. In 2020 the
subcommittee approved $1.85 billion for Joint Strike Fighter aircrafts from Lockheed Martin.
Subcommittee member Senator Roy Blunt owns as much as $100,000 worth of stock in
Lockheed Martin. The subcommittee also recommended $1.1 billion for P-8A Poseidon
aircraft, made by Boeing, while members Dianne Feinstein, Susan Collins, and Jerry Moran
owned as much as a combined $750,000 in Boeing stock (New York Times, 2021). Thus, it
suffices to assume that it is not by accident that the same private contractors winning these
government contracts happen to be the same ones that the representatives in charge of giving
said contracts are themselves invested in.

Of the 380 former high-ranking Department of Defense officials who went through the
revolving door to become lobbyists or senior executives in 2018, a quarter of them joined the
same top 5 defence contractors, according to the Project On Government Oversight (Project
Of Government Oversight, 2018). Current U.S. Secretary of Defense Mark Esper is a former
lobbyist from Raytheon, which over the past two election cycles spent $6.4 million on
campaign contributions and $20 million on federal lobbying. While former Vice President
Dick Cheney was the former CEO of defence-contractor Halliburton, and responsible for the
declaration of war against Afghanistan (Hartung, 2021). Defence stocks outperformed the
stock market overall by nearly 60% during the Afghan war (The Guardian, 2021). In return,
the private defence contractors spent over $2.4Billion lobbying Congress since 2001, and
made direct campaign contributions to most members.

Senators, on average, beat the market by 12% a year between the period of 1993-1998
(Ziobrowski, 2004). This would seem like a fairly innocuous statistic if stock market savvy
Warren Buffet did not beat the market by a meagre 2.3% in comparison during the same
period of time. When asked about it, many said the trades were done independently by a
spouse or a broker without any input from them. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and her
husband, stock-broker Paul Pelosi provide an illustration of the link between a member of
Congress and spousal insider trading. Paul Pelosi made millions of dollars on trades of
Alphabet, Inc., Amazon.com Inc., and Apple Inc. in the weeks preceding the House Judiciary
Committee’s vote on antitrust legislation that impacted the aforementioned companies.
Senator Diane Feinstein’s husband in 2020, sold $1.5 million to $6 million of a biotech stock
while she presided over the Appropriations Committee’s subcommittee that oversees funding
for the Food and Drug Administration. Similarly, House Representative Rohit Khanna
reported 10,500 trades involving nearly 900 companies made by trusts in the name of his wife
and young children. That is more trades and more companies than any other member of
Congress. All the while his congressional duties overlapped with more than 15% of the
companies his family members traded in and at least eight of them were being actively
investigated by him. At least 97 current members of Congress bought or sold stock that
intersected with their congressional work, an analysis by The New York Times in 2022, had
found.
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The conflict of interest here is more than clear. Congress has the authority to declare war,
which raises the disturbing possibility that decisions about war and peace might be driven in
part by personal financial considerations. In other words, these aforementioned private
defence contractors directly profit from wars as they win more and more government
contracts and thus by extension, the legislators who own private stock in these companies
also continue to profit from wars. Put simply, the people in charge of maintaining peace are
the very people who financially profit from wars.

This conflict of interest is only exacerbated by what in common parlance is known as
‘Congressional Insider Trading’. According to the US Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) Rule 10b-5: “prohibits corporate officers and directors or other insider employees from
using confidential corporate information to reap a profit (or avoid a loss) by trading in the
Company’s stock™ (Securities and Exchange Commission Archives, 2015). This rule also
prohibits ‘tipping’ of confidential corporate information to third parties. According to the
same law an “insider” is “anyone who possesses inside information because of his or her
relationship with the Company or with an officer, director or principal stockholder of the
Company”. Yet, such laws do not apply to the members of the US Congress because the SEC
rule was not constitutionally extended to include them. Consequently today, the Congress is
the only body capable of disciplining the actions of Congress.

On Sept. 18, 2008, three days after Lehman Brothers failed, the Treasury secretary and the
chair of the Federal Reserve gave members of Congress a closed-door briefing on the state of
the economy. A series of significant stock trades by various members of Congress followed
the briefing. As a result, the Stop Trading On Congressional Knowledge (STOCK) Act was
reintroduced in the Senate and was overwhelmingly passed by the full Congress in February
of that year. Former President Obama signed the Act into law on April 4, 2012. It sought to
address the perceived conflicts of interest in stock trading by members of Congress and other
federal officials by requiring them to make public all securities transactions with a value
above $1,000 within 30 days of receiving notice of the transaction and within 45 days of the
transaction date.

In the 10 years since the passing of the STOCK Act, it has become clear that transparency
alone is not enough to prevent insider trading. Increased transparency under the 30-day filing
helped alert the public sooner to potential insider trading and conflicts of interest. In addition
to the lack of enforcement, the small penalties associated with violations do not incentivize
members to comply with the Act. The penalty for a member of Congress failing to report a
financial transaction is a hardly impactful $200. However, the STOCK Act has failed to
achieve its goal of penalising members for insider trading, as no member of Congress has
ever been prosecuted under the Act, despite persistent credible allegations (Nicholas Gervasi,
2023).

All of this ultimately leads to one simple question; Why does this matter? Ever since human
civilisation began to have conflicts there have been people who unfairly benefited from it.
Even in countries where there are strict laws against legislators owning private stocks or
holding private office while in power, corruption, bribery and other nefarious activities are
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commonplace. Yet when it comes to the United States, its legislators having such major
financial conflicts of interests that are legally unchecked matters much more as the
ramifications of the decisions they make are far greater. As the then Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld put it on the eve of the 9/11 attacks, “We need to bomb something else to
prove that we’re, you know, big and strong and not going to be pushed around by these kinds
of attacks” (Notre Dame International Security Center, 2017). This simple reactionary
sentiment from one of the most powerful people in the government of the most powerful
country in the world would lead to the invasion and 20-year process of slow obliteration of
two nations (Irag and Afghanistan), that not even covertly had any part to play in the 9/11
attacks. Even with polls (Council on Foreign Relations, 2018) showing that the majority of
Americans were opposed to continuing the wars in Irag and Afghanistan, it is a testament to
the influence of the Iron Triangle that hundreds of billions were being spent in Afghanistan
and Irag while Congress is planning to cut billions from core social programmes, including a
possible rollback on Medicare due to lack of money. None of those matters. It does not even
matter that Afghan President Hamid Karzai has called the US the enemy and said he wishes
that he had joined the Taliban (New York Times, 2015). In the end, with 4.5-4.7 million
civilian lives lost in these war zones and between $4 to $6 trillion of taxpayer money spent, it
is clear who won the “Global War on Terror”: the American military-industrial complex and
the legislators it funded to power.

President Joe Biden on October 7th 2023, in his address to the nation warned against any
country or organisation thinking of taking advantage of the Israel-Palestine conflict, while
indicating that the US is surging additional military assistance, including ammunition and
interceptors, to Israel. On the very same day however, the first plane carrying American
ammunition for Israel's strikes against Gaza landed in Israel. This fast provision of military
aid is another reminder that the US military-industrial complex stands to gain the most from a
conflict in the Middle East, like it did in the past. The only difference is in global perception,
which tends to turn a blind eye towards the United States’ tendency to profit off of wars as
long as the nation receiving its ‘security aid packages’ is globally accepted to be the victim.
In the end, if the Congress does not regulate the influence stock trading has on the decisions it
makes, the world might be faced with a United States that doesn’t just get involved in wars to
profit from it, but a United States that creates wars to profit from it.
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ABSTRACT

Notwithstanding the ethnocentric ignorance and imposition of an one-size-fit-all occidental
diagnosis into a global class structure, and remedy into a classless, stateless society —
Marxist rhetoric has been indigenized into native moulds — better suiting, and serving the
demands of its ‘true’-eastern counterparts, building comradery as functionally operative in
the world beyond the industrial west.

This qualitative study seeks out the means, reasons, and credit of the Confucious and
communist mélange, reinterpreting and modifying communist means and ends to cater its
oriental recipients and less-than simple political milieu — an explicit and exceptional
experience of adopting Marxism in the Korean peninsula. The sheer longevity and continuity
of the closed, aggressive North Korean regime, without any pertinent need to adapt (as for
Chinese state capitalism), or threats of crises (like the dissolution of USSR), begs intrigue
and indulgence into the political merit of the ideological syncretism.

Key Words: Confucius, communism, chuch’e, Kimism, ideological syncretism.

THE ‘RED’ CANVAS

Marxism, as revolutionary socialism, carries heavy appeal in a post-colonial setting like
Korea. Having suffered under Sino-Japanese rivalry and Japanese occupation (since the
Russo-Japanese War, 1905) till 1945, Korea was fertile grounds for a ‘red’ revolution. While
US prominence in the far-eastern War of the Pacific, and drop of atom bombs gave it
principle claim over the post-war Allied-occupation of Japan; geographic proximity,
substantiated by the victory of the Maoist-CCP in the Chinese Civil War in 1949, resulted in
the compromise partition of Korea along the 38" Parallel. While both the Cold War camps
agreed on the eventual unification of the peninsula into an independent Korea, the *political’
promise was soon conveniently forgone for puppet autocrats: communist Kim I1-Sung of the
north and nationalist Dr. Syngman Rhee of the south, both claiming democratic mandates in
separate elections. Four million lives lost (Lowe, 21(1), 2018, pg. 450), the prolonged and
sponsored scourges of the Korean War (1950-53) divided the minds of a people — who were
one, except for by happenstance, separated by the de(?)-militarized zone. This division has
been embedded by their ‘systems’ competition — socialism versus capitalism, command
economy versus globalization, orientalism versus westernization; that has been reinforced into
social memory by propaganda and re-lived with on-and-off hostilities.

The ideologization of the North Korean society is a successful outcome of reinvigorating
senses of hostilities or urgency, vis-a-vis external threats, that not only shifts attention from
domestic failures to international ‘injustices’, but also rationalises government actions to
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statist proportions — a totalitarian regime with militarist priorities. That is, the successful
securitization of identity and ideology, and makings of a military state. This dialectic
relationship is possible only as the Kims have been able to centralise the political culture of
the Korean North, while at the same time harmonising the communist narrative with
Confucian values, making themselves the principal actors (and perpetrators) of the political
discourse. Though separated by circumstance, the South Korean society has widely been
considered to be the most Confucian society (Rozman, 2002), with deep-rooted particularism
despite modernization efforts — illuminated under readily negative overtones of the chaebol-
politics nexus, extreme wealth inequalities, hierarchy, patriarchy, organisational loyalty,
military authoritarianism, bureaucratic discretion, and the reliance on a virtuous ruler as
against a consistent system checks and balances and accountability. However, it is the North
Korean example that aggravates the political utility of Confucius.

THE HAMMER, SICKLE & PEN

This simultaneous treatment of pre-modern Confucious
philosophy and postmodern Communist ideology is the
defining political landscape of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (hereafter DPRK). This ideological
syncretism (with reference to the image on the left) is
borne out of innate and indigenous political
compulsions of the Korean society and culture, where
the hybrid North Korean state is a response to the need
for accrediting the Kim regime(s) in Marxist
vocabulary, while at the same time retaining its ancient
Sino-import of Confucian values — seeking a moral
justification to the totalitarian order: a police state,

Image: The Monument to Party closed economy with failing standards of living,
Founding, Pyongyang, North isolationist, immobile, stagnant and surveillance
Korea.! society, adherence to authority, state secrecy, and

S : talism.net .. . .
ource: mofiumentalism.ne continuity under a hereditary leadership. A proxy

outgrowth of Cold War geopolitics, the DPRK promulgated a socialist framework onto the
post-imperial yet feudal Korean society, necessitating a confluence ushered in by top-down
inculcation and begotten by the need to legitimising the reasons of the state and statecraft.

While the outpost of communism in the east had and has been sustaining itself, with initial
support from USSR and contemporarily from the People’s Republic of China, in the
subsistence of its anti-capitalist, anti-western order. The Kim regime’s dogmatic obsession
with ‘autonomy in ideology, independence in politics, self-sufficiency in economy and self-
reliance in military’ (Lowe, 21(1), 2018, pg. 450) has led the DPRK to engage in an effort to
maintain itself through military and ideological confrontation. This perceived deterrents
against its far more capable western rivals, most critically by doubling-down on ideological
indigenization has strengthened the regime in domestic control over its ‘subject-ry’, while at
the same time giving it self-dependent reign — externally independent in narrative and ideas
from the west, as well as from peers in the socialist bloc. A result of the seeming needs to
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maintain equidistance from both the USSR and PRC following their fallout in the 1960s,
coupled with the apprehension in incorporating ‘alien’ influences from either, led to a
revisionist streak in modifying socialism to-taste of the Korean palette, into the original, pure
chuch’e identity and ideology, giving the Kim dynasty exclusive voice over the character of
the party and state. The modern revival of Chosen neo-Confucian orthodoxy (1392-1910) is a
political phenomenon, that extends itself to provides the cultural background to North Korean
institutions and relations, with state emphasis on familial origins and extensive kinship ties of
patrimonial clans) that has created an anti-modern *family-state’, distinct from ‘Confucian
capitalism’ of South Korea (Kang, 2011, pg. 63). The reinvention and manipulation of
selective-Confucianism in the post-war regime by autocrats both north and south of the 38"
Parallel draw testament to the strength of Confucianism in moulding public opinion and
subservience to a state-centric governance model. The DPRK’s resilient socialist system is a
vision of a totalitarian state built on Confucian society, premised on communist narrative and
sustained through dynastic and deterministic rule. Where nationalism, particularism and
Kimism is the hypocrisy of North Korean communism.

Nationalism

There is a substantive disparity between policy and politics, theory and practice, ideal and
reality in the DPRK’s one-man dictatorship. Kimilsungism or chuch’e, as the party-state
belief system posits an uncanny intense, rhetoric-centric nationalism, antithetical to the faith
of international communism held by the socialist Cold War camp. At the same time, chuch’e
relays tactical acumen of the Kim leadership in innovating ‘subjective’ communism (Kihl,
1994, pg. 144), where the emphasis on the working class in Marxism had shifted to the party-
state in Leninism, chuch’e places the suryong(leader) as the supreme tenant of the revolution
and national unity, and thereby the centre of ideological conscience — final recipient of the
loyalty of comrades. Thus, chuch’e is not a mere ideal but the Kim-designed and Kim-
designated philosophy of state power and governance (Kihl, 1994, pg. 144). Except for
drawing, albeit, silently from Maoist mass-line democracy and Leninist democratic
centralization, Chuch’e is substantially a Confucian product, premised on the central thesis of
the Confucian relational-self: man in relation to his virtues and kin, promulgating a means of
solidifying a national identity that pivots about the supreme leadership, where nationalism is
intangible from Kim-dynasty, and to be Korean is to be governed by chuch’e and its Kim
masters. Thus, the egalitarian ‘People’s Democracy’ finds itself in rhetorical utility but in
authoritative loss, as the proletariat dictatorship is substituted for a personal one. While the
Korean War had led to the collapse of the traditional kinship systems, and the initial phase of
earnest-socialism in the post-war era had through targeted policy further weakened familial
institutions, through state propaganda and the disenfranchisement of traditional values and
extended family systems — dawning the realisation that two millennia of Confucian legacy is
seamless from popular culture, the DPRK made haste in assimilating traditional Confucian
values into socialist moral, in turn integrating the newly-made nuclear families into the
taejong: the socialist ‘big family’, forming the basis of communist nationalism (Kang, 2011,
pg. 69). Nationalism, over class conscience, became the cells of the North Korean identity.
The personality-centred nation has been the political community of choice for isolationist
Kim-Korea, whereby the state is not withered away, nor is the socialist state a transitory
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medium of collectivization of resources, but itself built to be the harbour of organised
collective life, where individuals commit to virtue in national life and efforts, in a swift nod
to Confucian communitarianism. The creation of an exclusive national identity, vis-a-vis the
exclusion of others is the hypocrisy of North Korean alienation — not of class, but the
‘ethnicization’ of identity (Kang, 2011, pg. 76) in the DPRK.

Particularism

The DPRK is a chief example of subject-participant political culture, whereby a hyper-aware
and active elite class dominates political processes, over the subservient mass — largely
ignorant and passive, with little opportunity for sharing in public decisions (Mukhopadhyay,
chp. 7, 2017). The seamless transfer of power, from the ‘Great Leader’ Il-sung, to his son,
‘Dear Leader’ Jong-il (1995), and onto Jong-un (2012), presents the defining characteristics
of North Korean government — what began as the hero worship of the revolutionary
leadership in Il-sug’s charismatic authority, has become institutionalised into a traditional
authority, that is, by means of assimilating the Confucius values into a socialist framework
the Kim regime has regularised itself into a hereditary in-from, communism in name and
Confucian in justification way of government (Mukhopadhyay, chp. 5, 2017). Confucianism
is the means of legitimization of the North Korean political system, and central to any inquiry
into the successful consolidation of power by the Kim dynasty. Although the DPRK banned
formal religions — Christianity, shamanism, Buddhism and even Confucianism, as
superstitious ‘opium of the masses’, the deep roots of cultural legacy embedded in
generational psyche and social memory, day-to-day life and living, has not only rendered
particularism in the Korean peninsula indestructible, but also found political weight under the
Kims. The most superficial illustration could be drawn from *socialist ancestral worship’ that
substituted the common shamanistic tradition of prayers and ceremonies to ancestors, in an
attempt to Kim-ize even the paternity of North Korean society. Although initial attempts at
reform were earnestly egalitarian, the vision was abandoned for political convenience, to
bring out a state run on personality cult and hero worship. Institutional manifestations of
Confucian-communist convergence is in form of family-rule over coercive institutions,
centralised control, and Stalinist one-man command system, ‘becoming not so much a state
with large coercive institutions’ as a state that is a coercive institution (Kihl, 1994, pg. 147).
The extreme cult of personality, all-pervasive myth of the ‘outstanding’ and ‘exceptional’
qualities renounced only but to the Kims endowing complete authority, and total obedience of
the masses, mystifying themselves as ‘Great Leader’ or ‘Dear Leader’. The intended irony
being that the aggrandisement is for the people, the defence for which has been drawn from
Confucian arguments of organic ties between the ruler and ruled, generational acumen and
deification of apparent ‘meticulous’ service carried forward by state-sponsored propaganda
and discourses, depicting the supreme leaders as compassionate, modest, humble and a
perfect personification of chuch’e society. Thus, North Korean political culture is a nexus of
conscious top-down ideological, technological, and cultural construction.

Kimism
The DPRK, through successful manoeuvring of Confucius’ oryun (Five Moral Disciplines)
has procured a positivist relation between the ruler and ruled, premised on the constant

51



Confucian virtues of ch’ungsilsong (loyalty) and hyosong (filial piety) (Kang, 2011):
manifesting North Korean society as a commune of households under the ‘wise’, ‘noble’ and
‘benevolent’ guardianship of all-father Il-sung, carried over by his revolutionary and
nationalist credentials of 1l-sung. This does away with the doubled-edged jeopardy whereof
Confucian virtues place familism of a son to a father above the subordination to the state —
thus merging the two into the Kim personage exempts any contending centres of priority.
This is the creation of the family-state, and the father-ruler. Where, the Kims are both father
to the household-nation and the supreme leader of the state. Thus, nationalism and thereby,
adherence to the supreme leaders become an extension to living a virtuous life, becoming an
all-pervasive consideration for political mobilisation, while at the same time making the
almighty rulers appear human, proximate and almost consanguineous. The familial mode of
political communication personalises the paternal ruler and his ‘parentage’ regime to the
masses, rather than a civic relationship, where the subject assumes oneself as a power-sharer,
despite lack thereof. The centrality of ceremony in Confucian thought is not lost to the North
Korean Dispensation, embracing obsessive censorship over information, dogmatic
ideological imposition is the feature of the Kim-state. Hereon, the seryong(great leader)
becomes idolised and idealised as the symbolic heads of the North Korean nation: the
ultimate recipient of patronage, the final arbiter of morality, protector of filial harmony,
repository of the ‘domestic revolution” and the lone provider of social-ist justice. The nation
functions as a household, without dissenting against its patriarch, providing an oriental format
and sentiment to the state, enabling passivity against the ‘elder’ order despite (oriental)
despotism. Thus, Confucianism has been instrumentalized by the North Korean elite as a
strategy to protect, preserve and perpetuate the interest of the ruling class and their grasp on
power and state functioning — a personal tool kit for the Kim lineage — the masters of
‘Confucianism Communism’ (Kihl, 1994, pg. 153). Traditional Confucian values of loyalty
and filial piety have given supportive base and conducive framework of patrimonial system
of rule and of father-son succession, appreciative of Confucian patriarchal order with
patrilineal inheritance, providing unanimous domestic support to the Kim line of state
succession.

While Kimism is a pragmatic ideologue: imprinting a spirit of ‘voluntarism’ in political
compulsion, with flexibility to deal with upcoming challenges, herein lies the noteworthy
paradox of political pragmatism in ideological dogma. It is a self-righteous attribute,
unwilling to reform, rather reinforcing established chains of command and patronage in the
party-state to tighten the Kim grasp on power. The elimination of all domestic opposition,
both within and without the party, may have conceded mere imitation of its giant brethren,
but the remarkable tenacity continued to the post-socialist world is the ‘miracle’ in
communist history, requiring more than field justification.

IDEOLOGICAL SYNCRETISM

Despite being conceived as a critique to the preeminent liberal-scholarship, Marxism indulges
in equal claims to universality of patent values and models alien to the orient. Thus, in
accommodating the orient, the Confucius-communist convergence is not merely a cultural
outcome but also an ideological merger.

52



Inadequacy
For equal reasons as Leninism in the USSR, the feudal Korean society was infertile to the

class-conscious worker’s revolution. An agrarian economy with an expansive serfdom and
traditional values makes for less-than-suitable grounds for a socialist state. While in regard to
Marxism, the socialist state is a brief transitory phase, characterised by the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the collectivization of resources, in case of its incomplete execution into the
withering of the state to give way to classless, stateless communism, the socialist state is left
without guidance to any tangential quest or state function. Moreover, while liberalism has
innovated an in-house flexibility from its “tolerance’ of individuality — both in-person and for
diversity of identities, groups, ideas, despite the Marxist worldview on of class volatility, it
posits a fixed, rigid and limiting course of action, without intentional or unintentional
recourses or deviance. This disallows any substantive manoeuvring, innovation or
adaptability to political systems to better address their cultural milieu. The operation of
Marxism under such ideological constants makes the original intolerant of internal
discrepancies in execution. Thus, lacking thereof results in socialist experiments, whether in
the form of the Great Leap in USSR, or The Cultural Revolution in order to find means to
create a proletariat fervour where there exists none. While the USSR and PRC opted for rapid
state-sponsored industrialization as a means to create the ‘worker’ for bolshevism, in contrast
to erstwhile flag-bearers, the DPRK chose to use already at disposal cultural capital for
political exercise. Thus, Confucianism addresses the lapses in communist literature to its far
eastern consumers, with historic familiarity and cultural roots as its unique selling point.

Affinit

Confuc%us, holds a stratified view of society premised on relation-specific duties than on
right; preaching that people must ‘Let the ruler, be a ruler; the minister, a minister; the
subject, a subject; the father, a father; the son, a son.” (Analects XII: 11) — while upholding
the political social harmony, and has therefore been used as a tutor of political passivity.
Further, Confucian insistence on superior-subordinate hierarchy and obedience, the
relationship between grass and wind, the grass must bend when the wind blows...” (Analects
XI1I: 19), provides for a malleable and easily compliant people, making a tolerant populus to
an overbearing state and a leviathan. The anti-democratic bonhomie for proletariat
dictatorship advocating Marxism and strict Confucian monarchism definitely provides a non-
liberal sample of government. The Confucius Commonwealth favours communal resources,
based on the moral interpretation of society and the ethical man, making communist literature
and ideology compatible with the Confucian prophecy. Not unlike Marxism, Confucius too
provides a teleological telling of history, through a turbulent stage stabilised by a prosperous
state, finally to give way to a peaceful stage — where everyone will treat each other as their
own, and everyone will love each other. The utopian ends common to Marxism and
Confucianism align ends of the state, hence theoretical affinity is natural.

Thus, North Korean political culture is characterised by ideological syncretism — Confucius
content in communist form, where the convergence is only a typical outcome of double
coincidence of wants — heritage and political ingenuity, thereafter reflective on both culture
and power. As theoretical affinity and practical utility of the mélange proves its efficacy, the
ideological merger will continue to expand and further strengthen the ruling order.
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HOLDING THE LAST BASTION

Hypocrisy, hyperbole, and heroism are the sustainers of North Korean socialism. The
amalgamous coexistence of antiquity and anarchic — of Confucius idealism and Marxist
communism, placing the Hermit Kingdom on both sides of the isle, pre-modern and post-
modern, becoming a sample of complete ‘modernism’ exclusion. The ideological syncretism
present in North Korean chuch’e socialism attains spiritual sanction to a political cause,
whereby the DPRK finds itself operationalized in revisionist socialism: nationalistic,
parochial and personality-driven. The North Korean input of nationalist socialism is an occult
mix of Confucian revivalism, organic solidarity and neo-feudalism, serving as the wrestling
arm to statist policies — a prime suspect of the discursive tactics of the political elite. Thus,
the nation is ‘a communist state without communism’ (Kang, 2011, pg. 81), where
Confucian values and justifications upon inter-play with communist vision creates a
‘contradictory’ reality, though with appreciation for stability. Nevertheless, Confucius and
communism enjoy a didactic and re-affirmative relation in North Korean politics, while
Confucian ethics is core to the Korean way of life — individual and collective, so too has
politics shaped the accepted and rejected theses of Confucius, moulding political culture.
Whereof this unconventional marriage — assimilation of Confucius values into a less-than-
original communist framework — is a multifaceted outcome of communist ideological
inadequacy, social matrix, and power considerations.

ENDNOTES

1. See “This 50-metre monument commemorates 50 years since the foundation of the
Workers’ Party of Korea. Its hammer, sickle mad calligraphy brush represents the
workers, farmers and intellectuals celebrated by Kim Il-sung’s *Junche’ philosophy,
...”, in Richter, D. (2020). MONUMENT TO PARTY FOUNDING, Pyongyang,
DPRK. Monumentalism.
https://monumentalism.net/pyongyang-party-founding-monument/

2. A tabular representation of North Korean political culture (Kihl, 1994) [modified]:

Confucian Culture Socialist Ideology North Korean Institutions

Hierarchical Human Egalitarianism: Ends of | Personality  Cult, supreme

Relationships Classless Communist leadership, hero worship
Society

Family-centricity, Class Warfare: divides, | One Party State, State-Society

Primordial Identities antagonism, and Collage, with emphasis on

and Parochial Loyalties. | struggle. familial ties and loyalty.

Status quo orientation Revolutionary Class Militarization, Zelophobia,

& Conservatism for Conscience & Constant state of exception,

Social Stability and Solidarity. mass mobilisation,

Harmony. indoctrination and surveillance.
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ABSTRACT

The Indian state from the very beginning made no secret of its treatment of the 1971 migrants
as ‘temporary’ refugees, looking forward to repatriating and not rehabilitating them. This
paper's focus is to discern why a state previously accommodative to migrants from the same
region suddenly developed an inhospitable attitude. Accounting for the context of the influx,
it proceeds from a contention that a concern for national security played an important role in
shaping the stance of the Indian state towards these migrants and applies the securitization
framework to contemporary times to test the same. In the light of the ever-increasing refugee
concerns in contemporary India, this study holds significance in its attempt to understand the
process of securitization of refugees right in the initial phase and in its promise to add to the
present repertoire of knowledge on refugee policies, that can aid in looking for a more
comprehensive solution to Refugee crisis.

Keywords: Refugee crisis, securitization, 1971 migrants.

India, since its independence, has been a major refugee receiving and rehabilitating state.
However, a change in the state’s stance towards refugees pouring in from East Pakistan,
during the 1971 crisis — clearly asserting its intention of ‘repatriating’ them — is a noted fact.
While this fits into the general discourse of hardening borders in South Asia and a growing
tendency of ‘otherization’, refugees, and similar groups of a threatened population, in such
circumstances find it increasingly difficult to create a credible space for refuge and a life of
dignity and safety. It further raises questions about the reasons accounting for this change and
the role played by security concerns in it. However, given the limits of the conventional
discourse on security, and in keeping with the recent development of understanding refugees
in a broader and evolving framework of securitization, this article attempts to first delineate
the shift in the state’s stance towards the 1971 refugees and account for the same in the
theoretical framework of the securitization approach.

THE 1971 INFLUX: BACKGROUND, IMPACT, PERCEPTIONS AND SALIENCE

The dual crises of 1971 can be seen as inducing the influx. The first, a civil war owing to
Yahya Khan’s reluctance to transfer power to the newly elected Awami League, and the
consequent infamous ‘Operation Searchlight’. Second, was the Bangladesh Liberation War of
1971. The result was one of the most prominent mass exoduses of the 20" century. While
nearly 825 temporary camps were set up in 1971 in the eastern states, especially West Bengal
and Assam, the government welcomed the asylum seekers as ‘temporary refugees’, unlike
partition refugees they were not seen as ‘natives returning home’ (Rana, 2022).
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The influx led to geo-political instability and disturbance in the states of West Bengal and
Assam (the main affected areas) owing but not limited to, a fear of refugees becoming
permanent settlers and affecting the distinctiveness of the land, changing the demographic
composition and tribal characteristics (mostly in case of Assam), economic burden in terms
of inflation, extra emoluments to refugees not enjoyed by local population, rampant spread of
diseases and crime in refugee colonies, threats to available jobs for locals, elite perception of
refugees being a paralysing imposition by Pakistan, etc.

This led to a general sense of resentment towards refugees in these areas manifested in
demands of barriers to intermixing of host and guest population and moving refugees to more
‘sympathetic’ states. The scale of the crisis gave rise to an air of urgency and the fear of
refugees becoming permanent settlers added to the resistance towards them.

India is under no legal obligation to accommodate refugees as it is neither a signatory to the
1951 Convention on Refugees, nor its 1967 protocol, nor has any set national-level legal
norm for refugees (Garbac, 2015). The 1971 refugees thus were not able to exercise rights
under the Convention or the Indian Constitution. They were equally unable to avail the
protection of life and liberty under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, as an extension of
the right to include foreigners is a recent development (Garbac, 2015). Third, the centre made
it aptly clear that the refugees were ‘temporary’. Their presence on Indian soil and the
resultant instabilities became one of the major reasons behind India’s participation in the
1971 Liberation War. The 1971 influx is chosen as a case in point as it was the greatest mass
exodus witnessed in South Asia in the second half of the 20™ century and was near-
completely repatriated following the creation of Bangladesh while bearing lasting effects on
the Indian political landscape and stance towards refugees alongside the perceptions of
refugees in general.

THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS

The limits of conventional security discourse to account for the security issues arising in
Europe, owing to mass migrations straining the economy and identity of the continent in the
Cold War era has led to the emergence of the securitization theory at the behest of the
Copenhagen School — broadening the concept of security and underlining how a particular
issue becomes a security issue. Claiming that with the process of securitization, an issue is
dramatised, as an issue of supreme priority, so that an agent can legitimately claim a need to
raise the issue above the constraints of regular political rules and procedure and open debate
to treat it by “extraordinary measures’ (Stritzel, 2014, pg 15). To this end, speech becomes an
important tool.

Ole Waever, in his “Security, The Speech Act”, defines the basic way of securitizing speech
acts to be an “illocutionary act in relation to security” (Stritzel, 2014, pg 20). This follows
from John L Austin’s distinction between ‘performatives’ and °‘constatives’, where he
observed that some utterances “do not describe reality and thus cannot be characterised in
terms of truth or falsity... rather the statements themselves are a performance that creates
social reality for issues” (Austin, 1990). For Austin, a speech act consists of three main
elements

a) Locutionary — The act of saying something
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b) Illocutionary — The act performed in articulating a locution — the act in saying
something (Balzacq, 2011).

c) Perlocutionary — It is the consequential effect of illocution aiming to evoke feelings
and actions in the target audience — the act by saying something.

The utterance of security is therefore more of a “performance of an action with the potential
not just to describe but to create a (new) reality in which an issue is dealt with in the modus
of a state of exception” (Stritzel, 2014, pg 21). This affects the shift from ‘traditional threat
nexus’ to ‘what a speech act does’ (Stritzel, 2014, pg 22).

The more comprehensive theory of security action is marked by three principal elements—

a) The speech act
b) Security actor
c) Audience

This leads to the negotiation of threats between actor and audience. Balzacq contends that in
any intersubjective process like securitization, the purpose is to prompt a rather significant
response from the other (perlocutionary effect) and without this “there is no
securitization...Perlocution is central rather than tangential” in understanding the
transformation of a public issue into a security problem (Balzacq, 2011, pg 6)

The school further provides for “facilitating conditions’ to allow a more specific framework
for analysing securitization empirically. These refer to

a) The demand internal to the speech act of following the grammar of security

b) The social condition regarding the position of authority for the securitizing actor
(relation between speaker and audience and the likelihood of the latter to accept the
claim of the former)

c) Features of alleged threats that either facilitate or impede securitization.

In looking beyond Copenhagen, others highlight the *centrality of audience’, ‘co-dependency
of agency and context’, and ‘the dispositif and the structuring force of practices’ as the ‘core
assumptions’ of securitization, thus further strengthening the theory.

APPLYING SECURITIZATION FRAMEWORK

In the first half of 1971, India resorted to a ‘“humanitarian’ rhetoric to justify its response to
the refugees. Mrs. Gandhi was quoted saying that the refugees were a “problem for humanity,
a question of conscience and of the protection of people’s lives and rights” (Garbac, 2015, pg
6). In the initial days further, there was outward support for the Bangladesh movement on the
part of the Indian population and leadership. Further, providing for refugees and playing a
‘humanitarian’ role helped India gain prominence on the world stage, albeit for a limited
period. Harbouring refugees was thus a part of a greater political vision of the ruling elite.
Additionally, this decision and the success in the war won Indira Gandhi a thumping electoral
victory and made her a power to reckon with in the long run (Austin G., 1999). This leads
some to claim that ‘extension of protection became an exercise of politics’ (Garbac, 2015).
While this truly is an important part of the scenario, it should also be borne in mind that the
central government’s politicising of the protection led to securitization of the issue.
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The securitization approach portrays that “security threats are always existential for the
survival of a particular referent object” (Stritzel, 2014, pg 15). In this case, the referent object
ranged from the stability of the refugee receiving states, ethnic and collective identity, and
national economy to gradually the sovereignty of the country, with the increasing infiltration
being viewed as the imposition of the neighbour to tamper with the demographic stability of
India. In the latter half of 1971, India “moved away from the earlier humanitarian rhetoric to
argue ... that the refugees had been sent across the border by Pakistan as a deliberate act of
provocation and any action that India subsequently undertook would be in self-defence”
(Datta, 2013, pg 181). This shift in attitude and rhetoric came about at a time when geo-
political instabilities had geared up, the pressure on resources had increased, and public
opinion had begun to ‘resent’ the presence of refugees. Two statements are important at this
juncture. First, by Mrs. Gandhi in the Parliament on May 24", 1971 where she claimed:

“Conditions must be created to stop any further influx of refugees and to ensure their early
return [...] unless this happens, there can be no lasting stability or peace on this
subcontinent. [...] If the world does not take heed, we shall be constrained to take all
measures as may be necessary to ensure our own security and the preservation and
development of the structure of our social and economic life.”” (Sisson & Rose, 1990)

The second is of P.N. Luthra, a government official tasked with organising relief,

“The principle underlying the provision of relief to the refugees is that they will return to
East Bengal at the earliest opportunity” (Garbac, 2015, pgs 6-7)

The above-quoted utterances can be classified as speech acts, made at a time when the
context was “critical enough’ to win public support in the direction of securitization.

A closer analysis of Mrs. Gandhi’s comment reveals that while it described the situation on
the ground, the illocutionary overtone was much stronger. Her comment emphatically set
forth a direction that India ultimately resorted to by participating in the Liberation War. In
doing so, she did not merely perform the act of saying, but the act in saying as well, thus
performing the ‘“illocutionary act in relation to security’ (Stritzel, 2014).

Mrs. Gandhi’s speech can thus be regarded as a securitizing speech as it was marked by the
elements of “survival, priority of action and urgency’. The perlocutionary effect is equally
delineable in terms of the increased violence on refugees in camps thus hinting at the creation
of a sense of ‘other’ among the audience, in this case, the local, disgruntled population of the
camp areas. Thus, considering the speech act to comprise of the statements made by both
Mrs. Gandhi and her officials, the Prime Minister and her cabinet, can therefore be termed as
the security actor(s). The audience on the other hand largely consisted of the local population,
the volunteers in camps, and the public to some level.

The negotiation of threat between the actor and audience is highlighted on the one hand, in
the demands of the latter to contain the flow of migrants to avert them from becoming
permanent settlers thus pressurising resources, complaints about the destabilising effects of
migration on local demographics and on the other in the governmental positions of banning
refugees from job markets, allowing them the tag of being only ‘temporary’ and claiming

59



them to be superimposed by Pakistan to paralyse the Indian economy and demography, thus
justifying its demand to move political and other parties out of the purview of the issue and
deal with the situation on its own terms. The audience’s behaviour expressed through
increased resistance and bolstering of the ‘affective’ border between them and the refugees,
can be seen as signs of acceding to the actor’s claims and relegating the issue to their domain,
in so far as they solve the crisis and repatriate the refugees. The population’s support for
India’s participation in the Liberation War can be seen as a successful bout of the
securitization attempt.

Moreover, the facilitating conditions in terms of demand internal to the speech act for
following the grammar of security, social condition, and the likelihood of the audience
accepting the demands of the actor and features of alleged threat to facilitate securitization,
are all met. However, in keeping with the consideration of the limits of a solely discursive
design, we move on to also highlight elements of context, practices, and power relations, to
underline the ‘strategic’ nature of securitization, a process occurring within a ‘configuration
of circumstances’ (Balzacq, 2011). The background, geo-political scenario and attitude of
government and public goes on to highlight how one adequately shaped the other,
culminating in the creation of both ‘effective’ and ‘affective’ borders (Datta, 2013). The
context thus demanded a strong governmental intervention which took the form of the centre
removing any third party from influencing the issue and bringing it solely under its fold. This
is manifested in not only the disallowing of political and neutral parties but also the
dependence of the state governments on the centre for any relief or refugee-related matters.
The centre even issued President’s rule in West Bengal during the latter part of 1971, under
the pretext of instability caused due to refugee presence and increase in the Naxalite
movement, thus attempting to take the issue out of the realm of ‘normal politics’ (Stritzel,
2014).

Additionally, the assumptions of the centrality of the audience, in so far as the public opinion
and demand were in favour of governmental intervention and complete repatriation of the
‘other’, is met. Second, since official statements were made and altered in response to
changing context, the ‘co-dependency of agency and context’ also stands in place. The
statements were made in tune with public resentment, and at a time when there was a
‘perceptible threat’. The use of regulative tools is identifiable on the part of the actor, in its
policies of retaining migrants only to border areas, the outright assertion of them being
‘temporary’, banning them from entering local job markets, and providing only basic life
necessities. While these on the one hand were aimed to reduce the potential threat they could
cause, on the other by segregating them as the “other’, it also paved the way for promoting a
certain perception of threat in and around this population. This was further aggravated when
some refugee groups defied these norms, adding to local fear and resentment towards them. It
must however be mentioned that in performing and giving expression to these external
symbols, the dispositif and discursive realm came together and led to a securitization, in so
much so that the technical policies came to be shaped by the mental disposition created due to
the context discussed above. These were however structured and not determined, thus fitting
into the causal adequacy framework, but the ‘symbolic’ speech act power.
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While the ruling elite tried to gain politically from the ensued crisis, their policies in the
larger context of the situation led to the securitization of the influx. From this we can gather
that security and politics are not overtly mutually-exclusive domains and one can lead to the
other. The humanitarian issue, in a month’s time took the form of a societal problem,
gradually catapulting into geo-political instabilities and economic pressures leading to a
hardening of attitudes towards the refugees and finally culminating to be viewed as a threat to
the internal security of the country, that was ultimately dealt with a successful military bout
by India leading to near-complete repatriation of the refugee population.

IMPLICATIONS ON GENERAL STANCE TOWARDS REFUGEES

Securitization has bolstered the ‘affective’ and ‘effective’® borders between the citizens and
refugees, giving rise to an anti-Bangladeshi attitude amongst the local population, to an
extent that later culminated in instances of communal violence like the Nellie massacre in
Assam, opposition to the opening of the Maitreyi Express between India and Bangladesh and
the like. This fits into the larger narrative of the hardening of the otherwise once ‘porous’
borders of South Asia and an increased instance of otherization, that goes on to impede rather
than aid the development of the region and regional ties. It can thus be contended that what
began as the politicisation of migration to win international recognition and deal with
domestic political rivals, gradually led to the securitization of the refugees creating a division
between ‘us’ and ‘them’ that had a lasting impact on Indian refugee politics. However, in
hindsight, this securitization can be seen to bolster further politicisation in the post CAA-
NRC environment. This thus is to underline that both concepts are part of a continuum, with
the Indian state coming closer to both ends in several degrees from time to time, based upon
necessity and political expediency. Alongside, it complicated the question of humanitarian
migrants by enclosing them in a paradox — while on the one hand they are threatened by a
state to an extent to leave it and step into a life of uncertainty, on the other they become the
threat to another state, receiving them, albeit temporarily. This problematizes the entire
discourse of granting refuge and aid and highlights the contradictions of the modern nation-
state system, which while on the one hand carries the flag of democracy and human rights, on
the other fails to afford the basic humanitarian relief and rehabilitation to a threatened
population thus going on to underline the often conflicting and contradicting political,
economic, and humanitarian principles related to handling migration.

ENDNOTES

1. The former being behavioural elements, and the latter denoting concrete policies and
practices. For details see Datta 2013.
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ABSTRACT

Since 2014, the BJP has gone on to win more elections than it has lost, returning with an
even larger majority in the 2019 polls, dealing a great jolt to the Opposition, and signalling a
paradigmatic shift in Indian Politics away from multi-party coalition politics. However, the
last slate of state elections has been a bearer of mixed news for the ruling party. The victory
of the Indian National Congress in the recently concluded Karnataka Assembly polls, 2023,
came as a morale booster for the country’s Opposition, as they attempted to join forces to
deny the Narendra Modi-led BJP a third straight term in office. However, the ongoing
leadership tussle in Congress ruled states calls for an analysis of the generational
factionalism which currently plagues the Congress, wherein the failure to pacify internal
discontent and unite its leadership and cadre would hurt the party’s standing in the
Opposition alliance and its electoral prospects at the 2024 General Elections, as evidenced
by its latest Assembly poll defeats in the Hindi heartland states.

Keywords: generational factionalism, state leadership, Indian National Congress, opposition
unity, 2024 General Elections.

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS: A BACKGROUND

Liberated from over 200 years of British colonial rule in 1947, India was inaugurated as the
world’s largest democracy. The Indian National Congress (INC) which initially served as a
Ilynchpin of the country’s freedom movement to oust the British came to dominate the
political landscape since the post-independence days, ruling at the Centre and most of the
states barring a short period in aftermath of the Emergency (1975-77) during the late
seventies.

Since the nineties, the Congress witnessed a palpable decline, heralding an age of multiparty
coalition governments coincided with increasing prominence of regional parties and rise of
the BJP. The steady decline of the INC before it slumped to a historic low of 44 Lok Sabha
seats in 2014, marking the first instance in the country’s political history that a non-Congress
party i.e. the BJP formed the government with an absolute majority, and continued its
winning streak in several state polls to follow. The 2019 General Election results hardly
signalled any improvement for the Congress, although neither its vote share nor its number of
seats decreased. Surprisingly, however, the BJP improved upon its spectacular performance
of 2014. (Vaishnav & Hinston, 2019)

The Congress party’s decline at the state level has been equally palpable. For the first time,
the post-2014 era witnessed the BJP and its allies overtaking the Congress in terms of control
of state governments. Currently, the Congress has Chief Ministers in just 3 states: Telangana,
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Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka. It governs 3 others: Tamil Nadu, Bihar and Jharkhand as a
junior ally of the respective regional parties governing them. The BJP and allies on the other
hand, control as many as 17 states and the union territory of Puducherry. (Dutta, 2023)

LEADERSHIP TUSSLES RATTLE CONGRESS RULED STATES

Reconciliation between veterans and emerging leaders, between old and the new leadership
seem indispensable in the quest for sustained political success of any political party; India’s
Congress Party seems no exception. Since Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of
India, members of the Nehru-Gandhi family have by and large held the leadership of the
Congress party. Nehru's daughter Indira Gandhi and grandson Rajiv Gandhi have also been
Indian Prime Ministers. Rajiv Gandhi's wife Sonia Gandhi (1998 - 2017, 2019 - 2022) has
been the longest serving Congress President and her virtual retirement from active politics
clears the stage for next generation leaders Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra to take charge
of the party. In the states such amicability seems clearly lacking as veterans and rising stars
battle it out only compounding the Congress’s problems (Radhakrishnan, 2017). A week-
long tussle over the Chief Minister’s position in Karnataka despite a clean sweep by the party
was perhaps a significant indicator that all was not seemingly well within the state units of
the Congress. Accordingly, factionalism in the Congress party has been analysed with special
reference to Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka
which remain few of the states where the Congress managed to win Assembly Elections in
the Modi era but seems mired in its own internal tussles contributing to subsequent electoral
setbacks even in these states. The only exceptions here seem Punjab and Telangana, two
other states which the Congress won in 2017 and 2023 respectively.

Although, Captain Amarinder’s Singh leadership helped keep dissension at bay for most part
of the Congress Government's tenure (2017-2022) in Punjab, the party’s last-minute gamble
of replacing Amarinder Singh as Chief Minister few months before the 2022 Assembly polls
backfired led to a split in the Punjab Congress eventually contributing to its electoral rout in
the state. Another state, Telangana being only recently won by the Congress in December,
2023 makes it too premature to comment on the reaction of veteran leaders to the rise of
Revanth Reddy, a relative newcomer to the position of Chief Minister despite the latter being
widely credited for spearheading the Congress’ stunning win as the Telangana state president
vindicating why it is only logical to restrict the analysis to the five above-mentioned states at
the moment.

MADHYA PRADESH

The Congress had returned to office in Madhya Pradesh (MP) in December, 2018 after an
interregnum of 15 years only to lose power in just 15 months. The fissures between Chief
Minister Kamal Nath and Jyotiraditya Scindia seemed evident right from the outset. Kamal
Nath, a Congress veteran, is a nine-time Member of Parliament from the state’s Chhindwara
constituency and had served in the Union Cabinet on several occasions in the past holding
important portfolios, and was credited with leading the party to a narrow win in the 2018
polls as the State Congress President. Meanwhile, Jyotiraditya Scindia an emerging face in
the Madhya Pradesh Congress hailing from the Scindia royal family has been elected
Member of Parliament from his family bastion of Guna four times and had also previously
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served as Union Minister. The former Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh’s supporters too had to
be well accommodated despite his declining political clout. The inability to strike the right
balance culminated in the fall of the Congress Government just a year into its tenure.
Scindia’s loss in Guna during the 2019 Lok Sabha elections had only deepened suspicions of
an internal ploy to defeat him. His loyalists soon began alleging step—motherly treatment
from the party leading to defection of 21 Congress Members of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) to the BJP, marking its return to power under the leadership of Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in March, 2020. Scindia, today serves as an important Cabinet Minister in the BJP
Government at the Centre. The BJP dealt a crushing defeat to the Congress in the subsequent
Assembly Elections of 2023 further exposing the organisational weakness of the INC in MP.
(Ghatwai, 2018)

RAJASTHAN

The Ashok Gehlot versus Sachin Pilot rivalry now seems out in the open. Gehlot, already a
two — time Chief Minister (1998-2003, 2008 — 2013) and holding the distinction of having
been a Member of Parliament, Union Minister and Member of Legislative Assembly several
times in the past, seemed the natural choice for the Congress to lead the state even as the
younger leader, Sachin Pilot whose tenure as state president saw the resurgence of the
Congress was seen as a strong contender. Also, a former Member of Parliament from
Rajasthan’s Ajmer and Union Minister, Pilot is the son of former Congress leader and Union
Minister Rajesh Pilot whose political legacy he seems to carry forward. Despite the Congress
initially settling for a compromise formula, wherein Gehlot would be the Chief Minister and
Pilot, the Deputy Chief Minister while retaining his position as the President of Rajasthan
Congress, the two would soon fall out. Gehlot’s manoeuvring however allowed him to
remain in power through defection of BSP and independent MLAs eventually managing to
sideline Pilot and his supporters from all important positions in the party and government.
However, of late Sachin Pilot’s public protests bringing to light failures and corruption
scandals in the Gehlot led Congress state government unnerved the Congress leadership to
take stock of the situation and initiate steps as INC President Mallikarjun Kharge
accommodated Mr. Pilot in the Central Congress Working Committee mooting a “forgive and
forget’ advice to placate ruffled feathers in order to avoid a catastrophe in the Assembly
Elections, which the Congress Party did subsequently lose. (Ali, 2023)

KARNATAKA

In southern India, Karnataka has been home to several Congress stalwarts. Incumbent Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah by far seems the Congress leader with the largest popular appeal, he
has been a nine-time Member of the State Assembly and served as cabinet minister, Leader of
Opposition, Deputy Chief Minister and also the Chief Minister between 2013 and 2018 in a
political career spanning over four decades. While, current Deputy Chief Minister and
Karnataka Congress President D.K. Shivakumar is a younger and emerging leader, an eight
time legislator who has been credited for his organisational skills in enabling the Congress’s
triumph in the recent elections. Rapprochement between the two on a reconciliatory formula,
which is often the subject of much speculation, seems far from permanent. The Congress
National President, MallikarjunKharge, too hails from Karnataka. With another Congress
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veteran Dr. G. Parameshwara, a former Deputy Chief Minister and prominent cabinet
minister in previous governments, not averse to staking claims to the Chief Minister’s chair,
the Congress is clearly treading a tightrope (Prabhu, 2023) in pacifying internal discontent
similar to the Opposition BJP which seems an equally divided house in Karnataka. Moreover,
of late the announcement of an alliance between the BJP and Janata Dal (Secular), a regional
party particularly influential in the southern districts of the state could further jeopardise the
Congress’s chances if timely measures aren’t taken to unify its leadership and cadre before
next year’s General Elections given that Karnataka has an established history of voting
differently for Assembly and Lok Sabha Elections. (Moudgal, 2023)

HIMACHAL PRADESH

The Himachal Pradesh (HP) Assembly polls of December, 2022 proved to be the first
election for the Congress post the death of its veteran politician, Vir Bhadra Singh, who had
steered the party in the state for nearly four decades, assuming the Chief Ministership a
record six times -twenty-one years non- consecutively. Emerging victorious in the elections,
the Congress decided to bypass Singh’s family members — his wife and current state president
Pratibha Singh, who is Member of Parliament from Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi seat, and also
his son Vikramaditya Singh, a two time state legislator, to appoint Singh’s once bete noire
and former Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu as the new Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister,
while appointing the former Leader of Opposition, Mukesh Agnihotri, as the Deputy Chief
Minister in an attempt to dilute charges of nepotism.(Mukherjee, 2022) Nearly a year on,
internal tussles and rumblings within the Congress state unit in HP refuses to die down. This
internal mayhem does not bode well for the party’s long-term prospects.

CHHATTISGARH

In Chhattisgarh, the ego clashes between Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel versus T.S. Singh
Deo have captured headlines. Baghel, a longtime legislator had previously served as cabinet
minister in Congress-led state governments before taking over as state presidency, and
playing a key role in dislodging the 15-year-old BJP government under Raman Singh in the
2018 elections, eventually managing to sideline many party seniors as he was picked to lead
the state as Chief Minister following the massive Congress victory. (Naidu, 2023)
Meanwhile, Deo happened to be a member of the erstwhile royalty and the Leader of
Opposition whose support remained crucial in many seats of northern Chhattisgarh where the
Congress fared exceptionally well was accommodated in the cabinet and entrusted with
important portfolios. The only difference in Chhattisgarh compared to Congress’ generational
tussles elsewhere, is that here the younger Baghel has precedence over the veteran Deo.
However, Baghel’s recent growing clout in state politics has helped douse the flame of
rebellion within Chhattisgarh Congress to a great extent, so much so that his arch-rival T.S.
Singh Deo recently accepted the leadership’s offer to be Baghel’s deputy rather than insisting
on his initial demand of sharing the Chief Minister’s post even as it failed to prevent the
Congress’s defeat in the recent elections in which the INC suffered major reverses especially
in the constituencies of Northern Chhattisgarh where Deo held considerable clout;
underlining the necessity of timely circumvention of factionalism to boost Congress party’s
electoral prospects.
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IMPLICATIONS FOR OPPOSITION UNITY

Even as the continued hold of the Gandhi family helps the Congress party at the national
level function under a unified chain of command, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s larger
than life personality and the BJP’s organisational robustness make a national revival difficult.
The states therefore are fast emerging as the arena for the Opposition parties including the
Congress to prove their mettle but intense rivalry between the veteran and the emerging
leadership could dent its electoral prospects in state polls as the latest election results would
reveal, leave alone the General Elections. As Opposition parties moot the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance, acronymed ‘INDIA’, to give the BJP a one-on-one fight,
the Congress derives solace from its position as ‘first among equals’ in the Opposition bloc.
(Deshpande, 2023) Given that the appeal of leaders of the likes of Mamata Banerjee, M.K.
Stalin, Sharad Pawar, Nitish Kumar, Lalu Prasad Yadav and their parties fail to extend
beyond their respective states, putting the Congress at a natural advantage to lead any such
endeavour. However, poor electoral showing owing to unmanaged internal conflict could cast
aspersions on the Congress’s ability to emerge as a strong alternative and hurt its standing in
the eyes of potential allies further deepening the cracks existing in the Opposition alliance.

ROAD AHEAD

The Congress party has been no stranger to the pains of political splits. Many of the current
constituents of the 1.N.D.I.A front for instance, the All-India Trinamool Congress and the
Nationalist Congress Party are breakaway groups founded by prominent regional leaders,
Mamata Banerjee and Sharad Pawar, respectively who originally belonged to the Congress.
Moreover, the Congress needs to take a cue from the recent turmoil in the Shiv Sena and
Nationalist Congress Party as well as the collapse of its own Government in Madhya Pradesh
and subsequent defeats in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, showing how factionalism in state
units left unmanaged could escalate into deeper political crisis further complicating the
Opposition’s prospects on the difficult road to defeating the BJP in next year’s General
Elections. The Congress should therefore immediately aim to pacify internal discontent and
put its own house in order, for earning the support of allies, and ultimately the electorate
would certainly prove an audacious task without taking its own leadership and cadre into
confidence. (Handa, 2019) Even as there seems no copybook formula for reconciliation,
finding the same shall be critical for Congress’ resurgence prospects and Opposition unity in
coming times.
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ABSTRACT

Para-diplomacy is the initiative of sub-national governments to pursue their own foreign
affairs to promote their own interests. India is a federal nation with states enjoying a certain
degree of autonomy which enables them to interact with investors of foreign countries. This
paper shall highlight the concept and evolution of para-diplomacy in India since the
liberalisation of the Indian economy in 1991. In this context, the two cases of West Bengal
and Gujarat shall be examined and compared with an assessment of the challenges,
opportunities and reflections on the road ahead for para-diplomacy.

Key Words: GDP- Gross Domestic Product, FDI- Foreign Direct Investment, WB- World
Bank, investments, summits, special economic zones, subnational diplomacy.

PARA-DIPLOMACY: CONCEPTS AND EVOLUTION IN INDIA

Para-diplomacy denotes a process through which the constituent units of sovereign states
conduct their own diplomatic engagement with other States to pursue their own interests.
This is a new element introduced in international relations. It has emerged as one of the major
sub-disciplines of political science. Foreign investment is required to boost economic
development by providing necessary capital and resources to finance new projects, expand
existing ones and create employment opportunities. In attracting foreign investments, para-
diplomacy has a prominent role to play. The term ‘para-diplomacy’ or parallel diplomacy
highlights the involvement of subnational governments of different states to uphold their own
interests. After liberalisation of the Indian economy in 1991 and globalisation, the states in
India have resorted to para-diplomacy in trying to attract foreign investors in their states. The
defining moment of para-diplomacy occurred in 1993 when the Government Of India’s most
industrialised state Maharashtra entered into negotiation with Enron, Texas energy giants.
The promising aspect is that this has reduced the dependence of states on the central
government for any kind of aid.

Since then the states can directly negotiate with international organisations like World Bank,
International Monetary Fund seeking financial aid from them, this has also accelerated the
state's ability to instil pressure on the central government to sign or not sign treaties which
affect their interests.

Para-diplomacy has enabled many states to become economically independent. The states
have recorded huge gains in terms of Foreign Direct Investment(FDI). Subnational diplomacy
in India happens in a manner without much involvement of the central government. It
requires that the central government coordinates to carry out activities smoothly. There have
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been huge FDI inflows for some states while for others the result is poor. This has given rise
to inequality among states.

PARA-DIPLOMACY: CASES OF WEST BENGAL AND GUJARAT

Gujarat

Gujarat has served as the gateway to the world and is a centre of global influence. The state
has witnessed rapid economic transformation from trade to services in the past 2 decades.
Gujarat has been an industrialised state with a boundary of 196025 km. In GDP dynamics,
the Net State Domestic Product has increased to 241.9% in the year 2022(CEIC data). The
share of the state in India’s GDP has increased from 5.8% in 2004 to 8.7% as of 2023. The
setting up of special economic zones has been beneficial ensuring high investment combined
with numerous tax relief attracting investors. Establishment of the Industrial Extension
Bureau was a milestone in 1977 creating a foundation for para-diplomacy in contemporary
Gujarat. The “Industrial Policy-2000” was published by Gujarat with the main aim of
competing with South East Asian countries. The Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors Summit
(VGGS) was the greatest para-diplomatic tool of Gujarat. The total investment was about 39
billion Indian rupees. This summit became a shop window not only for Gujarat but also for
the whole country. Ahmedabad has been informally titled “Manchester of India " being the
industrial hub. The then chief minister Narendra Modi visited several countries like China,
Japan, Singapore making Guijarat a vital player in India’s para-diplomacy. Visits of heads of
foreign countries to the state has brought the state huge investments and support. The VGGS
will take place in 2024 with the Tourism Corporation of Gujarat organising athree-day event
“The 14" Conventions India Conclave” at Gandhinagar. The startup conclave will be
attended by business unicorns, venture capitalists from among the countries. Besides this the
Government of Gujarat has established “Gujarat International Finance Tec-City Company
Limited” (GIFTCL). This GIFT city will consist of special economic zones (SEZ) which will
ensure land consumption for development. The GIFT city had been ranked 1% in 2020 by
Global Financial Centres Index. Gujarat has prepared “Mega Permission” under which 26
types of approval and compliances are being facilitated through single application for
investors. The “New Gujarat Industrial Policy” aims attract foreign investors, increase
employment and to create Industry 4.0. The Gujarat Atmanirbhar initiative has been able to
attract more investors and increase investment.

Business representatives of Gujarat and Republic of Sakha (Russia) have launched
agreements in the diamond and pharmaceuticals industry. Also, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) opened its Global Centre for Traditional Medicine in 2022. The Zen
Garden-Kaizen Academy was inaugurated at Ahmedabad Management Association during
the 14" India-Japan Annual Summit. In the field of tourism, the “KUSHBU GUJARAT KI”
campaign was launched which attracted tourism from all over Gujarat which increased
Gujarat tourism income by 16%. In 2017 Ahmedabad was recognised as a “UNESCO World
Heritage Site” which brought it a large number of tourists visiting the state. The Gujarat
Government is actively organising meetings, international conferences, and exhibitions in
gaining significant momentum in Gujarat. The Gujarat Government is aiming to make the
state top 5 destination for visit by 2025. The most recent has been the Surat Diamond Bourse
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which is located in the DREAM city. It will be the world’s trading centre for diamonds as
well as the world’s largest office building ahead of Pentagon. This will house traders from
around 175 countries who will buy polished diamonds. There will be turnover of $25 billion
annually. This will attract traders from Middle Eastern countries of United Arab Emirates,
Iran. Gujarat has been thus one of the key states which did and is still active state in the field
of para-diplomacy.

West Bengal

West Bengal in the recent years has been trying to attract foreign investors to invest in the
state in various fields. Its para-diplomatic activities are quite visible since 2011 with the
Chief Minister and other prominent political office bearers starting to visit foreign countries,
holding meetings with multinational companies(MNC) to portray that West Bengal is an ideal
place of investment. The Bengal Business Global Summit (BGBS) is the flagship event of the
government of West Bengal. The summit intends to bring together corporate leaders, business
delegations, entrepreneurs and think tanks about the globe with the purpose of making
strategic and business alliances as well as industrial and business friendly initiatives of the
state. The recent 7" BGBS was held in November 2023 where the state received an
investment proposal worth 3.7 lakh crore. CM Mamata Banerjee was on a visit to Spain and
the United Arab Emirates to attract investment to the state. Previously she visited Germany
and Italy in 2018 for the same purpose.

West Bengal in 2005 signed an agreement with Indonesia’s Salim Group to set up the first
two-wheeler plant in eastern India with an investment of Rs 987 crore. Again, the
Petrochemical project by Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation at Haldia has been a success. Ural
India Limited, a joint venture between Russia’s Ural AZ Joint Stock Co and West Bengal
Industrial Development Corporation was inaugurated in 2006 with an investment of Rs 550
crore. The most recent event was when West Bengal opened its doors to foreign investments
in Electric Vehicles. It aimed to attract investment in lithium batteries, charging stations and
e-bus. In an event organised by the British Deputy High Commission of Kolkata in
collaboration with Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry, ASPIRE, the UK
government presented a road map for establishing an Intelligent Mobility Skill Centre in the
state which will offer training in various areas particularly in the EV ecosystem. Besides,
West Bengal has been in talks for attracting investments due to its logistical capacity. United
States e-giants like Amazon, Pepsi have already invested in the state. Bengal is poised to
become the logistics hub of India, as stated by the US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti(
Millennium Post:06,23). The Government of West Bengal has also invested in tourism
attracting foreign visitors to the state. Teesta River Water agreement is also a case where
West Bengal played an important role where it objected that it would hamper the project that
aims at irrigating 9,22,000 acres of land in north Bengal. The Chief Minister of West Bengal
Mamata Banerjee opposed the Centre’s decision to give away Teesta waters to Bangladesh.
This highlights that the centre cannot alone play a role in carrying out bilateral agreement.
States also play an important role in carrying out foreign relations. Besides, both countries
have set up border haats where products of both countries will be exchanged. Officials from
Bengal Chamber Of Commerce and Industry expressed their interest to invest in different
sectors including IT, engineering. West Bengal along with the Government of Bangladesh is
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working to set special economic zones in Bangladesh’s different districts. Apart from this
West Bengal has also played a significant role in negotiating directly with international
monetary organisations like the World Bank. On June 9, 2023, the World Bank Board of
Executive Directors approved a loan of $148 million dollars to West Bengal in harnessing
surface and ground water through irrigation practices. Prior to this in 2022 the West Bengal
government and World Bank have signed a $125 million dollar loan to support efforts to the
vulnerable groups to help them access social protection services in West Bengal. In the year
2021, the World Bank Board of Directors approved a loan of $135 million dollars to West
Bengal to improve the efficiency and reliability of electricity supply in the state.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF GUJARAT AND WEST BENGAL

Para-diplomacy has emerged as a major tool in winning economic gains for the states in
India. Now the states can directly take loans from international monetary organisations
without involvement of the central government. A large number of states have highlighted
their achievements in trying to attract foreign investments. Many diplomatic delegations have
shown their interest in engaging in intergovernmental organisations and business
partnerships. Foreign trade offices have been established in many states to directly negotiate
with sub-national governments. Gujarat has taken full advantage of para-diplomacy and has
successfully brought various foreign investments in the state which led to a rise in the state’s
GDP. Since 2011 Guijarat has projected itself as a suitable place for investments which has
improved economic conditions in the state and engendered a rise in employment levels.
Gujarat has been one of the states which have actively propagated itself to the outside world.
For Gujarat para-diplomacy has been quite a successful paradigm projecting itself as ‘Vibrant
Gujarat’.

In the case of West Bengal, engaging in para diplomacy has been quite beneficial starting
from 2005. Ever since 2011, the Government of West Bengal has been pleading to foreign
investors to invest in the state. The Bengal Business Global Summit takes place where the
Chief Minister puts before foreign investors ample opportunities of investing in the various
sectors of the state starting from IT to tourism.Like Gujarat, West Bengal has to work hard in
publicising itself within the country and also to the world to come and invest in the state and
ensure conditions where foreign companies can work steadily without any political or
bureaucratic interventions. The extent to which engagement in subnational diplomacy has
been successful for Gujarat, in West Bengal it lags behind.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARA-DIPLOMACY IN INDIA

Para-diplomacy has its own limitations. Often it takes place unsystematically without central
government involvement. This has led to uneven economic growth resulting in some states
being rich and others remaining poor. However, for the states it has been an instrument, a
viable option for attracting foreign investment, increasing states GDP and ensuring economic,
social, political stability. States find it profitable to maintain their autonomous relations with
foreign nationals and foreign companies without central government’s involvement. In case
of financial aid requirements, the states can now directly conduct negotiations with
international organisations as it is in the case of West Bengal where the government from
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time to time has turned towards World Bank to sanction them aid to carry out various social,
economic and welfare activities in the state. Trade and investment promotion activities of
the state and transnational economic engagement of the state-owned companies has deepened
India’s relations with foreign nations. Now any decision making of the centre requires states'
opinion in the matters as it affects their interests.

ROAD AHEAD

Para-diplomacy has indeed made the states of India economically independent. Border
regions have benefited in financial terms more from economies across borders. It has enabled
the border states to solve problems with the neighbouring countries. This is also used by the
centre as a soft power strategy to complement national foreign policy. Para-diplomacy is
consequently at its peak. This has enabled many states to come out of poverty situations and
given wings to their aspirations to fulfil long awaited goals. Para-diplomacy has added a new
dimension to evolving federalism in contemporary India of the 21st century.
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ABSTRACT

This article aims to examine the objectives of the Libertarian Socialist Institute under the
secretaryship of MPT Acharya, and why the institute occupies a unique position in the history
of Indian political thought. The fundamental ideas that constitute libertarian socialism and
anarchism will be reviewed along with MPT Acharya’s writings on the same. The article
concludes with further reflections on the future of libertarian socialism in India, and the
potential and need for decentralised and democratic conceptions of a socialist society in
India.
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India’s independence from the British was paralleled by a significant event in the history of
Indian political thought in the form of a relatively unknown institute under the leadership of
freedom fighter and anarchist revolutionary MandayamParthasarathiTirumal Acharya. The
Libertarian Socialist Institute came into being as a successor of the Institute of Indian
Sociology in August 1947 with MPT Acharya as its secretary. In a country where the radical
left has been traditionally associated with the Marxist school of thought and its derivatives,
Acharya remains one of the few revolutionaries who have identified with the libertarian
socialist and anarchist faction. Similarly, the Libertarian Socialist Institute stands out as an
anomaly in the history of Indian political thought in the context of the noted absence of the
libertarian socialist and anarchist intellectual tradition in the country, including in the space
occupied by socialists and communists (who largely adhered to Marxist and Fabian schools
of thought). The institute thereby holds immense potential as a subject of study as well as a
basis for future endeavours that aim to advance the goals of libertarian socialism in India.

LIBERTARIAN SOCIALISM

Libertarian socialism is an anti-authoritarian school of thought within socialism that places
emphasis on worker self-governance and self-management based on voluntary association. It
rejects both state ownership and private property and thereby differs from other strands of the
socialist and communist movement. Closely intertwined with the political philosophy of
anarchism, libertarian socialism presents a broader direction towards constructing a society
built on non-hierarchical participatory democracy and a socialist economy where workers
directly control the means of production.

Emma Goldman, one of the world's most influential anarchists’ and libertarian socialists’
remarks, “Anarchism stands for the liberation of the human mind from the dominion of
religion and liberation of the human body from the coercion of property; liberation from the
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shackles and restraint of government. It stands for a social order based on the free grouping
of individuals...” (Goldman,1910).

In spite of the fact that several Indian leaders including Bhagat Singh had drawn inspiration
from the ideas of anarchism and libertarian socialism in many forms, very few have explicitly
identified with the same. Libertarian socialism thereby remained as a school of thought that is
largely unknown or grossly misunderstood. Attempting to clear the most common
misconception surrounding it, MPT Acharya writes,“the anarchists are as much against chaos
as those who pretend to be against chaos and therefore justify and maintain the states, any
kind of state. They say that chaos cannot be abolished by states, but only kept suppressed,
hence they require armies, police and prisons with or without constitutions. Keeping chaos
suppressed means not preventing chaos—the order that is imposed has only suppressed open
chaos. The anarchists try to prepare the minds of people how they can live without chaos and
without states”(Acharya,1948)

THE LIBERTARIAN SOCIALIST INSTITUTE

The Institute of Indian Sociology was formed in the 1930s by RanchoddasBhavanLotvala,
who had previously financed the publication of the Communist Manifesto as well as other
Marxist texts before making acquaintance with Acharya. Lotvala’s relationship with Acharya
led to the former reading the works of Bakunin, Kropotkin, Rocker, and Proudhon; and
consequently, being drawn to the ideas of anarchism and libertarian socialism that Acharya
espoused. This in turn influenced the orientation of the institute which had largely written on
issues like labour and women’s rights.

In 1945 the institute’s appointed secretaries K. N. Phadke and Shanta Bhalerao resigned from
their positions as the institute's political leanings shifted increasingly towards anarchism.
Finally, Acharya’s growing influence led to the institute's re-birth as The Libertarian Socialist
Institute along with the rewriting of its constitution. On August 7th 1947 the Libertarian
Socialist Institute formally announced its mission statement which consisted of a set of goals
or objectives which will be discussed further.

MPT Acharya passed away on 20th March 1954. The institute’s functioning subsequently
came to a halt in the years after as Lotvala himself strayed from ideas of libertarian socialism
to adopt more individualist positions. The legacy of Acharya was thus not taken forward and
one of the few flames of the anarchist and libertarian socialist movement in India was
extinguished. (Ramnath,2012)

The mission statement of the Libertarian Socialist Institute declared the following goals

To promote interest in libertarian socialism

To gather and disseminate information relating to libertarian thought and activities

To facilitate the study of natural and social sciences

To focus the views of experts on problems of libertarian movement

To form and maintain a library and run a libertarian journal

To adopt such other measures as may be advisable for the furtherance of the above
objects (Yajnik,1952)

o U s wh e
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The mission statement also remarks that “an ideal society would be a stateless society, one of
no arbitrary authority, one in which sovereignty and subjection will have been replaced by
voluntary cooperation and self-discipline, which are sine qua non of Libertarianism. So the
libertarians anticipated Engels’ famous doctrine concerning the “withering away of the state”
which must not await till after the overthrow of bourgeois state but should be worked for here
and now, while the existing state continues, by destroying the principal class monopolies on
which it rests. (Yajnik,1952)

The goal of promoting interest in libertarian socialism taking primacy in the mission
statement should be understood in the context of the idea being relatively unknown and
unpopular among the masses and the popular understanding of socialism being tied to state
ownership. The institute had observed that sparse as it may be, it is imperative to record and
disseminate information about libertarian political thought and action in India as well as
abroad to advance the public’s understanding of the libertarian socialism. The goal of
facilitating the study of natural and social sciences reflect the institute's social commitment
and a consciously scientific and holistic approach to politics. The idea of focusing the views
of experts on the libertarian movement and the initiative to maintain a library and journal
point towards the same.

Delving further into the mission statement’s vision of what an ideal society would look like,
the rejection of “arbitrary authority” can be traced back to one of the fundamental ideas of
anarchism which is the rejection of unjustified authority. As noted, linguist and professor
Noam Chomksy explains in his interview with Harry Kriesler, “The core of the anarchist
tradition, as | understand it, is that power is always illegitimate, unless it proves itself to be
legitimate. So the burden of proof is always on those who claim that some authoritarian
hierarchic relation is legitimate. If they can’t prove it, then it should be dismantled.”
(Chomsky, 2002)

The statement also calls voluntary cooperation and self-discipline as the sine qua non of
libertarianism, throwing light on what the institute understands as the fundamental basis or
lowest common denominator of the ideology it represents. It is also interesting to note the use
of the terms libertarianism and libertarian here as seemingly synonymous with libertarian
socialism. This equation is reasonable since libertarianism originated as a left-wing ideology
and was later appropriated by proponents of laissez-faire capitalism, which is something that
Chomksy had elaborated on in the same interview. Libertarianism therefore being a term that
was used by both the exponents of libertarian socialism and laissez-faire capitalism, also
possibly gave Lotvala the leeway to reconcile his own ambivalent political views with the
institute’s stated goals.

The mission statement further remarks that the libertarian project must not wait till after the
overthrow of the bourgeois state but must be “worked for here and now”. What is evident
here is a clear indication that the institute’s understanding of libertarian socialism was not of
something that should be brought into force after the overthrow of an existing state but an
ongoing project that attempts to “destroy the principal class monopolies” that form the basis
for all oppressive institutions including the State.
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In his work How Long Can Capitalism Survive(1951) published by the Free Society Group of
Chicago, Acharya writes,

“Anarchism and Anarchists must be ready with a scientifically workable plan. For
Anarchists, Anarchism is synonymous with scientific economics. For such economics
inevitably make anarchic (non-state) conditions essential. But we Anarchists must formulate
a scientifically workable social economic plan which will be for the benefit of all—an
economic blue-print that will be acceptable even to non-anarchists who do not care for
Anarchism. We must not offer that program as an Anarchist plan. But only as scientific social
economics, which is easily understandable to all and which will benefit all persons equally.
We must deduce Anarchism from scientific economics, and show that it is inseparable from
scientific economics.”

Acharya’s writings on the nature of organisation in an anarchist society built upon an
anarchist economy reflects a positive intent to formulate a scientific and practicable plan.
Anarchists, according to Acharya, should not simply present an ideological direction but
produce a blueprint for a system that can be shown to benefit all people and thereby be
accepted even by non-anarchists. This emphasis on being scientific sets apart Acharya’s
vision from more idealist conceptions of anarchism. Despite the ambiguous and volatile
nature of Lotvala’s political leanings(which can be pointed to as a factor leading to the
institute's subsequent demise), the clarity of Acharya’s political views and his scientific
understanding of libertarian socialism is consistently reflected in his writings throughout this
period.

FURTHER REFLECTIONS

The goals listed in the institute’s mission statement remain ever relevant as we revisit them
seventy-six years later. Knowledge and interest about libertarian socialism is perceived to be
inadequate among the general public. At one level this can be understood as a part of the
broader problem of a serious lack of organic social-political discourse and equitable access to
platforms and resources in a country where education and intellectual activity are gate kept
by a privileged few. However, taking into consideration the relative higher visibility that
other political ideologies have garnered it is also important to observe and analyse a vacuum
in Indian political thought wherein the anarchist and libertarian socialist intellectual tradition
appears to be absent or pushed to obscurity even in academic circles. It is precisely this
context which merits the argument that the Libertarian Socialist Institute occupies a unique
position in India’s ideological landscape and warrants attention. The objectives put forth by
the institute's mission statement remain as a basis for a movement that could potentially draw
a radically new path for progressive movements of the twenty first century providing
alternatives to capitalism that are unique from the ideological framework and methods
espoused by what can be called the mainstream left.

As a political philosophy that is at its most fundamental level rooted in opposition to
hierarchy, Anarchism and other forms of libertarian socialism provide a coherent framework
for social and political movements in a society that is deeply entrenched in various forms of
hierarchy including the caste hierarchy, heteropatriarchy and the capitalist economic
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structure; which is further exacerbated by authoritarianism and state repression. Despite
several concerns about the difficulties of applying the ideas of libertarian socialism in a social
order that is deeply hierarchical and fragmented in the first place, democratic conceptions of
society that are decentralised and non-hierarchical can become powerful in itself and can
materialise into effective ways to combat authoritarianism and fascism, if nurtured into mass
movements. The Libertarian Socialist Institute can thus be a precedent for similar initiatives
to provide a foundation for ideas that can potentially construct a more liberated and equitable
society.
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ABSTRACT

As recognized by the Indian Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
““decolonizing education and achieving aspirations, creating pride in our languages, culture
and knowledge”, the Indian government has been promulgating a transformative education
system, rooted in Indian values, thoughts and a sense of service. Replacing the National
Education Policy of 1986, the new blueprint of 2020 envisions a new India with the
regulations of its ancient roots. In this perspective, the article traces back the roots of
decolonisation in the pre-independent era and attempts to draw a similarity with its new age
aspirations.”. This article aims to analyse the phrase 'decolonization of the education
system’ as used in an indigenous context in considerable detail, and connect it with
prevailing political narratives applicable at different points in India’s trajectory as an
independent state. More specifically, it aims to assess the present notions of the National
Education Policy in terms of what it entails and has envisioned, as well as the criticisms and
counter-criticisms leveraged in this regard.

Keywords:Decolonisation, education, National Education Policy.

The AkhilBharatiyaShikshaSamagam, organised to commemorate the third anniversary of the
National Education Policy (NEP)'2020, recognized the ‘Bharatiya way’ of sustainable
development and collective welfare, with an aim to rejuvenate the existing knowledge system
and reform the public mindset. It is possible to associate the idea with a larger process of
growing indigenous consciousness, which analyses decolonisation not only from a legal-
constitutional vantage point, but as a reversal of the socio-cultural, and particularly linguistic
hegemony of the European imperial powers.

Navneet Sharma andShowkat Ahmad Mir have engineered their work “Decolonizing
education: Re-schooling in India” to project how independent India has undertaken the task
of neutralising the colonial imprints in the “language, pedagogy, evaluation and knowledge”
systems, that were once the *““naturalisobligato” of the former British colony , thereby
charting out the Indian approach to decolonising education through the “most nationalistic
responses” of “re-schooling and indoctrination” from the standpoints of “political activism,
universalism and religious nationalism.” The “government of the day” has re-written history
and curriculum as per its “comfort”, often resulting in re-schooling as opposed to de-
schooling, thereby furthering the divide between native-language medium schools and
English-medium ones.
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DECOLONISING THE INDIGENOUS MINDS: BACKGROUND

Education had acted as a legitimising and indoctrinating force for colonial imperialism and
was used as an instrument for public control and administration through the creation of an
western-educated clerical class. The governmental intent behind imparting English education
was far from pure, aimed to serve vested interests in creating a loyal, civic bureaucracy, with
a mind akin to that of the colonisers. For the coloniser to have an all-pervasive dominant
influence,a sense of brute power must either keep the natives down, or they must willingly
submit from a conviction that the coloniser is wiser, civilised, just, humane, and anxious to
improve their condition than any other ruler they could possibly have. One could witness,
nonetheless, a dual process of alienation and reformism- the former successfully serving the
imperialist agenda of alienating the “few civilized’ from the ‘brute and uncultured natives’,
and the latter serving a divergent range of interests pertaining to the country’s social fabric
such as the abolition of customs like the sati and child marriage, along with the
universalization of schooling irrespective of caste, creed or gender-based divides. The
indelible imprint of colonial education was most profoundly felt in the creation of a national
consciousness, a phenomenon referred to as the *“colonial hangover.” Humanity had
witnessed the spillover effect of the divide and rule policy of the British, as well as the
introduction of ‘modern’ ideas of parliamentarism, Rule of Law, equality, elections, and
many more. Newly independent India had to take up the arduous task of dealing with one of
the deadliest and bloodiest mass migrations the world has ever witnessed, while
simultaneously creating political narratives and linguistic-cultural symbols to carve out a
nation-state from a population erstwhile subject to monarchical rule. Thus, for India
particularly, the task was to become modern even though being culturally distinctive.

“Democracy in India is only a top-dressing on an Indian soil which is essentially
undemocratic” (Mukherjee, 2022, pp 215-237) --- when Ambedkar said this in the
Constituent Assembly on 4th November 1948, his focus was on education as the crux of
constitutional morality in the country. However, the biggest question that has surfaced from
time to time, with the nation’s progress, has been the nature of mass education. Early
twentieth century India witnessed vehement opposition to colonial education in largely three
categories-- one, which came from educational thinker and philosopher Rabindranath Tagore,
where colonialism was to be countered not by nationalism but by internationalism; the
Gandhian attempt to prioritise economic and political liberty using NayiTalim(New
Education) being the second response; and the third stemming from religious education,
which was seen as an indigenized response to colonial education (Navneet Sharma, 2019).
However, Sharma and Mir argue that while Rabindranath Tagore’s nationalism and
internationalism “became redundant with more frequent conflict with neighbouring
countries” (Navneet Sharma, 2019), Gandhian ‘NayiTalim’ got relegated to periphery in
Indian Education system”. It is the third trend that has returned from time to time in the
political ventures of educating the masses.

DEFINING DECOLONISATION

The definitional ambiguity over ‘decolonisation’ is evident in the extent to which it is
perceived as completely wiping off the colonial imprint, vis a vis going for a model most
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suitable to the post-colonial national consciousness. Rewriting the curriculum and syllabi was
the need of the hour then, arguably to instil a feeling of reverence towards the nation’s heroes
in their struggle for national self-determination. The early twentieth century generally defined
decolonisation in terms of economic self-sufficiency and egalitarianism, a desire to break free
from the shackles of Brahminical supremacy. Ironically, in an attempt to build a citizenry
imbued with indigenous values, India basically replicated the colonial model of education,
deriving its inspiration from the scientific temper cultivated by the European Renaissance.
The pedagogy borrowed from the colonial masters was thus considered to be ‘progressive’,
aiding in the nation-building project through the universalization of higher education. In the
years immediately following India’s independence, unification and consolidation was of
paramount importance to the fledgling nation. The country’s education system now sought to
villainize the *West’, and at the same time tried to portray a feeling of fellowship,
brotherhood and harmony for other South Asian neighbours, owing to subcontinental
commonalities coupled with shared colonial memory.

DECOLONISING THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

The great Indian minds such as Tagore and Gandhi, have expressed their anti-hegemonic
sentiments against colonial education, considering the latter to be suffering from ‘moral
crisis’ (Raina, 2012, pg. 187-201) for being too materialistic, rather than philosophical. In the
later years of the 20th century, cultural universalism emerged against the institutionalisation
of science, and the Indian branch of philosophy emerged as a critique against Western
philosophy. Decolonising the education system has been a contested terrain in post-colonial
India, because when the Firangis left, the local higher and dominant castes gained political
power, and they in turn impacted the ways in which the National Curriculum Frameworks
(NCFs) were to be framed.

Education is an important tool of socialisation, social control and cultural action that gets
politicised once the political elites take up the task of framing and reframing educational
policies based on their interests and ideologies. In many cases, the curriculum may go beyond
merely imparting knowledge and content, and rather subtly establish an unspoken connection
between knowledge and cultural or economic power. The manner in which the syllabi is
structured throws light on deeper questions on which ideologies are being upheld by the
hegemon in question. Institutions, therefore, may often become instrumental in generating
structural inequalities of power, or unequal access to resources. (Apple 2004, 64)

DECOLONISATION AND NEP 2020

The Indian education system has remained, for a long time, a colonial remnant of Macaulay’s
brainchild, which has been proved to be insufficient in the age of globalisation, when the
development of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has turned the entire
world into a “‘global village’ 2. Macaulay’s Downward Filtration Theory ® was insufficient to
develop rational thinking capacity amongst all for better life chances, which was a direct
obstacle for holistic socio-economic development that India aimed to achieve since her
independence. Besides Macualy’s English-centric education has proven to be incompetent for
““indigenized” and “inter-digitized” programs to build “life-skills” that have the synergistic
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capacity to transform millions of impoverished families into sustainable and self-evolving
communities’ (United Nations, 2003). With the motto being “bharatkovishvguru banana
hai”(ABBS Report, 2023.) (India is to be a world leader), NEP 2020 aims to restore the
constitutional promise of respect for each language by introducing mother tongue as the
medium of instruction. It takes up a flexible approach to introduce advanced bilingual
textbooks, with adequately skilled teachers. For a long time, the spread of English has been
considered the hallmark of advancement, rationalism and modernization in India. The NEP,
by promoting compulsory Sanskrit learning at all school and secondary levels has taken a
positive step towards the preservation of the Sanskrit Knowledge System. It has further been
instrumental in promoting research endeavours in the field of Indian Knowledge System. The
purpose of education is told to be pursuit of knowledge (Jnana), wisdom (Prajna), and truth
(Satya); they are largely known as “para vidya” (Sharma, 2023) Thus, NEP 2020 is aiming to
create proud Indians full of confidence and trust in their capabilities, values, culture and the
nation, as opposed to the ‘spineless English educated robots’(Sharma, 2023) designed by
Macaulay. It aims to reverse the impact of having a borrowed identity by preserving and
maintaining the Indian multilingual environment.

However, there have been opposing views that have criticised the policy on grounds of
provoking communalism and endorsing “saffronisation”.  Scepticism on grounds of the
central government possessing tendencies of spreading Hindutva consciousness, is also being
put forth by many. Many have harped on bigoted, spiritual values being presented, which in a
sense gives way to neo-colonialismleaning explicitly on the Hindu heritage. The concept of
‘Hindutva’ dates back to the 1920s, and goes beyond Hinduism as a religion, to frame
India’s, and consequently Indians’ cultural identity by denoting ‘all people who believe in,
respect or follow the eternal values of life that have sprung up in Bharat (Republic of
India)’(Banerjee. 2017). In an attempt to glorify the “mythical past”, one may find an
endorsement of a cultural conceptualisation of nationalism, characterised by turning
"Hinduism into an organised religion™ and a "high textual tradition” (evident in NEP’s
orientation towards the Vedas, Shastras, Sanskrit knowledge system). This form of
nationalism, predominated by Brahmanism, gave way to the oriental stereotype, resulting in
alienation of Muslim population, owing to "mediaeval Muslim tyranny and decline” and the
universalisation of Sikh identity, distinct from Hindu and Muslim identities, thereby
diversifying the imaginations of Indian nation in the beginning of twentieth century.
(Bandyopadhyay, 2004)

It has been argued that the Modi-led BJP government through NEP-2020 has now reduced
the powers of the states to a bare minimum. The higher education institutions of various
states have raised legitimate concerns owing to lack of teachers and inadequate infrastructure
giving way to difficulties in the conduction of continuous assessments especially for the
multidisciplinary courses. Owing to equity gaps and infrastructural constraints, capacity
building is an area posing significant challenge for the policy.(Sk.,Rahed. 2023) Additionally,
the entire course format of school education has been changed through the NEP-2020 and the
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023. Chapters pertaining to the Mughals, references
to Gandhi's assassination, along with references related to the 2002 Gujarat riots from
NCERT Sociology textbooks of classes 11 and 12, a chapter on Democracy in the curriculum
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of students hailing from the tenth standard, the theory of evolution given by Charles Darwin,
the infamous Naxalite Movement, etc., have been removed from the curriculum. One may
even witness the introduction of departments teaching disciplines such as Astrology and
Vastu Rituals in central universities such as the Allahabad University. (Kunwar, 2023).
Director of NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training, the designer of
common national curriculum) Dinesh Prasad Saklani, however clarified that the step was
taken as per the findings of expert committees after examining the textbooks from classes 6-
12. Countering his own argument of the deleted portions being irrelevant, he stated, “They
recommended that if this chapter is dropped, it won’t affect the knowledge of the children
and an unnecessary burden can be removed...The debate is unnecessary.” (Mahalakshmi,
2023). Yet, this argument falls short to convince many intellectuals and educationists of the
country.

On the other hand, the exponents of Hindutva present it as a bold revolt against western
hegemony, thereby making it synonymous to decolonization in a way. It is an attempt to
conserve the pre-existing Indian Knowledge System by promoting genuine, quality education
(ABBS Report, 2023).The central government’s policy goes beyond that of ideological
propaganda, with its ultimate aim being positive self-representation.Nationalistic education is
seen as the only legitimate response to the decolonisation of the minds of the people. This is
evident in attempts clearly harping on unity and inclusivity, particularly in the use of slogans
such as ‘Sab kasath- sab kavikas.” Over and above, the all-pervasive narrative has been the
upliftment, development and progress of everyone, going beyond the polarity of the rural and
urban divide, caste and class sentiments. (Bhatia, A. 2020) The NEP 2020 harps much on this
universalism and inclusivity by aiming to impress upon the student’s linguistic diversity,
language universals, and finding an order in the face of the diversity of human languages. It is
a reversal of the paradigm borrowed from Macaulay and the colonialists at large, which
considered Indian languages to be ‘poor in content and quality’(Sharma, 2023, pg 159).

NEP 2020 is a public policy that is evidently in touch with socio-economic realities, and the
concerns of the post-pandemic, digitalized world. Yet again, we see the attempts made by PM
Narendra Modi as well as the Union Minister for Education in highlighting the importance of
G20 as an opportunity for India to demonstrate its ed-tech leadership and showcase the
strides made in digital education. The importance of technology in enhancing learning
outcomes and presenting a new global template of education to the world further emphasises
the element of universalism present in the narrative of increasing digitalization of the
education system.

DECOLONISATION AS AN ONGOING PROCESS

There exists parallel phenomena of uneven development and disenfranchisement in India,
particularly amongst the urban milieu --- as an outcome of the modernising force of English
education. English language and its knowledge have been the symbols of upward social
mobility, class divisions based on expertise, social prestige, and alienation of the students
from their own families because of the contrast between the ‘traditional’ zone of home and
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the “modern’ space of school. Thus, the colonial hangover is hard to shed off in the process of
decolonisation.

The NEP brand of decolonizing education satisfies the Hindu nationalist section of the
political spectrum, by establishing a connect between Indian knowledge and education
predating Islamic or British rule, and linking the model to a revivalism of the excellence
demonstrated in times when universities such as Nalanda and Takshashila existed.
Additionally, despite claims of de-westernization, the liberal arts model of undergraduation is
evidently practised at higher education institutions of the Western world(particularly
America) (Athreya, Haaften, 2020). Decolonization of education, therefore, always takes
account of the political realities of the time, and is shaped in a manner believed to have an
all-pervasive influence on the masses.

ENDNOTES

1. The session was an amalgamation of “Madhu Sanchayan’, ‘Manthan’(discussion on
the 3Ws of IKS) and “Yajna’ (specifications on taking the work forward). A
culmination of age-old values and modern ideas is likely to aid in the acquiescence of
better knowledge of one’s cultural ethos, broaden horizons and ultimately enable in
the actualization of the idea “ Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.” For details, refer to the
ABBS Report, 2023.

2. As per Macaulay’s Minute of 1835, Macaulay advocated for the government to
educate only a few Indians, who would then educate the rest of the population. It was
thought that education would trickle down through this system.

3. The Global Village Project, is an innovative sustainable community, which utilises
Social Architecture to simultaneously solve the two most pressing problems in the
developing world- embedded poverty and environmental degradation. This is
accomplished at both the local and global levels. (United Nations, 2003).
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ABSTRACT

This paper analyses the evolution of India’s political economy since its independence in 1947.
It examines how India transitioned from a closed, state-led economic model to the more open,
market-oriented economy it has today. The analysis focuses on key policy shifts including the
liberalisation of the early 1990s that opened India to foreign trade and investment. The paper
discusses how these reforms impacted India's growth trajectory, transformed its industrial
landscape, and integrated the country into the global economy. However, economic
liberalisation also increased income inequality and regional economic disparities within
India. The paper assesses how subsequent governments have aimed to spread the benefits of
India’s economic growth more equitably via poverty alleviation schemes, rural development
programs, and investments in health and education. The conclusion evaluates India's current
status as one of the world's fastest growing economies while still facing considerable
developmental challenges.

Key Words: Economic policy, technological change, growth and development, evolution,
state market relations, economic system model

AT THE INCEPTION

India’s tryst with planned economic development began with the onset of independence. The
newly formed government of independent India faced the mammoth task of politically and
economically unifying a socially diverse country of continental proportions that had hitherto
been exploited by colonial rule for over two centuries. The leaders of the independence
movement envisioned an economically strong, self-reliant and socially equitable India that
would bridge disparities in income and opportunity for its massive population plagued by
poverty, malnutrition and illiteracy (Tharoor, 2017).

The incumbent political establishment led by the first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru
decided to adopt a mixed economy framework, combining features of state regulation,
planning and market economy to balance economic growth objectives with social welfare
needs of the masses (Chandra, Mukherjee & Mukherjee, 2016). This marked the beginning of
India's “tryst with destiny” (Nehru, 1947) as a democratic republic seeking national
development within a Five-Year Plan architecture.

Over the past seven decades, India's political economy trajectory has witnessed several
shifts—from a controlled regulatory environment in the first four decades, to market-oriented
reforms since the 1990s, with a re-emphasis on welfare spending in the 21st century
(Mukherji, 2015). These developments mirror the changing economic ideologies and state-
market relations endorsed by successive governments over time.
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This paper analyses India's changing political economy landscape since independence by
studying the economic models, policies and institutional changes that have shaped its growth
and distributional outcomes. The analysis evaluates the performance of the Indian economy
and impact of reforms across phases while situating these squarely within the prevailing
political context.

PLANNED ECONOMY AND SOCIALIST ORIENTATION (1950s - 1980s)

In its early decades, India adopted a central planning model based on the Soviet-style
command economy system. This involved the establishment of the planning commission in
1950 (Government of India, 1950) to formulate five-year plans aimed at resource allocation
and growth targets. The approach emphasised state regulation, public sector dominance, and
protectionism to accelerate development and promote egalitarian distribution of resources.
The "licence raj" system (Panagariya, 2008) controlled the economy through industrial
policy, inward-looking trade and investment policies, public ownership of banking and
financial sectors, substantial public investment in infrastructure, and extensive labour
regulations. The overarching goal was to achieve high economic growth, self-reliance,
poverty alleviation, and employment creation.

While India’'s socialist economy experienced modest growth of 3-4% annually, it often fell
short of the targeted growth rates amidst implementation inefficiencies, resource constraints,
populist policies (Kumar, 2019), and a corrupted bureaucracy that stifled private investment
and competition. The lack of openness towards foreign trade and investment limited
technological advancement critical for industrial upgrading. Imposed wage and price
restrictions created market distortions while public sector inefficiencies constrained
infrastructure growth essential for development. Poverty and unemployment concerns
remained high despite ambitious social spending through Five Year Plans in this phase.

During her time as Prime Minister of India from 1966 to 1977 and again from 1980 to 1984,
Indira Gandhi implemented significant economic changes. She nationalised banks and
abolished princely privileges in the late 1960s to reduce inequality. The Green Revolution
(1960s) increasedagricultural productivity, yet remained restricted to certain states,
particularly Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, with pre-existing better agro-based
infrastructure and irrigation facilities, creating developmental disparities with the eastern
states. Moreover, economic challenges following the 1971 war led to a shift towards
deregulation to stimulate growth.

By the 1980s, economic reforms could no longer be deferred, given the heavy public debt,
persistently high inflation, widening fiscal deficits and worsening balance of payments amidst
the collapsing Soviet bloc in a rapidly globalising world economy (Kumar, 2019). India had
started incrementally liberalising trade, taxes and industrial policies in the 1980s, but 1991,
the balance of payments crisis necessitated major structural adjustments and market
deregulation.

ECONOMIC LIBERALISATION AND MARKET REFORMS (1991 - 2014)

89



In 1991, India implemented sweeping economic reforms to address a foreign exchange crisis
and sovereign debt default threat, seeking an IMF bailout. The reforms included ending the
licence raj, deregulating industries, privatising public sector enterprises, and opening the
economy to private and foreign competition. Additionally, trade and financial sectors were
liberalised, including lowering tariff barriers, easing imports and exports, allowing private
and foreign banking entry, and easing capital account restrictions. These aimed to enhance
the efficiency and productivity of Indian industries to boost international competitiveness and
improve cost efficiencies and consumer choice through domestic competition. The focus
included tapping export markets, facilitating technology inflows through foreign investment,
privatisation, disinvestment of public sector units, and fiscal consolidation efforts to improve
macroeconomic stability and channel investments to key priority sectors via budgetary
reforms.

Since 1991, economic reforms and liberalisation policies have had a significant impact.
Average GDP growth improved to 6% by the late 1990s, crossed 7-8% by mid 2000s before
exceeding 8.5% by mid 2010s, making India one of the fastest growing emerging economies
globally (Kumar, 2019). Industries and services sectors also grew at robust 7-9% rates in the
high growth period. Savings and investment rates rose substantially from the 1990s supported
by rising incomes. Inward FDI flows surged from the 2000s with rising foreign investors’
confidence in India’s growth story. Exponential export growth at over 15% also commenced
by the 2000s reflecting rising global integration and competitiveness (Panagariya, 2008).
Financial depth indicators like credit/GDP ratio also expanded considerably.

However, the neoliberal "trickle down™ assumptions of market efficiency and high growth of
jobs remained questionable amid rising inequality and persistent mass poverty despite two
decades of rapid economic expansion (Subramanian & Felman, 2019). Reforms were seen as
disproportionately benefitting the urban skilled elite and big business groups while gains for
farmers, informal labour and vulnerable sections were inadequate as share of the
manufacturing workforce declined from 25% in 1987 to 21% in 1994, indicating a shift away
from labour-intensive work, wage growth was 2.5% annually in urban areas in the 1990s
compared to just 1% in rural areas, access to banking services increased much faster in cities
- commercial bank branches per 100,000 people rose from 32 to 70 in urban areas from 1991-
2000, versus just 18 to 32 in rural areas, corporate sector profits as a share of GDP rose from
2% in 1991 to 7% by 2001, showing reforms favoured big business where agricultural growth
actually decelerated after reforms - growing at 2.3% in the 1990s versus 3.6% in the 1980s,
rural poverty declined 8.6% from 1993-2000, urban poverty declined faster at 12.3% over the
same period and inequalities increased between rural vs urban areas, landless informal
workers vs landowners, men vs women (Himanshu, 2007). This triggered corrective policy
responses on the social welfare and inclusion fronts.

The mixed reform outcomes and revival of welfare concerns resulted in a policy recalibration
over the past decade. While sustaining high growth via further reforms remained imperative,
redistribution efforts were also expanded considerably under the Congress led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime of the 2000s- Spending on health, education and social
protection quadrupled in real terms between 2004-05 and 2012-13 (Ministry of Finance,
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2013). The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
(2005), guaranteed 100 days of wage employment to rural households and covered all rural
districts by 2009-10, generating over 2 billion person-days of employment. The Right to
Education Act (2009) made education a fundamental right of children 6-14 years old
(MHRD, 2011). The National Food Security Act (2013) provided subsidised food grains to
67% of the population (DFPD, 2013). Overall, the UPA regime enacted major welfare
schemes, increased social spending significantly and expanded programs aimed at
redistribution and inclusion.

This development strategy aimed at fuelling growth by market efficiency combined with an
activist government role for equitable development— has been termed as the "Inclusive
Growth™ approach (Dev & Sengupta, 2016). The shift involved huge spending on
employment guarantee schemes to improve rural incomes, food security programs, rural
infrastructure upgrades, and financial inclusion efforts like microcredit access and direct
benefit transfers to the needy. Social sector investments in health and education also received
impetus in the 2004-14 decade. However, growth momentum was affected post 2008 Global
Financial Crisis'followed by policy paralysis and corruption scandals eroding investor
sentiment in later years of the UPA regime marked by high inflation and slowing reforms.

RECENT SHIFTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK (2014 onwards)

The Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) led National Democratic Alliance returned to power in 2014
with a historic electoral mandate. Major initiatives in the first term (2014-2019) involved
business friendly reforms like simplifying taxes, procedures and foreign investment rules to
improve ease of doing business rankings while pursuing infrastructure upgrades, digitization
efforts via biometric 1D system (Aadhar), financial inclusion and toilet construction programs
under their key welfare schemes. Supply side measures aimed at formalisation of the large
informal economy  were also undertaken through ambitious tax (GST)® and bankruptcy code
reforms”, although were disruptive initially for small firms (Anand & Tulin, 2019).

The government further opened more sectors to private and foreign investors to boost
manufacturing, while continuing legacy welfare programs for last mile service delivery.
Monetary policy also shifted to formal inflation targeting and a new GDP framework was
adopted aligning India with global standards. However, critics argue that employing demand
boosting policies during downturns was inadequate with overreliance on supply side
measures, apart from rising unemployment, agriculture distress and strained public finances
limiting redistribution abilities (Anand & Azad, 2019).

The Modi government in its second term (2019 onwards) announced ambitious targets of
becoming a $5 trillion economy with extensive infrastructure upgrades with a sustained 7%
plus growth despite global volatility and the COVID-19 shock, lower inflation and twin
deficits owing to fiscal prudence, rising digitization levels and improvement in ease of doing
business metrics. Supply constraints remain in agri-value chains, power, logistics etc
although banking sector distress poses a challenge. Creating mass employment opportunities
amid global economic uncertainties and rising automation is also imperative. Environmental
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issues are gaining prominence needing sustainable solutions. Policy stability with continued
welfare focus is essential as India completes 75 years of independence.

CONCLUSION

The paper traces India's economic policy journey across three broad phases since
independence - Nehruvian socialism, liberalisation reforms in the 1990s, and targeted welfare
schemes under BJP rule. It highlights the transition from a state-led model under Nehru to
free market reforms under Rao that accelerated growth but also increased inequality. The
current BJP model focuses on welfare programs and digital infrastructure while exhibiting
some protectionist tendencies. The analysis indicates that India's economic policies have
evolved based on changing political ideologies and electoral pressures, with policymaking
occupying a dynamic equilibrium space between state and market forces. Overall, the
emphasis here is how India's economic trajectory has been shaped by the complex interplay
of political and economic ideologies responding to coalition politics.

Balancing high growth with redistributive public policy for inclusive development remains a
challenge going forward. As India completes its 75th year of independence, political
consensus on economic priorities aligned with social welfare needs is essential amidst rising
aspirations of a young demography on the cusp of technological change. The vision of the
architects of modern India during its founding moment—to achieve rapid development with
democratic values and egalitarianism remains a work in progress. Sustaining economic
dynamism while ensuring equitable access to opportunities still remains India's unfinished
agenda as it enters a new era of industrialization that is shaping global production systems.

ENDNOTES

1. During the 2008 global financial crisis, the UPA government in India responded with
fiscal stimulus and social welfare spending, enabled by healthy pre-crisis
macroeconomic conditions. They implemented three fiscal stimulus packages totaling
around 3% of GDP (Chandrasekhar, 2009), focusing on tax cuts, infrastructure
projects, and social sector schemes, while also tightening fiscal policy in 2010. This
helped the economy weather the crisis better than other emerging markets, but long-
term weaknesses persisted due to political compromises in policymaking.

2. The informal economy comprises unregulated economic activities that are not
officially registered or reported, including unregistered small-scale enterprises, casual
labour, and unofficial distributions of goods and services. It is common in sectors
such as agriculture, construction, retail trade, transportation, and domestic work, and
often involves a high proportion of women and migrant workers.

3. The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax in India intended to replace
existing indirect taxes, structured as a dual model with Central GST and State GST. It
aims to create a common national market, improve tax compliance, boost economic
growth, and reduce business costs.

4. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 2016 is a bankruptcy law in India that
provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency among companies and
individuals. It consolidates existing bankruptcy-related laws and establishes a new
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institutional framework, shifting the insolvency regime from a debtor-in-possession to
a creditor-in-control model. This represents significant bankruptcy reforms and
includes the establishment of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India to
regulate the functioning of related institutions under the code.
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ABSTRACT

Deprived, divided, destroyed.

Any commentary on the Manipur Conflict *23 is a gruesome reminder of the worst that can
be brought out of humans in stroking deep group insecurities of marginalisation, the real
effects of poor mediation, efficacy of herd behaviour in mass mobilisation and the continued
violent proof of politicisation of identity. The contemporary conflict is not a unicausal
outcome, nor a simple mismanagement of spontaneous causes, but a culmination of reasons
unaddressed and sentiments flared. It is a neigh concrete expression of typical South Asian
problems. Herein, the academia is poised to provide not only solutions to the Manipur crisis,
but also make aware the public and policy, of the recurrent chasms that plague the
subcontinent. The study undertakes a qualitative and historic approach to understanding the
build-up to the current state of violence, its causes, outcomes and possible solutions; positing
communal violence to be an acute function of ‘conspicuous identity’,

Key Words:  Manipur, Group Theory Approach to Public Policy, politicisation of
identity,conspicuous identity.

THE STRIFE

2023, the state, a scape of violence. What flared on 3™ May has yet not been watered down,
the Jewel of India is tarnished.

The present crisis befallen on Manipur is a classic example of ethnic violence and
maladministration, that when coupled with the added ignorance and indifference for the
North-Eastern states and their very-Indian citizens, has allowed the union government laxity
in the handling of the Manipur conflict; giving local politics free hand — allowing the worst
instincts of the communal man to manifest into a full-blown intra-state conflict. The liberal
civil society otherwise belligerent on contentions of human rights and world peace is more
distracted with wars abroad than the fire back home, amongst its own people, threatening the
tranquillity of citizens and integrity of the nation (ThePrint, 17 November 2023), and also
raising pertinent questions against the political efficacy of “appeasement’ reservations.

The research study is built on public information available in form of news articles and
editorials, as it is a contemporary and evolving issue lacking immediate theorization.

While the immediate spark that lit the political powder keg, came from the unceremonious
and un-judicious March 27, 2023 ruling by the Manipur High Court (hereafter HC), that
ordered the Birendra Singh- led government to recommend Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for
the Meiteis to the Indian government. The long-standing demand by the Meitei community
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leadership flared the politicisation of identity, which has been an ongoing and building
phenomenon in the state (ThePrint, 21 May 2023). Though there is a lack of clarity on the
exact sequence of events that led to mass Meitei- Kuki mob violence. It started from the Kuki
district of Churachandpur, only to engulf the whole state; where much of the ground
psychosis became a battle of narratives — one Meitei and the other Kuki, with little in the way
of shared considerations, both communities having built for themselves echo chambers,
beyond which reconciliation lies condemned. This is not a “classical” moment of North-East
insurgency, as it is not a fight against the Indian State, but a fight between two groups,
unwilling to compromise, unwilling to tolerate (ThePrint, 17 November 2023).

Soon a protest rally against the HC ruling turned into ground violence, which ultimately led
to more than 130 people being killed, the treasury and government offices being damaged
and vandalised, churches and temples being burnt and forcing more than half a lakh people to
migrate. Villages of both communities were burnt by the other, women and children being the
worst affected. Although the Assam Rifles were deployed the very next day of mass violence
(4th May, 2023) and shoot at sight orders were given, the situation only improved nominally.
Even a Kuki MLA (VungzaginValte) was attacked (The Quint, 2023). These escalations have
led to curfew in most parts of the state and suspension of the internet in order to reduce the
spread of the violence. Mobs sparked violence time and again in June and July, 2023. The
horrific incident regarding the custodial death of HanglalmuanVaiphei for just posting on
social media highlights the heavy handed and bigoted approach adopted by the state police.
The victim had posted an article that was critical of the Manipuri Chief Minister and the
Meitei community in general on his social media handle. He was lynched by a mob when he
was supposed to be in police custody. Instances of violences were seen as late as in
December, 2023. The Supreme Court’s suomoto cognizance and the formation of a
committee to look into the matter has restored some semblance of peace in the region, and
trust in the political order, though its durability is doubtful.

Despite the Honourable Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah’s visit to the state, the deafening
silence of the Union Government on this sensitive issue has failed to provide any political
solution. Reassurances only work as long as both sides are willing to keep confidence in the
mediator. While Birendra Singh and the BJP retain the trust of the Meiteis, as evident by the
near-dramatic scenes of supports stopping him midway before he submitted his resignation to
the state governor; there is deep anger amongst Kukis, both in his incapacity to contain the
violence as well as his support for the Meitei cause. With a reproachable Chief Minister atop
and the state in chaos, the logical administrative move to impose Article 356, and the union
government directly convene parle with both camps posthaste. Yet, the lack thereof seems to
be for no other consideration except for bonhomie partisanship between union and state party
leadership.

It is strange to see that a state whose daughter brought back gold and silver medals for India,
in many championships throughout the world, whose daughters are considered as an epitome
of valour in the Indian Epics, now find themselves in a deplorable and worrisome situation.
While the Indian people celebrate the contributions of Marry Kom in sports, the Indian public
were only stunned open following the viral clip of 2 Kuki women, gangraped, and further
paraded naked on the streets by Meitei men. The scourge of gendered violence and the
weaponization of women in conflicts evinces the deplorable state of women’s security in
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Manipur. Kuki students were pulled out from their hostel room and beaten to death on the
street. Even the relief camps are not safe for women where they are often used by men
forcibly for pleasure. Women of both communities have little reason to place trust on state
administration, and have started arming themselves for their own safety, resulting in further
armament of the population, on the brink of a ‘complete war of all against all’.

The Kukis (Indigenous Tribal Leader’s Forum) issued an ultimatum to secure for themselves
an autonomous hill administration, in likeness to the Gorkhaland movement (1980s),
safeguard their livelihood, future and culture — directly financed by the union redistribution of
revenue. This is a clear indication to the resource tussle between the two communities as
central to the mobilisation of identities, where the Manipur state is greatly dependent on
central allocation of resources, and self-government for tribal districts would give the Kuki
tribes ‘just’ share of it. (ThePrint, 17 November 2023) (ThePrint, 21 May 2023) This is
distinct form cession from the Indian administration system, but the clearest indication that
the tribal leadership has forgone any compromise with or within the state government that is
Meitei dominated, resulting in absolutist juxtapositions. This is not helped by the ‘armed
anarchy’ that has ensued, with armed groups on either side. As Meitei groups looted the
Manipur police armoury without resistance, the ‘friendly handover’ seeped suspicions of
‘colluded’ intentions of fringe arsonists and state institutions (ThePrint, 17 November 2023),
leading to Kuki officials taking indefinite leaves from government posts to huddle back up
the hills, a modern forced ghettoization. Where the image of the Manipuri government is of a
‘proxy’ government to the centre (ThePrint, 17 November 2023), this epochal experience is
an outcome of centre indifference and state incapacity, becoming pretexts towards the
political aims of seeking autonomy.

THE TRAGEDY

Public policy is an outcome of the competing interests and attitudes of different groups in
society. The Group Theory Approach, thus holds public policy as the equilibrium product of
continuous group struggle, where the scarcity of means drives groups to compete for state
allocation of social resources, and collective interests of the group are aggregated and
articulated by group leaders before the government. Hence, actual public policy tilts towards
the groups who have gained favour in the eyes of the authority, and away from those who
have lost, thereby reflecting the will of the dominant groups in society. (Anyabe, 2017, pg.
11) While a narrow characterization of social interaction and encounters, the group theory
model, with its premise in group divisions, struggle, and antagonism provides a defined
model in understanding group conflicts, especially the one at hand in Manipur.

For Kukis - a confederation of Manipur tribes, residing in the geographically encompassing
but demographically sparse Manipuri hills protected as tribal lands - the contested High Court
order dated March 27, 2023 as evidence of Meitei majoritarianism to indulge in ST privileges
that the valley-resident community does not qualify for. Here, the more populous Meitei
community is economically dominant, socially prestigious, and holds an electoral majority,
thus having a greater sway over state decisions, with some parts of its population already
having guaranteed affirmations under Scheduled Castes and Other Backward Classes.
(ThePrint, 21 May 2023) (ThePrint, 5 May 2023) This serious shift in the reservation policy
of the state was viewed as a credible threat to the Kuki share in government employment,
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education, welfare, and representation. While the Meiteis might defend their demands as
legitimate in pulling down barriers that restricted their land holding rights to the valley, as
most of the state’s hilly terrain are marked out as tribal lands. The demographic upswing in
Kuki population in recent times is a more polarising metric that presents a more reasonable
plot for Meitei agitation. (ThePrint, 5 May 2023) These insecurities of the Kuki minority and
its deep distrust of the Meitei Birendra Singh-led government compounded into an agitation
on 3™ May by the All-Tribal Students’ Union, Manipur as protest and counter-protests
culminated into all-out violence between the two groups. The cascading communal
polarisation is a result of radicalization of the Meitei and Kuki identity that has made any
temporary point of compromise unsustainable, requiring a comprehensive solution to a multi-
faceted chasm (as discussed below), typical of South Asian Identity Politics.

The Manipuri bipolarity is constructed out of three key markers — ethnicity, religion, and
geography, neither clearly distinct from the other. In this, a historical outlook adds a clearer
picture. One of the few states that remained independent almost till the 19" century, Manipur
was one of the first civilised settlements according to the CheitharolKumbaba - established in
1% century CE, with references of the land found in the Indian epic Mahabharata. Hinduism,
as a religion, is not indigenous to the land per se and had been introduced by the great Meitei
ruler Pamheiba in the 18th Century. He himself adopted Hinduism under the priesthood of
Hindu purohits from Sylet, and soon declared it to be the official religion, resulting in the
gradual conversion of almost all the Meiteis: the original settlers. In 1826, Maharaja Gambhir
Singh seized the state from the Burmese hands with help from the English East India
Company, but not to liberate but to colonise her people. However, it was one of the first
states to adopt a democratic form of government, prior to the democratisation waves in the
subcontinent in the mid-20" century. The then Maharaja enacted the Manipuri Constitution,
establishing an interim council with a chief minister and six ministers (two from hills and six
from valley). Thankfully, it was Sardar Patel’s efforts in convincing the Maharaja of
Manipur, Buddhachandra Singh, to enter union with India (as a part C state) under the
Instrument of Accession. (BAker, 2023) Yet, not unlike the political turmoil faced by her six
sisters in the North-East, Manipur too suffered from decades of insurgent movements and
Union neglect, in funds, representation and attention (ThePrint, 21 May 2023).

Akin to the seven sisters, Manipur has been infested with perennial issues of communal
violence, facing an ‘ethnic cauldron’ even prior to the 2023 mayhem, stemming out of its
lopsided demographics, giving the majority Meiteis’ electoral weight and popular voice in the
state. It started with the adoption of Manipuri, the Meitei Language as the official language of
Manipur, that was alien to the hill tribes. Though most inhabitants use Manipuri as the lingua
franca when communicating between them, they are unable to write that language — a
disadvantage in public sector employments, because its script originates from Brahmi as
opposed to the Kuki language, which lacked a script, only later adopting the Roman alphabets
following christening. The condition worsened when Manipuri was declared a compulsory
subject in school education, which only after tremendous protests was made an optional
subject.

Adding to this, is the ethnic divide. While the Meitei people trace their origins as the
indigenous inhabitants of the valley; contrarily, the first mention of the Kukis came in the
1777 writings of Warren Hastings. The British while documenting the demographic structure
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of the region divided them as old and new Kukis, the former referring to original tribes of the
Manipur hills, and the latter naming nomadic immigrants from across the Arakan mountains,
fleeing the Anglo-Burmese wars. Post-independence, the Meiteis were not included in the 1°
Official Scheduled Tribe list, in consideration for their numeric majority and Hindu religion.
Failing two prior petitions in the past four decades, once in 1982 and again in 2001, the
Meiteis did not fulfil the conditions for being recognized as a tribe, as set by the Lokur
Committee in 1965. Overturning this status quo flared into weeks-long protests, and then
rolled into months-long violence. The government response too has been less than desirable,
furthering the divides. While relief camps and steadfast action by the Assam Rifles in
restoring some semblance of order, the militarist response to the political crisis is a lacklustre
effort to quell, without actually solving the real root of the problem. Although militarization
of the state may have initially reduced instances of violence, the strict segregation of the state
into Kuki hills and Meitei valley enforces the dichotomy that has built up to this unacceptable
and undeniable state of violence. Geographic retrenchment also ensues a physical division,
with complete exodus of each camp from intermingling, leaving homes, jobs and property in
the opposite territory, thereby reducing economic and social relations that otherwise entangle
communities, creating apprehension against inter-group conflict.

The actual concern over Meiteis gaining the right to purchase lands in tribal hills and forests,
especially in the sardar hills have discouraged the Kukis economically. Apprehensions
surrounding concerns of ‘roti, kapraaurmakaan’, has heightened group solidarity vis-a-vis
the exclusion and animosity toward the Meiteis, the group most at gain from upsetting the
established order. The state government’s deportation of the illegal migrants from Myanmar,
who entered the state after the junta takeover, has also picked on the extended kinship ties,
tribes of the Arakan mountains share across borders — that are rather recent post-colonial
constructs. The ethno-nationalist project of community leaders has led to frightful wariness
between the communities, that segregation has reinforced. While not so much a divide on
religious grounds, there is a scaringly divisive attempt at evoking the religious differences
between the Meiteis as (largely) Hindu and Kukis as (largely) Christian ethnicities,
threatening a pan-India flare for flavour.

THE PEACE

The Manipur mayhem is a culmination of unaddressed colonial legacies imposed, decades of
maladministration, ethno-religious fault lines neglected and centre-state dynamics at play.
Untreated wounds have festered an infection that now is no longer easily treatable, nor has a
singular diagnosis.

However, the crisis is far more a political to-and-fro, of institutional failure and structural
failings than a fault of social setting - an ugly truth of the politicisation of identities. As the
irreproachable divide (ethnicity, religion and topology) now segregate the two communities,
making any ‘public equilibrium® (Anyabe, 2017, pg. 11) inapt at creating enough common
ground for compromise, the resource war between the groups have now festered beyond
institutional rivalry, onto physical battles of presence, seeking to draw out conclusions
through extra-legal means. Manipur is the unique present representation of South Asian intra-
state conflict, ascribed identities that achieve politicisation: when identities in conjunction
with interes lead a “‘conspicuous’ conflict. This form of conspicuous identity forms the climax
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in communal conflicts, where initial causes of interest conflict roll into an identity war -
where hostilities are no longer between two counter-interests, but between two antithetical
identities. Here causes are forgotten and identity becomes the cause. This heightened state of
conflict is forgetful of its original divide on interest, snowballing the discourse to include
further grievances that the conflict has attributed. That is, it is no longer the rational senses of
interest that drive the Meitei-Kuki conflict, but heightened state of grievance solidarity and
retributive conduct that guides considerations of animosity. Thus, The violence is both the
cause and outcome of propounding alienation between the two communities, coming of
otherization, — blaming each other for miseries more common to both, than exclusive.

It is this dilemma that provides the current crisis a difficult divide to mend, requiring major
changes in the governance in Manipur, its model of resource redistribution and social justice
and a sustained, consistent union and state efforts in disarmament of the common civilis,
demobilisation of identity cohorts and its leadership, as well as reintegration of both the
Kukis and Meiteis into a harmonious social fabric, emphasised by economic interdependence
and political secularism (here, to mean distancing from identity).

The North-east, as India minora, is geographic perplexity attacked by a frail chicken’s neck,
lacking physical connectivity and culturally distinct from its mainland counterparts. Doubling
the detachment, is the relative neglect and investment by the Indian public and state in the
region. As such its politics is undervalued and understudied.A tree always withers from its
farthest branches. Manipur, a peripheral territory of India, is a grave concern for her citizens
and civilization, echoing consequences — undesirable, unwelcomed. Manipur lies on the
critically porous borders between India and Myanmar, being a hotbed of the illegal
transborder arms and trade; the failure of state constitutional machinery to maintain law and
order is a harrowing thought to its pan-India. The Manipur dilemma poses a substantive
challenge to the sovereignty and integrity of India, as well as an image problem in diplomacy.
Not so far removed from sub-Saharan armed conflicts, the violence is an eerie recalling back
to partition bloodshed, and a concern to be agreed now and with good will of all concerned
stakeholders. An independent judicial inquiry is necessary, in singling out the perpetrators
and instigators of the crime, and also to set facts straight. A false dichotomy — on ethnicity,
religion and topology has been created, overtime and engrained. Violence has become both
the means and the ends. However, this must not cascade into a Yugoslavian experience, but
be diagnosed quickly and with greatest certainty, by the Indian government, to reinvent an
integrated economic ecosystem. A well-connected Manipur, will disincentivize violent group
conflict, and pluralist government formation. While Manipur may not be a major electoral
issue, or a populist talking-point, it is a human issue affecting countless of those now under
siege of fear, for their neighbours ‘might be of a different tribe’. The opposition’s cry in
Parliament might not help, but neither does the lack of prime-time coverage where Manipur
is out of the public eye and out of policy place. If Indians want a “Vishwa Guru’, we must be
a house in order, and a house united; for a house divided can only limp... India@75 must run.
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ABSTRACT

The question of refugees migrating across the Indo-Pak borders has been one of eternal
significance for understanding the demography and consequently the politics of all the post-
1947 parties involved. A particular section of refugees decided to stay in public complexes
like the Sealdah Railway station. In the extant literature concerning these refugees who chose
to stay back in the station complex instead of opting for government facilities, suggests that
they utilised a unique ‘right to wait’, that signifies a certain degree of agency that they had
utilised in the process of their resettlements. In this article, it has been argued as to why one
cannot accurately claim the refugees to have been in control of their agency but rather forced
to make a decision given the situational exigencies. The article begins with an overview of the
living conditions of the refugees at Sealdah vis-a-vis their daily struggles. The second section
deals with a proposition on the ‘right to wait’, followed by a brief analysis of the structure of
the station and the social conditions in the-then Calcutta vis-a-vis popular reactions to the
refugees. In the fourth section, it goes on to highlight six arguments to suggest why refugees
cannot be claimed to have exercised their right to wait viz. the economic case; the
psychological case; the plan and reciprocity arguments by Gerver and the domination and
compounding injustice argument by Buxton. In the final section, it attempts to identify the
trends that the ‘refugees have agency’ narrative can give rise to.

Keywords: right to wait, mobility capital, reciprocity, compounding injustice, coerced choice.

THE SEALDAH STORY

Sealdah was an important terminal station for the refugees fleeing East Pakistanl given that it
was the terminal station for such passengers. In the 1950s, Sealdah housed roughly 10,000
refugees living under terrible health conditions creating concerns for the city authorities as
well as the locals who would have to commute daily (Sengupta, 2017: 4). Sealdah was a
preferred zone for such squatter colonies; a residential settlement in an urban area, inhabited
by very poor (in this case, disenfranchised) refugees with lack of access to property or land of
own and hence having to “squat” on vacant public or private land (Ibrahim & Taher, 2014:
70).

There can be broadly two sections of East Pakistan refugees that can be classified based on
their state of living post entry into West Bengal, most notably Calcutta: the earliest refugees,
given their Bhadralok background with sufficient socio-economic capital, to be economically
independent in the new city (Sengupta, 2017: 6). The other set of economically backward
refugees lacking any substantial educational background, could leave East Pakistan only
much later and even when they arrived at Sealdah, they had no relatives or intimation of their
economic future. This section lacked what Joya Chatterji labels as ‘mobility capital’
(Chatterji, 2013: 279). This set of refugees had one of two options, wait for government aid
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or look for a way of life in Calcutta (Sengupta, 2022: 43). Several of these refugees decided
to take shelter in the Sealdah Railway station in itself while looking for economic
opportunities around the city.

THE RIGHT...

Anwesha Sengupta, in her work concerning these refugees who chose to stay back in the
station complex, instead of opting for government facilities, suggests that they utilised a
unique right to wait. This she argues signifies a certain degree of agency that they had utilised
in the process of their resettlements. Sengupta makes an interesting claim vis-a-vis the
refugees nestled in the Sealdah station. She suggests that in ‘choosing’ to ‘wait’ in the station
instead of opting for government facilities, these refugees displayed a sense of agency that
they had. She centres this on the premise of Sealdah being such a busy and important railway
terminus with a central location in the city of Calcutta and widespread commercial potential.
Given this, she suggests it to be an extraordinary right to exercise, even for a disenfranchised
unit like them (Sengupta, 2022: 53).

Sengupta claims that the long wait (not permanent though) did not signify powerlessness or
hopelessness for the refugees but rather underlines the active lobbying, the refugees partook
in for quick rehabilitation and social and political network building. She suggests that by
allowing them to “wait’, the State also recognised the right of the refugees to wait; a peculiar
and exceptional right to be exercised by only a certain section at a certain point of time
(Sengupta, 2022: 53).

The agency that Sengupta refers to has probably to do with the ability to choose between two
harms (of government facilities: no job opportunities; and of the station complex: problems
were wide ranging). If not this, then Sengupta’s suggestions seem to be largely unfounded,
since the other possible comparative of cost/harms versus benefits seem far-fetched given that
benefits were extremely unlikely for these refugees.

Waiting, Sengupta opines, was not a passive, helpless state, but rather a consciously chosen
one. The following section highlights, as to why this notion of waiting as indicative of the
refugees’ agency does not seem to be accurate, based on eight factors.

THE WRONG-RIGHT

Before a critical analysis of Sengupta’s claims, an understanding of the living conditions of
the refugees settled in the station premises in Sealdah needs to be ensured.

As Sengupta highlights, the popular reaction to these refugees also needs careful scrutiny.
Certain factors are important here. First, Sealdah in the 1950s had 12 platforms, 8 for
suburban trains (between 585 and 600 feet in length; 540 feet covered) and 4 for long
distance ones (900 feet long; 540 feet covered). Given this they had to acquire a safe covered
space for settling down within the station (Sengupta, 2022: 43). Second, refugees also had the
concerns of adequate food, clean water and other basic amenities in the station premises;
several social welfare organisations were involved in this process though the refugees later
took to make-shift brick stoves outside platform premises (Sengupta, 2022: 43-44). Third,
unhygienic accommodative conditions created large scale health issues. Deaths on station
premises were common; coupled with this, the factor of increase in cholera and smallpox
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cases in Calcutta as a whole (Sengupta, 2022: 45) further added to the disgust of the city
dwellers who adopted a narrative of “Jwolekumirdanga e baagh”, i.e. the twin problem of the
tiger on land (housing problems, because of the refugees) and the crocodiles in the water
(spread of cholera). Fourth, refugee women were particularly vulnerable to risks of being
asked for sexual favours in lieu of protection from eviction, promise of food or even a job.
Finally, on a more positive note, Sealdah did provide for certain employment opportunities,
with the city elites looking upon them as a source of cheap labour (Sengupta, 2022: 46).

The last silver lining cannot be viewed in isolation, but rather as correlational with the
previous setbacks and even further back the very specific experiences of migration from East
Pakistan.

ECONOMY AND REFUGEES’ EMPLOYMENT

The idea of increased economic opportunities that the Sealdah refugees have, given the
station’s central location has a lot of problems. First, irrespective of any economic
opportunities, that the ‘conscious choice’ of staying at Sealdah might have had given to the
refugees, the fact of these refugees as people who have had to leave their land and (mostly)
agriculture-based occupations behind into an uncertain future means that any choice they are
making is fundamentally coerced by the status quo of Partition’ and the exodus in its
aftermath; a forced decision and therefore not a spontaneous one. More importantly, recent
studies have revealed the debilitating impact that long and uncertain waiting periods have on
the scope of refugees of being economically integrated (Hainmueller, Hangartner&
Lawrence, 2016: 1).

Despite the fact that the citations provided have spatial references to the refugee crisis that
has developed in Europe in modern times, it is prudent to clarify something here. Given very
little institutional changes in terms of India still not being a signatory to the UN Refugee
Convention (UNHCR) and the capacity of the then newly independent Indian state also being
comparatively much lesser than today’s Europe, it is safe to suggest that the plight of the
refugees vis-a-vis the wait they had to undergo was clearly a substantial limiting factor for
their economic engagements in Calcutta® particularly in Sealdah. These economic limitations
from waiting, typically arise from two factors; first, psychological stress hampering working
abilities of the refugees (addressed subsequently) and second, the problem of skill atrophy i.e.
wearing away of skill because of the time spent out of the labour market (Hainmueller,
Hangartner& Lawrence, 2016: 1-2).

Therefore, despite the short-term opportunities that they have had (if any) like that of roles of
domestic help and cooks of the city elites, the prospect of long-term economic engagements
seems to have taken a strong hit in the very ‘waiting’ process. It can be argued that
jeopardising long term economic prospects cannot really be labelled as a choice taken with
agency and the idea of control that the refugees, as Sengupta claims, have had on their life
based on the decision to stay at Sealdah.
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF ‘WAITING’

Besides these, there are a few arguments Mollie Gerver and Rebecca Buxton have put
forward which are applicable to the case of the Sealdah refugees, to depict why the right to
wait as Sengupta suggests, is not a right exercised with agency by the refugees in limbo.

Dr. Kate Sweeny suggests in her interview with Mills, *.... waiting combines two challenging
states of mind: Not knowing what’s coming, uncertainty, and not being able to do much or
anything about it. So, a lack of control.” (Sweeny, 2021).

In the case of the Sealdah refugees, the fact of them having to wait, that too with uncertainty,
resulted in long waiting periods as well. The idea of ‘lack of control’ that Dr. Sweeny asserts
finds similarities with Sengupta’s identification of life at Sealdah for the refugees as well,
‘Very few refugees, however, had control over the duration of their platform residence.’
(Sengupta, 2022: 44). The uncertainty coupled with a lack of control over what was to
happen, can ideally not be claimed to ensure even the minutest degree of agency to the
refugees. Interestingly, the initial uncertainty of the exodus, as to the lack of control over
what was in store for these refugees, was a probable cause for them to decide to stay in
Sealdah, for the myriad of opportunities it had to offer. However, it led to a second set of
uncertainties and lack of control over outcomes that faced the refugees, now.

THE ‘PLANNING PROBLEM’

Gerver’s idea, as highlighted by Buxton, regarding the problem with refugees in limbo has to
do with the problem of stifling the opportunity of making plans for the future. The cascading
effect of the temporary uncertainty of shelter goes on to social lives, wherein refugees are
unsure and therefore have to put off marriages, conception, or any meaningful, valuable
experiences per se (Buxton, 2023: 57-58). Going by Gerver’s arguments, refugees can, on a
temporary basis, enter into meaningful relationships, but the problem of long-term
meaningful interactions existing is highly questionable and therefore on that front the
problems for unsettled refugees still remain.

In the case of the Sealdah refugees, the fact that they were in a state of waiting with
uncertainties, made quality life a far-fetched dream for them. Given that, Sengupta’s claim of
refugees willingly choosing to wait, seems unrealistic for consciously, no human individual
would prefer an uncertain, unplanned long-term future. As demonstrated by
Prenda&Lachman, ‘Those who were more future oriented (have) had greater life
satisfaction....” (Lachman&Prenda, 2001: 212). Even though there are certain variables of
age, gender, education attached to this outcome, this still remained overarchingly true.
Therefore, the idea that the refugees exercised their agency to choose a long-term unsure
future is a fairly unsafe conclusion. However, what can be somewhat concluded from
Sengupta’s work, is the comparatively lesser harm that she projects, the refugees have
chosen, by opting out of the governmental facilities, which in turn would also require
additional analysis as to why waiting in the station complex was better for these refugees than
the government facilities.
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GERVER’S RECIPROCITY ARGUMENT

Buxton further refers to Gerver’s reciprocity argument, as a reason for the problems suffered
by the refugees in limbo. Herein she refers to the lesser likelihood of citizens (natives of the
host nations) to enter into reciprocal relationships with temporary refugees, of whose duration
in the place they are unsure about (Buxton, 2023: 59). Notably, she makes a reference to a
training contract wherein, a prospective employee is trained either with a stipend or free of
cost, with the anticipation that the person will take employment there, and reciprocate the
training provided with economic activities beneficial for the employer.

Further, an important problem is that of acquiring loans for the refugees who might want
capital to set up a venture to enable economic integration, in absence of which, dependence
leading to vulnerability becomes a serious issue, as already highlighted by Sengupta. It is
rather obvious therefore, for the Sealdah refugees to have been a victim to this lack of or at
the receiving end of limited reciprocity leading to dependence and problems further flowing
from that.

Before moving on to the final arguments, something important must be clarified. It might as
well be claimed that all the aforementioned problems that the Sealdah refugees would have
persisted despite them choosing to go to government facilities and squatter colonies.
However, the idea of agency in decision making cannot be rightfully claimed as Sengupta
does, given the unhygienic living conditions, lack of assurances of food, sexual exploitation
of women, etc. It is not convincing that a community of free will exercising agency and non-
coerced choice would choose to undergo such a life; even if they have done so, it can hardly
be claimed as a symbol of their agency. Again, the question of being marginally better in the
station complex rather than in the government facilities that arise here as a possible case that
Sengupta attempts to hint at, but that comparison would require further analysis.

MASTER-SLAVE DOMINATION

In her attempt to suggest why temporary refuge with uncertainty is unjust per se, Buxton
argues that such a temporary settlement perpetuates notions of domination of one over
another if one owns a certain amount of power and can use it arbitrarily. Here, the important
aspect is not whether or not the power is used, but rather if there is scope for its arbitrary use
or not (Buxton, 2023: 60). Any ‘temporary refugee’ would have the risk of being deported by
the host government.

This problem is specifically relevant to the Sealdah case, given that threats of arbitrary
decisions and/ or untoward exploitation (especially of female refugees) bore clear symbols of
power asymmetry and the master-slave domination. Buxton points out that temporary
refugees are comparatively more vulnerable to domination given the incessant threat of return
(Buxton, 2023: 61). The problem of temporariness was probably present for the refugees who
decided to stay put in government facilities as well. However, the case that has been put
forward has nothing to do with a comparative analysis between refugees who stayed in
Sealdah and the ones who chose otherwise, but rather to show why what the former did,
cannot possibly be claimed to be centred around agency.
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COMPOUNDED INJUSTICES

Buxton uses the compounding of injustices argument to suggest the add-on harms of unsure
temporary refugee protection to the already extant issue of displacement from homeland
(Buxton, 2023: 63). Here, she makes reference to Hellman’s two-fold notion of what
‘compounding’ entails: first, the actor’s interaction with injustice in some way and second,
the magnifying impact of such interaction on the harms to the individual (Hellman, 2017: 4).
The Sealdah refugees have to offer an astonishingly similar picture. With the pain of having
to leave their occupation, fields, property, back in East Pakistan, the temporary wait (however
agency-based choice that is) of the refugees is a fundamental compounding of the existent
pain of the initial loss, the Partition had caused. Buxton herein makes a principled case,
suggesting the magnification of injustices which is co-opting the idea of choice (if any) that
the refugees might have had utilised, i.e. irrespective of whether or not there is choice, there
is a harm in principle.

THE PERENNIAL WOE...

The question of refugee integration is complicated by several factors or variables. Amidst
that, the notion of rights of refugees become a unique idea to deal with. It is however
noteworthy, that there are certain kinds of narratives that could possibly be enunciated
through such conception of largely disenfranchised refugees having rights or (some) agency
to determine their future outcomes. The results could be largely negative for such refugees as
well.

First, the benchmark that gets created in the process wherein the government realises that it
has done ‘enough’, by ensuring and ‘acknowledging’ their ‘right to wait’. The question here
IS not as to whether the state does it or the proponents of the view want it to happen, but
rather how probable it is, i.e. the propensity of its occurrence. In scenarios of resource crunch
and political insecurity, coupled with security concerns emanating from riots, it seems rather
obvious that such narratives would be generated.

Second, it can also lead to additional burdens of integration on the refugees. The refugees
might feel the added pressure of being forced to undergo cultural assimilation to be more
proximate to the native communities. In the Sealdah case, this might not be glaring as a
problem, but still the factor of economic asymmetry makes it significant for them to establish
their economic standpoint. This becomes a problem specifically because they have been
claimed to have some degree of rights to determine their life outcomes. Hence, the narrative
of self-dependence finds an ideal breeding ground here.

Finally, as a logical corollary to the previous point, this can set off tendencies of reduced or
lack of accountability on the part of the government to ensure protection and security,
(physical and social) of the refugees, stationed in Sealdah, in this case. This lackadaisical
attitude is likely, given the notion of a certain right that the refugees have been claimed to
have and been able to exercise. If they can make an active decision of waiting, why not of
taking other responsibilities associated with their integration and safety? Such questions
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further add on to the sense of added harms already referred to in line with Buxton’s position
(refer to the section on Compounded Injustices).

All these questions arise because of the claims of refugees being able to exercise any right,
which seems empirically unlikely, in this case the ‘right to wait’. These problems are unique
only in light of such claims, because otherwise it would not be possible for any actor,
notably, the government (of the host nation) or the native community(s) to demand a greater
sense of responsibility from the refugees and a consequent receding ebb of accountability on
the part of the government.

ENDNOTES

1. East Pakistan and East Bangladesh to be used as transposable terms given that they
both were in official use up until 1956.

2. Partition, unless otherwise mentioned, refers to the 1947 partition of India.

3. Kolkata; it was not until 2001 that the name had been officially changed to Kolkata.
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ABSTRACT

This article provides an exploration of the feminist narratives of the global resistance against
climate change, emphasising the nuanced experiences of women who are spearheading
environmental activism all around the world. The degradation of the environment and the
phenomenon of climate change has specifically impacted the weaker and underprivileged
sections of society, being detrimental to issues of women’s health and livelihood. This unique
place of women in the global climate resistance movement requires a thorough dissection of
the intersectionality of gender, socio-economic status, and geographic location. There are
certain measures that are absolutely non-negotiable in the objective of promoting a more
inclusive understanding of climate resistance. That is, ensuring the movement concerns itself
with the sections of people environmental degradation affects the most. Upliftment of the
voices of women climate activists, especially indigenous and tribal, cannot be done away
with as they are fighting the hard fight by upholding the values of eco-feminism and
extracting policy changes out of institutions while grappling with issues such as maternal
mortality.

Keywords:  Feminist  perspective, climate resistance, environmental activism,
intersectionality, inclusivity

Climate change, like almost every other phenomenon in the contemporary patriarchal
landscape, is not a gender-neutral phenomenon in terms of consequences. When disaster
strikes, women and children are 14 times more likely to be reduced to ‘collateral damage’
than men. (Okai, 2022). A paper published by the United Nations Women Watch states that
in the effects of the climate crisis in many contexts such as human health, refugees, water
security, agriculture and food security, migration patterns — women are proved to be more
vulnerable than men as they primarily comprise the majority of the world’s underprivileged
and lower-class demographics, who are heavily dependent on natural resources for their
survival and sustenance. (Women, Gender Equality and Climate Change, 2023). The
sociopolitical barriers faced by them due to the patriarchal marginalisation further adds to the
disproportionate climate vulnerability. In most parts of the world, the role of women is still
confined to being a domestic caregiver. The providers of food and fuel tend to be the ones
suffering in cases of climate calamity such as drought, flooding or irregular rain patterns. It is
estimated by the United Nations (UN) that almost 80% of climate migrants are women. A
need for a gender sensitive response to the effects of climate change was put forward in the
aforementioned publication. (Women, Gender Equality and Climate Change, 2023).
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THE ISSUE OF MATERNAL HEALTH AND MORTALITY DURING CLIMATE
CRISIS

Socio-cultural customs and childcare obligations prohibit women in many civilizations from
migrating to other regions, finding safety elsewhere, or returning to the workforce in the
event of a crisis. (Gender Lens, Essential in Global Response to Climate-Induced Migration,
2022). Women would have to carry more of the strain in such a situation, such as making
longer trips in search of fuel wood and drinking water. Gender disparities exist in many
developing nations with regard to human rights, political as well as economic standing,
property ownership, housing conditions, violence exposure, education, and health. An
additional stressor that will exacerbate women’s vulnerability is climate change. It is well
recognised that women are more vulnerable to rape, human trafficking, sexual coercion, and
domestic abuse during times of conflict.

Approximately 536 thousand women die each year due to complications during pregnancy,
childbirth or the six weeks following the delivery of the child. (Rylander et al., 2011). Several
biological, hormonal and behavioural bodily transformations can occur during the period of
pregnancy and postpartum that make women more prone to illnesses caused by insects,
contaminated food and water—often caused by adverse climates and severely impacting the
health of the foetus and the mother. Frequent hazards brought about by the climate disparity
like extreme weather conditions, wildfire, flooding and so on are linked to health problems
such as anaemia, low birth weight, preterm birth, miscarriages or even the death of the
mother and the infant. Rural and tribal women and children often bear the harshest brunt of
this since it is harder for them to shelter themselves from nature and weather-related
disasters. Extreme heat exposures and the lack of safe drinking water can lead to dehydration,
respiratory illnesses and heat strokes which pregnant women already tend to be susceptible
to. Trauma related to forced migration or natural calamities can cause Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder leading to hypertension which tends to be one of the leading causes in rise of
maternal mortality. (Rylander et al., 2011)

INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND CLIMATE CHANGE

In the face of the human-led climate crisis, indigenous women in particular have been at the
forefront of environmental conservation and possess priceless knowledge and experience that
can contribute to climate resilience building and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
(lbrahim, 2022) Through storytelling, indigenous communities preserve ecological
knowledge. Teachings about protecting the environment and instilling a feeling of
responsibility in the generations to come are frequently found in myths, folklore, and oral
traditions. (Cajete, 2017). A lot of native communities hence often have a deep connection to
the earth and the nature around them through cultural practices, so much so that they have
continued to protect the environment alongside their family in face of persecution, actively
resisting the indiscriminate cutting down of trees, destruction of the wildlife, mining and
hunting due to disruptive commercial projects which are often sanctioned by the government.
Berta Caceres, a Lenca indigenous leader and environmental activist in Honduras, fought
against a Central American hydropower project threatening her community and was
murdered in her home shortly after—sparking outrage at an international scale. (Watts,
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2016). The activism of tribal and indigenous women towards climate goes well beyond just
resistance, they have nurtured and promoted strategies to live harmoniously alongside nature
in the way that promotes the reciprocal growth and survival of their community interlinked
with the environment.

Working on the behalf of the Mbororo in Chad, Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim is a climate
activist - who grew up being discriminated against as an indigenous woman and watched as
her community, which heavily relied on natural resources and animals for their survival, lose
grip on their livelihood when their lands and forests were threatened by climate change. She
has written on the necessity of the inclusion of the perspectives of indigenous people in
economic and environmental planning and recognising their rights when so often these
projects forcibly uproot their whole lives and render them displaced. (Ibrahim, 2022)

WOMEN SPEARHEADING THE FIGHT

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) puts forth five
reasons as to why climate action needs women—the requirement of the collaboration of
people from every demographic and all walks of life, liberation of women naturally leading
to better and more efficient climate solutions, women being the key to organising climate
resilience at a community-level, the inequity and disproportion in the way climate change
affects women and finally, the recognition of the importance of gender in climate planning.
(Five Reasons Why Climate Action Needs Women, 2022).

Given the far-reaching impact of warming temperatures on vulnerable communities, women
are frequently in the centre of community-based efforts to adapt to the environmental shifts
that are occurring. Their programmes place an emphasis on community involvement and
traditional knowledge while emphasising resilience. The pivotal role of women in
environmentally conscious and sustainable agriculture has been highlighted by Indian
environmentalist and ecofeminist Vandana Shiva. She advocates for the understanding that
equitable and sustainable development in rural communities relies on the empowerment of
women. (Specter, 2014). Women are spearheading campaigns for disaster preparedness and
climate-resilient agriculture in places like Bangladesh. According to the UN, women have
refused to assume the role of a helpless victim of climate change or even passive recipients of
aid. (Women spearhead climate change response in the South Pacific, 2022). Several corners
of the world have seen women spearhead climate adaptation strategies to provide for a
sustainable future—from resistance and protest movements to influencing and deciding on
policy at all levels. 15 year old Greta Thunberg in August 2018, by protesting outside the
Swedish Parliament, gave rise to the largest youth-led movement that demands governments
all over the world to secure them a worthy future. Young women educators serve to integrate
environmental education into curriculum and media, fostering awareness in the minds of all
age groups. (Haugseth, 2023)

The leadership of women offers a distinct viewpoint, focusing on inclusiveness,
comprehensive solutions and a close relationship between social and environmental well-
being. Women's roles must be acknowledged and amplified as the world struggles with the
necessity of taking action on climate change in order to build a resilient and sustainable
future.
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ECO-FEMINISM

The term ‘ecofeminism’ was coined by the French author and civil rights activist Frangoise
d'Eaubonne in her 1974 book ‘Le Féminismeou la Mort’ (Feminism or Death). Like the
broader social movements from which it originated, it combines academic critique alongside
political activism. (d’Eaubonne, 1947) Ecofeminism, which amalgamates feminism and
environmentalism, contends that capitalism and patriarchy are to blame for both the
deterioration of the environment and women’s subjugation. Any approach to addressing one
must consider how it affects the other, therefore implying that improving the environment
should not come at the cost of women’s equality, nor should women's equality be won at the
expense of environmental benefits. In fact, ecofeminism suggests that society and the
environment can only prosper by upending existing norms and giving collaboration and
caring a higher priority than more aggressive and domineering behaviours. (Suresh, 2021)
Concerning global environmental policies, women are worrisomely underrepresented, as they
are in many other political and decision-making domains. In the environmental industry
globally, women occupy just 12% of national cabinet positions at the helm. In addition,
women have historically been underrepresented in local community decision-making
processes, meaning that men have always had a disproportionate say in how environmental
policies are made. For instance, while Indian panchayats have set up the provision of
reservation to ensure the participation of women in politics, it has hardly been able to extract
sufficient outcomes since the patriarchal fabric of the society lives on. The issue known as
“proxy representation,” in which male family members—especially husbands or fathers—
control the decisions even though a seat is reserved for women, raises concerns. (Chaudhuri
et al., 2015). Ensuring women have access to healthcare and education should be just one
aspect of elevating and empowering them. It serves as a foundation but is not nearly
enough—women should actively participate in environmental issues and have their
perspectives heard at all levels.

POLICY RESPONSE

People are not impacted equally by climate change, and legislators must know how to take
this into consideration when crafting legislation that addresses the issue of climate change
and promotes equitable socio-economic progress.Legislators must comprehend the
connection between social concerns and environmental consequences.

The governments under UNFCCC have agreed upon the ‘Gender Action Plan’ which calls for
the involvement of women in the global climate processes in a full, equal and meaningful
capacity so they can assume a much greater role in decision-making and actions-taking. (Five
Reasons Why Climate Action Needs Women, 2022). Despite the strategies undertaken by
institutions, the most meaningful and efficient work has been done at the grassroot level with
collaboration and solidarity among different communities, tribes and ethnicities. The road for
gender-related justice in the climate movement remains very long.

Rhiana Gunn-Wright is a climate policy director authoring the Green New Deal in the United
States. She has raised the point that most measures the governments of the world are willing
to take up only serve as a temporary band-aid over what is a very difficult, deep-seated
concern. “You weren’t going to solve the problem with just solar panels,” she says. “People
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were being poisoned.” (Parker, 2022) The response to climate change requires a complete
restructuring of the economic model from one that solely exists for the production of profit to
one that upholds the value of life and the forces sustaining it.

Historical evidence suggests that no large-scale socio-political movement has been able to
bring about change without the active participation and collaboration of women. In the past,
women have been indispensable advocates for social and political change whose roles have
often been diminished and disparaged. Whether or not they are visible, women’s leadership
and contribution have been fundamental to the success of a multitude of movements. There is
simply no vision for a sustainable future without the liberation of gender groups which have
been kept marginalised for centuries. Acknowledging and dealing with these gender-specific
dimensions is essential to effectively combating climate change, thereby emphasising the
close relationship between gender inequality and environmental justice. The fight for gender
and climate justice remains invariably interlinked.
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ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to highlight the post-colonial expansion acquired by the popularly
understood Indian ‘Curry’ and intends to give an account of the economy of ‘Curry’ in
contributing to the cultural dynamics of global acceptance and contemporary
transnationality. It takes the case of England and Japan, and elaborates on how the Indian
‘curry culture’ has glided into the lifestyle and plates of London and Tokyo, inherently
carrying an Oriental perspective. While for England, the emphasis is on the influence and
adaptation of the colonial culture, an Orientalization of the Western cuisine, migration of
South Asians, and popularisation of Indian spices, Japan presents the case of ‘curry’ as an
instrument of utility in wartime economy, unintended means for cultural transmission, and a
re-orientation of the Japanese cuisine. Corroborating from the two cases, this article
introduces the idea of ‘Oriental flavourism’ in the dissemination and popularity of the
‘Curry’ in England and Japan, delves on the narrative of ‘authenticity’, its metaphoric and
realistic perspectives, and how it discerns its transnational character.

Keywords: Food Culture, ‘Curry’ Economy, Orientalism, British Colonialism, Japanese
Cuisine

THE ORIENTALIST CURRY

If food is not political, then there would be no flavours, no hunger, and no Socrates would
have died from a hemlock. Food acquires a distinct political character when it is perceived
through cultural lenses, in the sense that its cultural significance hints at reflections of power
narratives. Food culture, as a concept, roots its understanding to the sociological, historical,
political, religious, or ceremonious, environmental, and psychological understanding of a
nation and the state that governs it. Often, an idea about a nation is formed regarding their
given culture, and it is the culture of a nation that determines its characteristics, its significant
traits, and what sets it apart from other groups and identities. Culture as a way of life, a
customary belief followed in the societal, political, and even psychological actions and
choices, encompasses the behaviour, symbols, and traits of a social group or the community
that forms the ‘nation’ ranging from their clothes, religion and practices, music, language,
food, and marriage, among other things. It is this context that is significant in understanding
the growth of food culture, i.e., how it becomes a ‘culture’ in the first place, and how this
‘culture’ leads the state authorities to diffuse this through performative actions and cognitive
construction.

While India does not bear any distinct dish called ‘Curry’, the Western representation of the
‘Indian Curry’ is an all-encompassing one, without an appropriate discernment of the varied
spices, cooking style or ingredients used. The ‘Curry’ is an image of a typical red-and-orange
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sauce or gravy, assuming the geographic character of South Asia, specific to a typical
Orientalist construction, packaged in an inept idea of cultural representation. This knowledge
construction, and also the methodology used in the construction, provides an avenue to propel
an understanding of ‘Western Fetishism’ in an allusion to Saidian advancement of the
concept. The Orientalist narrative on the food culture of South Asia has been productive — in-
spite of global material, modern standardisation and capital distinction between the East and
the West, in whose attempt the Western historiography has converted the East’s history into a
“waiting-room” version as elaborated by Dipesh Chakrabarty in ‘Provincializing Europe —
Post Colonial Thought and Historical Difference’ (2000), the acceptance of indigenous
preparation of ‘exotic’ food, and its subsequent ‘anglicised imitation’ has been frequent,
uncompromising, and a serious business strategy (Anand, 2023). Though the *Curry’ is
labelled intrinsic to Indian food culture, this paper does not intend to limit or claim any
nationality of ‘Curry’. The usage of the adjective of ‘Indian’ in the description of ‘Curry’ is
only a modest attempt of explicating and not characterising.

ROMANTICISING THE TASTE OF COLONY - THE BRITISH’S PROCLIVITY TO
SPICE AND CURRY’S POSTCOLONIALITY

The word “Curry” is “fabricated’ — constructed with the logic of colonial commerce and
categorising dishes into particular mixtures of spices and ingredients, thus, creating an
objective procedure of culinary art than subjective explorations and combinations (Narayan,
2010). The civilising mission of British rule not only exoticized the snakes, elephants,
turbans, and jewelleries, but also the Mughal ‘masala’ and the royalty of ‘paans’.

Orientalism was not just about power and control, though undeniably the Foucauldian
narratives have underlined the project of colonialism, but it was also a genuine desire to know
India. In the process of studying ‘objects of knowledge’ that lead to ‘systems of knowledge’,
as Bernard Cohn argues in ‘Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge — The British in India’
(1996), the Orient’s pre-existing culture solely did not limit to mere fascination, but certain
lifestyle adaptation. In the interest of Indian dishes, or perhaps in unpredicted employment of
native cooks in colonial households, a preference for diet was adapted. The East India
Company employees, after they returned to England, sought to ‘recreate’ a segment of their
lifestyle and diet, and those who could not hire Indian cooks got their appetite satisfied at
‘coffee houses’ serving rice and curry, which became ‘specialities’ in popular restaurants
around London’s Piccadilly by 1784 (Mukherjee, 2017). The first ‘Curry House’ opened in
1810 was ‘Hindoostane Coffee House’ by Sake Dean Mahomed, after which the ‘curry
houses’ fuelled the market as a business prospect for the ‘Indian experiences.” By the 19"
century, turmeric, cloves, cinnamon, cumin, fenugreek, pepper, among other spices became
valuable commodities of export. This was parallel to the development and linking of sea
routes, maritime technologies, and cultural diffusion. Following the Second World War, with
the demand for cheap labour, the South Asians migrating to Britain led to the proliferation of
‘Indian restaurants’ in the Northern English industrial towns serving the South Asian factory
workers instead of high-ranking colonial officials. By the 1970s, the decline of British
industry, shifted the manufacturing workers to restaurant businesses, where the Indian
restaurants were a “cheap alternative” to British dishes, and the business was primarily taken
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over by the working-class Bangladeshi immigrants as the culinary preparation and taste of
‘Curry’ is not India-specific but sparks a South Asian flavour and character (Anand, 2023).
Moreover, in the absence of strict competition of ‘Curry’ in the 1970s, it became an
enterprising venture for spacing experience appropriation of the ‘other’ in a former
colonizer’s land — a form of resistance and irony.

The restaurants have continued to evolve, and from around 300 identified ‘Curry houses’ in
the United Kingdom in the 1960s, by 2011, there were as many as 12,000 restaurants as per
The Guardian (Curry Culture, 2020). Though there has been no meter to record the number of
these ‘Curry houses’, and different surveys have given varied results, its popularity reflects
that the “‘Curry’ market is thriving and growing. While the “‘Curry’ enfolds racist nausea for
the West, the appeal of its sensational, colourful presentation and flavourful taste is a
romantic adventure to exploit. The Indian restaurants too often fall into the criticisms of
‘inauthenticity’, due to which they have to reaffirm the imageries of the Oriental versions of
the “‘Curry’. These “performances of authenticity” is a form of ‘self-Orientalism’ in which the
‘other’ in an Orientalist construction internalizes the Orientalist images created by the
colonial hegemony of the West, and further imitates, adopts, and reaffirms those images.
Therefore, Anand (2023) elaborates that in an attempt to appear ‘tasteful” in the eyes and
preference of the *white palette’, Indian restaurants have sought strategies to ‘exaggerate their
otherness’ by ornamenting their spaces with typical ‘exotic’ imageries in order to appear
‘authentic’ and culturally validated.

Hence, ‘Curry’s’ postcoloniality is manoeuvred into two forms — a) in its cultural diffusion as
a fascinating art of ‘flavourism’, and b) the diaspora reach that has discerned the nature of
Curry outside the figurative of social divisions ascribed in South Asian norms (mainly, caste).

THE ‘KAREE’ MARRIAGE - JAPANESE REINVENTION OF THE ‘CURRY’ AND
UTILITY

The Japanese ‘Karee’ (the Japanese intonation of ‘Curry’), finds its historical progress
around the Meiji era and maturation during the World Wars, when the Indian subcontinent
was still under British rule. The Britishers themselves had adopted the ‘Curry’ as a hearty
meal during their long voyages across the seas, and as myths have it, the British soldiers
when rescued from a shipwreck in the Japanese shores, ‘came ashore with their rations,
including “Curry’ powder’ (Krick, 2021). The adaptation of ‘Curry’ in Japanese cuisine came
due to two primary logic — one, was to find a cheap meal, but also filling and nutritious
enough, for feeding the Japanese soldiers in a historical context of war that led to to rice
shortages and; and two, progressing the ‘Yoshoku® culture and introducing fluidity in
traditional Japanese cuisine culture.

Yoshoku (£ £) is characteristically a type of Japan’s cuisine that adopts Western cuisine and
ingredients, applying foreign (generally West-influenced) methods and style of cooking,
thereby, promoting a slightly different diet than the traditional-Japanese cuisine, or Washoku.
Some even describe Yoshoku as a Western food ‘reinvented’ in the Japanese way (Japan-
Travel). Some popular Yoshoku dishes include ‘omurice’, ‘croquette’, ‘hamburger’, ‘steak’,
‘curry rice’, among others.
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Though it underpins an Oriental dish, the ‘Curry’ is classified as Yoshoku or a Western-
influenced dish in Japanese cuisine because of two subtleties — a) it was introduced by the
Britishers or migrants from South Asia, that was still under the colonial administration; and
b) geographically, South Asia is situated at the west of Japan. Though, the geographic
description of what constitutes the ‘Orient’ is a cognitive political construction among the
Orient countries themselves, the “‘Curry’ in Japan represents a re-emphasis on the Orientalist
construction of Indian cuisine in an already assumed Orientalized culture of Japan. Here, the
‘Curry’ acquired a specific Oriental imagery — a blend of Japanese and South Asian taste,
pictured with assumed spicy red sauce with filling vegetables, rice, and topped with
‘tempura’ or fried dish. This typical imagery is a development of the Indian “thali” or meal of
rice, lentils, and fries, and also a culinary movement in Japan that adopted the “curry rice’ as
a staple given the availability, penetrability, and affordability in Axis Japan.

One significant example of nativity of *‘Curry’ introduced in Japan comes from Rash Behari
Bose’s settlement in Tokyo, where he sustained relationship with the Indians affiliated to the
anti-British outfit, the Gadar Party, and networked his acquaintances with people having pan-
Asian sentiments and who were sympathetic to the cause of Indian independence. While
taking refuge in the Soma family, who owned the bakery called ‘“Nakamuraya’, Bose married
Soma’s eldest daughter, which helped Bose to acquire Japanese citizenship and ‘move around
Tokyo without much suspicion” (Aiyar, 2021). His most significant contribution was to
introduce the ‘authentic’ Indian curry at the Nakamuraya café that started its operation in
1927. This reflects Bose’s orientation in three ways — one, his anti-colonial stance where he
negated the Japanese ‘Curry’ adapted from the British preparation, on which Aiyar (2021)
writes that it was a part of his *anti-colonial struggle, trying to win back the food culture from
British hands’; two, his longing for ‘home’ in a foreign land, thereby, introducing native
Indian dishes in Japan; and three, re-Orientalising the Indian ‘Curry’ by performing and
stressing on the “authentic’ character, which could be either a re-establishment of the Oriental
imagery of ‘Curry’ because as argued above there is no ‘Indian Curry’ by definition, or the
project of marking distinctness or reinforcing the ‘other’ from the British-Japanese nexus of
‘Curry’.

‘ORIENTAL FLAVOURISM’ - THE CURRY MIX

The advancement of the idea of ‘Oriental Flavourism’ gets rooted in the construction of
‘authenticity’ — what is appropriate in Orientalist eyes and how it is manifested. The ‘what’ is
answered by the logic of power — anything or anybody having the dominant approach to
mould the despot in a setup where there is power differentiation in terms of physical, social,
and cultural factors, can construct how the ‘Other’ can be perceived or characterized. In the
British colonialists’ eyes, the “‘Curry’ was an object of study and experimentation — not only
did they adapt to the taste of the dish, they stylized it in terms of Orientalist perceptions,
showing how ‘authentic’ the ‘Curry’ can be outside the land it claims to come from. For
Japan, the “‘Curry’ is absorbed in their indigenous diet, as a gift from the British who came to
their shores, and “‘Curry’ is replicated in the Japanese cuisine with a reorientated Orientalist
imagery, having particular characteristics and becoming a ‘distant relative’ of the
Subcontinental ‘Curry’.
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The “how’ is answered through the growth of the economy of ‘Curry’. The market economy
of “‘Curry’ gets reflected in two ventures — a) business by South Asian immigrants and
migrants; and, b) spice as a commodity of trade. The cultural value of ‘Curry’ roots itself to
the diaspora’s preferences and avid transnationality that *Curry’ has mushroomed — through
extraction, experimentation, and crafting. This transmission of food culture reflects the
dynamics of global transnationality, penetration and diffusion of culture through the
movement of people, and the absorption of culinary culture from alien lands.

A PLATE OF ‘CURRY’ SERVED FOR ALL

The exotism in flavours of the Orient’s ‘Curry’ thus rests as a case for how food culture bears
a diffusive characteristic of the natural, as well as intentional movement and transferrals. It is
satirical how the lands of “Fish and Chips’ and “Sushii’ parallelly endorse ‘Curry’ as a part of
their lifestyle and food culture. An Anglicized and Japanized version of ‘Curry’ does not
mean that ‘Curry’ has lost its conventional identity — its exotism becomes a constant reminder
of Orientalist assemblage of imageries and flavours, and evocation of its outlandish character.
The “Chicken Tikka Masala Curry’ assumed as the national dish of the United Kingdom is an
exemplary circumstance of how pervasive South Asian food culture can be, and how the
British (who in their contemporary nationality consist of both Whites and non-Whites having
same legal and citizenship status) have absorbed their past colonies’ culture. In the famous
speech by the Foreign Secretary of the Social Foundation in London, Robin Cook talks in the
same breath about ‘preservation of British identity’ and ‘Chicken Tikka Masala Curry’,
becoming a reflection of contemporary Britishness (The Guardian, 2001). Japan assuming the
‘karee’ as a national dish balances its culinary acceptance through the Yashoku culture in the
face of ‘Wahoku™ (F1£) social practice of cooking, reflecting the heterogeneity of Oriental
acceptance through remodifications.

‘Curry’ thus becomes not only a cultural phenomenon of transnationality, but also a metaphor
for social and political reality. In this regard, studying ‘food culture’ offers combinations of
theoretical and conceptual interpretations that can arrange and season the study of culture.
Those concerned with the postcolonial nature of “Curry’ can choose to advance the exegesis,
and some related topics that can be explored could be multiculturalism, reverse Orientalism,
dominance of the culture of former colonies in erstwhile imperialist states, modern
repercussions of cultural diffusion on the state, among other things. This paper is an attempt
to introduce the value of “food culture’.
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ABSTRACT

The presence of freebies in Indian politics is a contentious issue. It presents itself as a
paradoxin India’s unique social fabric. While it assures security and upliftment, it remains a
political strategy used by several political parties to gain electoral advantage and it also
holds the potential to cause paralysis of judicious thought and action of the masses. The
complexity of the freebie culture grows when it is directed towards women's welfare and
empowerment because, even though it guarantees financial inclusion of women in society, the
social and political security of women remains unaddressed. The purpose of implementation
of freebies is crucial to understand in the face of a conundrum observed when the Prime
Minister of the nation slammed the freebie culture or what he called the Revdi-culture yet
himself subscribed to it eventually. The authors have employed qualitative research for
understanding the benefits and drawbacks of financial schemes implemented in the states of
Madhya Pradesh (MukhyaMantriLadliBehna Yojana) and West Bengal (LakshmirBhandar
Scheme). This paper aims to address the welfare aspect of both the schemes and at the same
time recognize the anomaly that it presents.

Keywords: Freebies, Paradox, Women Empowerment, Corruption, LadliBehnaYojana,
LakshmirBhandar Scheme

‘Free! Free! Free!” - perhaps has become one of thebuzzwords in Indian politics since the last
few decades. It was popularised by the late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J. Jailalitha through
her policies of distributing free saris and rice, increasing her popularity as ‘Amma’
exponentially (Deshpande, 2022). The freebie culture is promoted by both the government at
the centre and the states in order to socially uplift a section of a population. It helps various
parties in power to gain popular support and secure a healthy number of seats in the next
election. Various freebie schemes such as the GruhaJyoti scheme in Karnataka have helped
parties to come to power with overwhelming majority (The India Today,2023). It was noted
by the Reserve Bank of India that the states had announced freebies worth more than Rs. 1
trillion in 2022 -2023, out of which the major chunk was held by the states of West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh (Mampatta, 2022).

Freebies are given to the people for free. However, this ‘free’ comes from the taxpayers'
money - in a nation where only a 6.3% of the population pays taxes (Bl India Bureau,2023).
In this whole scenario, the targeted group are mostly women given their comparatively lower
levels of financial independence, andaloofness from the public sphere owing to the general
conscience that it is reserved for men. Most of the freebie schemes are meant for the
‘development’ of women who are generally considered as weak and easier to mould. The
financial security schemes introduce scope of economic independence but the question of
political and social status begs for further attention. A woman can be an earning member of
the family or the sole breadwinner, she can be vocal in expressing her viewpoint and place
her demands in front of the authority but this does not make her immune to inferior social
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status. Irrespective of her financial standing in society, she continues to be a victim of
domestic violence in her household, is politically underrepresented and socially oppressed.
The Crime in India-2021 report indicates that the majority of cases registered under crimes
against women were categorised as “Cruelty by Husband or His Relatives” (31.8 per cent)
(Frontline News Desk, 2023).

While business incentives like corporate tax cuts are often seen as positive economic
measures, assistance for the poor is viewed as draining public funds (Ghosal et al., 2023). A
freebie is anything that is given for free. Although any idea of social development by the
government is termed as a policy, there is a major difference between a policy and a freebie.
A freebie does not have a definite ending point in the gazette mentioned and as a result it
invariably does not qualify as a policy per se. A policy is always supposed to have a definite
starting and an ending point which is missing in a freebie. Moreover, freebies have a specific
target group to attract which is not always the case of welfare policies. The debate between
freebies and the welfare goods is never ending and is sometimes termed as a waste of public
money (Sayeda, 2023). The freebie goods are aimed to bring economic parity among the
people but they also bring in a negative aspect of financial dependence.

Whereas on one hand the freebie policies are often accused of draining the public treasury,
they are also meant for the upliftment of the lower strata of population. Thus, it forces the
governments to enter a situation of increased fiscal deficit which often halts the development
works in the state. Siddaramariah’s order to halt development works of most departments in
his government has been seen as a way to fund his various freebie programs that was
announced in the election manifesto (Swarajya, 2023). This is seriously affecting the future
of the youth especially in the region. Most of the states have now implemented freebie
policies targeted at selective sections of the population and almost all political parties
generally devote a large chunk of their election manifesto for the same. There were promises
of free electricity upto 300 units to all households in Uttar Pradesh by the Aam Aadmi Party
to increasing the fund to Rs. 12000 under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana by the Rashtriya
Lok Dal before the Uttar Pradesh state elections, 2022 - in a state that ranks high in the
liability list of the government (National Herald, 2022).

LAKSHMIR BHANDAR SCHEME (WEST BENGAL)

Indian women, from all walks of life, usually are secondary characters when it comes to
socio-politico-economic decision making in the public and private sphere. But empowerment
of the whole society actually depends on empowerment of women (Adhikari et al., 2023).
Although it is a belief that women are the Laxmi (Goddess of Wealth) of Indian households,
ironically, she has little say when it comes to the decisions about wealth of the family. The
aim of the LakshmirBhandar Scheme is to provide basic income support to the female heads
of families, who often fail to meet their basic needs, and to make them financially
independent.This is expected to effectively contribute to their decision making power within
the household. The goal of this flagship programme is to provide financial assistance to
women of the weaker sections of the society in the age group of 25-60 years. A monthly aid
of Rs. 1000 is provided every month to women from Scheduled Caste /Scheduled Tribe
(SC/ST) households and Rs. 500 to others. This was introduced by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in February, 2021 during the Assembly election campaign (Singh,
2023). The scheme is likely to cost the government Rs.18,000 crore and it estimated that 1.6
crore beneficiaries are registered under it (Mondal, 2022). It is guided by an application
process; it requires a list of documents and women meeting the eligibility criteria can avail
the scheme.
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The allowance is helping women take steps towards financial freedom. In some cases, this
has added to their sense of self-worth and confidence. [Pratichi (India) Trust, 2023]. A 38-
year-old beneficiary of the scheme said, “I get the money through my bank every month.
Initially I used to get Rs.500 but after submitting my SC certificate, | get Rs.1000. | am the
sole earning member of my family; my husband and in-laws do not work and the family runs
on my earnings. | use this money in household expenditures and it helps me to finance my
daughter’s education. | cannot save the scheme money because it gets spent every month on
something or the other”*. The ways women use this fund is diverse but rarely is it used solely
on themselves. It is rather used for the maintenance of her family, children, and occasionally
the money is saved for later use. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader SuvenduAdhikari
questioned the efficacy of the scheme by stating, “It was not supposed to be about pocket
money, but about financial assistance. There is no financial assistance one can get with Rs
500. At least Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000 should be given” (Rajaram, 2021). The purchasing power
of the scheme money is subject to the market situation, therefore raising questions about
whether the amount can be effectively and adequately used for meeting the purpose of
improved status of women in society.

Predominantly, the fund is used in the sustenance of the household and this appears as a
reinforcement of domestic roles and responsibilities of women within her family as a
caregiver. It is considered natural and applaud worthy when the woman uses the money for
the welfare of her family, preventing her from investing it on her well-being. This is a
comparatively recent scheme, which as it continues over time, will allow a comprehensive
measurement of its efficacy.

CASE OF MADHYA PRADESH: LADLI BEHNA

“Tum jioladlibehna, badhchaloladli behna’*?

This has been one of the most popular songs during the recent Madhya Pradesh State
Legislative Assembly Elections, associated with one of the most availed schemes of the
‘Mama’ government - MukhyaMantriLadliBehna Yojana announced in January, 2023. The
scheme aims at economic self-reliance of women, their nutritional attainment and providing a
modicum of economic power to have a say in the household. This was meant for women who
belong to the socially and economically downtrodden sections of the society. With socio-
economic upliftment being the aim, the scheme promised Rs. 1250 to be given to women
every month who have a bank account linked with Aadhar card and has to be between 23-60
years of age as of the year of application (Zee Media Bureau, 2023)The scheme is funded by
a loan of Rs.4000 crore from the World Bank.

Announced at Jabalpur - the ‘Sanskardhani’ of the state, former Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan believed that the LadliBehnaYojana is ‘not just a freebie but is rather a social
revolution’ that would uplift the status of women (Times New Network, 2023). It was found
that historically women have always been the victims of injustice and violence. The sadness
that generally prevails when a girl child is born, especially in the states of the Hindi Belt,
represents what the general mentality about women is in the region. Domestic abuse and
dowry deaths are some of the social issues that can be reduced to some extent if women are
made economically independent. The scheme also aims to address the issue of lopsided sex
ratio in the state, which is another major concern for the state government. The sex ratio in
the state is 912: 1000, a dismal figure. By September 2023, i.e. within nine months of
adoption, the scheme had reached 1.32 crore women in the state. The money is believed to
have improved the status of women in the private sphere and helped women get their own
voice (Times News Network, 2023).
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OBSERVATIONS

"Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed him for a
lifetime” - this analogy by James Fergusson has been considered the most popular
development cliche around the world [Pratichi (India) Trust, 2023]. It can be suitably
connected to the discussion at hand.

A paradoxical notion of freebies is observed in this context because the fund is claiming to
uplift women but regular granting of money creates a clientele of government aids and has
the potential of creating dependence and ensuing paralysis of action. It is noteworthy that
these schemes are allowing women to meet their quotidian needs, but it would have been
fruitful if the schemes could have facilitated the beneficiary to create a regular flow of
income for themselves. This can be done by setting up small enterprises which would ensure
financial sustenance and a relation of dependence can be avoided in the long run. The ground
reality presents a grim situation as this gives rise to reliance on the government for diverse
needs and is likely to deter a woman’s will to explore her earning potential. Even though it
extends power to women officially, the exercise of power is met with challenges arising from
domestic interferences. It is observed that women who are characterised by illiteracy,
unawareness and unstable source of income are expected to meet criterions involving
furnishing certificates and having an Aadhar linked bank account. This would hinder the
implementation as a gap would occur between the scheme and the beneficiary, trying to
bridge it would be equivalent to opening a pandora’s box. On the face of it, it has undeniably
empowered women by giving her something of her own and this is a way forward.
Unfortunately, on deeper delving it is seen that the expression of power is deceptive. It will
be wise to give importance to financial independence over financial dependence.

The patriarchal nature of Indian culture generally considers women to step in as caregivers of
the family. Taking that into consideration, the money that is transferred to the bank accounts
of eligible women are often used for meeting the household needs of the families and not
spent on the personal needs of the women. “I have used the money for buying a fridge for my
family”® said Sangeeta Shinde, one of the interviewees when asked about how she uses the
LadliBehna money. Hence, the extent to which the money has facilitated the development of
women is difficult to analyse but it has surely led to the development of the household. Indian
society remains communitarian in nature and it is generally expected that a person will earn
and use that for the development of the family and not on oneself. Although the patriarchal
Indian society is based on the premise of man’s economic dominance in the private sphere, an
amount of economic contribution by the woman in the household does allow her to ensure a
better position in the household. She steps in as a role of a breadwinner also from just being a
caregiver to some extent. However, in many cases it is found that the husband takes the
woman’s allowance and uses it to satisfy his own needs and requirements. Women are still
thrashed by their husbands and are victims of domestic violence. In a nation where women
have been oppressed and marginalised for centuries, just providing a mere amount of cash
would not solve the problem of backwardness of a large section of the members of the fair
sex. Moreover other social upliftment measures such as providing education, making people
aware of the consequences of child marriage as well as making various skill enhancement
skills can help women. Economic empowerment has to be complemented by measures of
ensuring social security for an overall upliftment of women. Like each coin has two sides,
this scheme also has benefits. It has helped women have their own bank accounts. Since the
transfer is made directly to the beneficiaries’ bank accounts, the chances of corruption is
reduced.

The phenomenon of “gift - giving’ was nothing new for the public but the extravaganza that
was attached to it over the last decade caught everyone's attention. However, it is strange to
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note that while on the one hand, PM Narendra Modi is speaking against the Revdi Culture as
he claims that it is more a way to attract vote banks rather than development, a BJP ruled
state has implemented such policies at a large scale (Express News Service, 2022).

Although the allowance is assigned in the name and sake of empowerment of women, the
question about actual beneficiary remains open to debate. In the broader context, the
benefactor is also a beneficiary, because when the government is devising these schemes, the
goal is not only the improvement of social status of women but the larger goal is gaining and
maintaining political power. This is another paradox that can be observed, and has propelled
the states of West Bengal and even the ‘BIMARU’ state of Madhya Pradesh to adopt more
than a dozen freebie policies. Such policies have been a huge blow to the state treasuries.
Electoral incentives that are announced in the manifesto often turn out to be a huge blow to
the state treasury which sometimes halts significant arenas of development. The policy has
led the debt-ridden state of Madhya Pradesh to a brink of bankruptcy as the various policies
have caused a burden of crores to the exchequer (Dixit, 2023). Since the eligibility criteria of
the schemes are different, the reach of the schemes in both the states is varied even though
the targeted population is of the same gender.

ENDNOTES

1. Thanks to the respondent for her active cooperation and participation.

2. The theme song was released by the Department of Urban Development and Housing,
Government of Madhya Pradesh. Sung by ArunNinama and RatnaSingare.

3. Thanks to Mr. Shaurya Gaud for his help and cooperation during the telephonic
interview with the respondent in Madhya Pradesh.
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ABSTRACT

Sexual violence, of all kind, poses a critical human rights issue, robbing victims of agency
and autonomy, affecting the physical and psychological safety of the individual, across
genders and age groups. Rape, in particular, if pervasive during times of peace, worsens
during times of unrest. In this article, the authors delineate rape as a category differentiated
from abduction, molestation, harassment, and other forms of sexual assault; thus defining it
as conscious and forcible penile penetration into the female body, without consent, with the
intent to generate loss or fear. This paper makes a normative enquiry into why the political
nature of rape renders it as a characteristic of conflicts, and the impact it leaves while
focusing on women, as the ““invisible victims™ (covert victimization) - by employing the phase
model approach. It hypotheses rape as an act of invisible nature, especially in times of armed
conflicts, woven through the narratives of shame and stigma.

Keywords: Rape, women, armed conflicts, weaponization.

The existing literature on wartime rape has thoroughly acknowledged its political nature to
explain why it stays a relevant strategic tool in wars; mainly encouraged by Susan
Brownmiller’s pathbreaking text, ‘Against Our Will - Men, Women and Rape’, where she
writes that the discovery of man’s genitalia as a weapon to instil immediate and prolonged
fear on all women and some men, must be one of the most sinister discoveries made
(Brownmiller, 1975). This paper tries to argue that the very political character of rape, a
product of its patent weaponization especially in times of conflicts, confers on its victims the
status of invisibility, pervasive in all three stages of conflict, by building on the Phase Model
Theory, forwarded by J. Leatherman. Despite being castigated by all societies as a grave
human rights violation, the failure to contain its incidence (a result of its weaponization, as
explored by M. Turshen, L. Ocasiones) and the ignominy and exclusion perpetuated,
thereafter, have rendered women victims marginalised and reticent to report, hence invisible.

One of the dominant themes of the feminist theory is the public-private divide, wherein the
latter includes such realms as ‘the home’ and ‘the bedroom’ (Connell, 1987). A liberal
understanding of the same, implies ‘sexuality’ or ‘family’ to be private realms that must be
protected from governmental regulation, with the woman as its prime subject. Therefore,
even in seeking legal solutions to rape, a central question arises — where should the line
between ‘privacy’ and ‘the private’ be drawn? - ‘privacy’ as the protection of the personal
and ‘private’ as the extrusion of the external (in this case, the State), especially in situations
of armed conflicts that includes a rival other; with a woman victim at the loci whose
overwhelming desire becomes preservation of the public belief in her “virtues and ‘chastity’.
(Menon, 1976).
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The obscurity in the understanding of non-peace time rape is also shaped by the way history
is preserved. Rape has always been featuring at wars, accompanying wars of religion and
including knights and pilgrims (Brownmiller, 1975) — from the First Crusades till the
Partition, yet discussions on it began only after the First World War and wartime rape in
specific, much later in the 1990s Yugoslav wars and ethnic conflicts. Much about rape thus
remain a part of oral history only, creating a lacuna in an environment opening up, where the
survivors find listeners willing to listen (Butalia, 1998).

RAPE AS A PHENOMENA - THE DILEMMA

The resolution of rape is bound by the incapacity of legal provisions to translate the violent,
sexual, and subjective experience of the victim into objective solutions, both in domestic and
international scenarios, as a result the invisible victim status is reimbursed and the probability
of future victimization stays intact. Nivedita Menon refers to this as the ‘legal void.” (Menon,
2004). International law', a concept which itself may be put to contestation on a Realist
ground, identifies rape as a crime of sexual nature, against humanity. Wartime rape is a crime
of war. Law in this regard is not a genuinely transformative instrument, because the ‘legal’
cannot escape the ‘social’ and the international community lacks any common social fabric.

Additionally, the implications and range of impact of a wartime rape is different from
peacetime rapes, however the character of it stays the same. Irrespective of the geographic or
spatial locale, gender inequality, pornography, cultural spillover and social disorganization
evidently stand as its factors (Baron and Strauss, 1987), except that in the former case, there
is an added element of war humiliation, both as a tactic and a retaliation technique by
creating a wave of shared trauma and a deliberate way of prosecuting warfare; “Trauma as(is)
a national feeling”, writes Ann Cvetkovich, making clear the regard for rape as an instrument
of warfare.

Also, on the premise that violence? is an experience opposite to sexual intercourse between
consenting individuals, an irreconcilable anomaly arises in the case of a “rape”, which is a
combination of these two radically different experiences. Primary to this is the understanding
that rape is a crime of violence and not sex, it is a function of coercive power and not
pleasure. The act of rape thus becomes a direct take on the existing men: women® power
relations, a constructed irony, where men (protectors) must safeguard or exact revenge from
men (perpetrators) — reestablishing the force of patriarchy. This is not devoid of the socio-
cultural understanding of the roles of the two sexes in question but also their non-biological
peculiarities placed essentially on two ends of a spectrum: dominant or tolerant, powerful, or
vulnerable and so on, further reinforced through repetitive narratives.

A TRUSTRABLE WEAPON - IS RAPE RELEVANT?

A general perception of armed conflict presumes the presence of one or more rivals. In times
of conflicts, rape may include isolated instances of rape or mass rape, with one or many
(gang) perpetrators. A dominant instinct of man in such situations has been ‘an eye for an
eye’, a natural instinct since prehistoric times for any time of unrest. Rape is one such
phenomenon that cannot be overlaid with this ‘natural instinct” with respect to the direct
relation between the victim and perpetrator(s). A victim is not in a position to counter an
immediate attack on her perpetrator with rape as the weapon. Nonetheless interestingly, the
same theorem- a rape for a rape, becomes the ready method for settling losses between the
parties involved in the conflict; raping as an act of threat or intimidation (Brownmiller, 1975)
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that attacks the code of honour of the ‘other’ with a deep impact, primarily on the victim(s),
secondarily on all of the victim’s kind, thirdly on men who “could not protect their women’.
Thus, rape is made to persist as a common act of war, women ideally its natural and
unavoidable casualties, like civilian victims of airstrikes.

Construction of national memories during conflict (Goodman, 2002) substantiates how live
memories are created by ‘polluting’ enemy women by producing babies who serve as
constant reminders of defeat to the very state they live on to become the citizens of; breaking
the normal familial atoms of the society. On this premise, following three examples depict
the normalization of weaponizing the female body, each bearing a different interpretation of
rape.

In ancient Greece, women were socially acceptable as ‘legitimate booty’ in times of war,
useful as wives, concubines, slaves or battle camp trophies. In the modern times, a
continuance of this perception lives through such practises as ‘ritualistic rapes’ like ‘ritual
defloration’, “wife lending’ (Straus and Baron, 1987) and are rooted in binary understanding
of a woman’s wartime political representation. Margaret Higonnet writes that women are
symbolically regarded as “... the ‘bountiful fertility’ that must be saved or the booty that
constitutes the spoils of the war...” bountiful or booty depending on whose women they were
(Higonnet, 1987, p.231).

An instance in Sino-Vietnamese War, saw the plantation of dedicated rumour campaigns run
in troops, ‘PSYWARS?’, sponsored by the government - that Chinese Communist troops had
raped all women of North Vietnamese village.

During the Bangladesh Liberation War, the leader of Awami League, S. Mujibur Rahman in
a public address recognized the suffering of Bengali women at the hands of the Pakistani
Army, proclaiming all raped women as “heroines” of the war of independence.

These three cases indicate the arguments, first, that rape is an act of the conqueror on the
bodies of the enemy’s women. Secondly, it is not only a violence but a propaganda tool with
a political intent that can ward away potential attackers to their territory - a threat display
(deimatic behaviour), rooted in yet another natural instinct observed in man since prehistoric
ages.

Lastly, it fosters an idealization of wartime “victim’ representation of women; respectively,
indicating that dominant norms are reinstated through inventions in rape, and promising that
‘raping’ keeps alive the contradictory double sexual moralities* within an overall male
dominated discourse.

This re-enforces the special victim (perennially vulnerable) status of women. A direct offence
on the woman’s personal physical self-amounts to an act of collective offence on the
historical temple of traditions, values, honour of the entire male estate with ‘rape’ becoming
the political tool that silently transforms the entity associated with domesticity and ‘private
sphere’ into a ‘public’ cultural entity.

PHASE MODEL

The phase model understanding of armed conflict conceptualises a linear narrative of the
cycle of conflict, attending to the means by which violence escalates. Grave humanitarian
crises can be systematically understood using this phase model, as employed by many
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international policymakers to chalk out methodical interventionist and assistance measures
(Mazurana et al., 2005, as cited in Leatherman, 2007).

It allows an understanding of conflicts in its different phases, thereby, is essential in
understanding the impact of sexual violence on women fostered by the tripartite phases of
armed conflict (Moser and Clarke, 2001, as cited in Leatherman, 2007). A classification is
posited to gauge the multifaceted nature of the weaponization of female bodies and the
victimization, and re-victimization of women throughout the succession of armed conflict.
This typology categorises armed conflict in three phases: (i) pre-conflict (ii) conflict
escalation and (iii) post-conflict.

Pre-conflict attitudes towards women affect the treatment meted out to them when conflict
ensues and in its consequent aftermath. Dismissal of women and their productive
contributions, along with consistent emphasis on their reproductive labour can lead to the
denial of basic human rights handicapping their agency and mobility. Attitudes towards rape
in times of relative peace determine attitudes during times of conflict. All human relations are
impacted by the maltreatment of women which has the propensity to increase hostility in
society, and can reinforce the potential for violence among political groups (Hudson et al.,
2014, as cited in Atuhaire et al., 2018). Conflict worsens women’s subordination as it is
rooted in patriarchal social structures, further hampering women’s social participation and
ability to access rehabilitation. Ingrained socio-cultural norms and mores, especially about
honour and morality and how the society associates itself with them, re-emphasize women’s
pre-existing vulnerabilities in society. The rampant use of nationalist and patriarchal rhetoric
(women as ‘mothers of the nation’) is effective in mobilisation and polarisation of masses.
Profession of attacks against women of one’s community and that carried out against another,
can inflame feelings of revenge and humiliation, compounding conflict (Leatherman, 2007).
For instance, “Liberation fighters commonly held that it was only when people saw their
sisters being raped in front of them that their spirit rose to fight against the Pakistani army”
(Mookherjee, 2006 about Bangladesh Liberation War, pg.442).

Armed conflicts perpetuate heightened violence. With the felicitation of impunity during such
times, the likelihood of rape against those caught in the crossfires of armed conflict is
exacerbated. Pillage and occupation of local resources are encouraged as recompense to
marauding soldiers, consummated through strategies of inducing terror, notably rape as
reported in Darfur, Shifman, 2004). During the New People’s Army Rebellion (Cebu,
Philippines), militants threatened women with guns pointed to their abdomens, in what
“seems to be a markedly gendered form of intimidation” (Ocasiones, 2007, pg.339). During
times of conflict, female bodies become metonymic to loot acquisition.The strategic
employment of rape to seize women’s reproductive and productive values, thereby, adding to
their own, leads to practices of sexual slavery, with captured women used also as menial
workers (commodification of women), as practised by ISIS (Nicolaus and Yuce, 2017). “The
abduction of women...to serve... is perhaps the crudest form of asset transfer in civil war; in
this case, the assets are women's productive labour” (Turshen, 2000, pg.811).

To control opposing populations, women are impregnated with “enemy” children, thereby
preventing them from becoming mothers “for or within” their own (Copelon, 1995, as cited
in Turshen, 2000, pg.809). Practices such as “virgination™ render women unwanted and
abandoned by their own (Leatherman, 2007, pg.61). Sullied reputations isolate women,
removing access to resources, such as property from their male affinal or consanguineous
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kinship. “Under customary law in many societies, the inability to bear sons jeopardises a
woman's land rights. Because rape deprives women (and their kin groups) of control over
their bodies, it is by nature a property crime” (Turshen, 2000, pg.813).

Weaponization of rape to facilitate strategic ethnic cleansing and genocide has been
instrumental in the destruction of social ties and cohesion using patrilineality of societies
targeted [Rohingya and Uyghur genocides, rapes during Partition of India (Miller, 2009)].
Rape camps to impregnate captured women and build new generations that would
exterminate enemy descent [Bosnian War (de Brouwer, 2005) and Bangladesh Liberation
War (Mookherjee, 2006)].

Women’s bodies become personifications of the community, thereby, bearers of the brunt of
retaliation and vengeance. “The instrumental use of sexual violence is driven by ‘runaway
norms’® that legitimize rape. Negative attitudes such as stereotyping, dehumanisation, and
zero-sum thinking - the psychological dynamics of conflict escalation, can become the
subject of norms.” (Rubin, Pruitt, and Kim, 1994 as cited in Leatherman, 2007, pg. 59).
Forced incest [Nanking massacre (Beatty, 1998)], sodomy [by US soldiers in Abu Ghraib
during 2003-11 Irag War (Bond, 2013)], forced nudity [Women paraded naked due to ethnic
conflict in Manipur,

2023 (Ellis-Peterson, 2023)] and mutilation prevail as runaway norms.

A woman’s victimisation, however, need not cease with the cessation of hostilities. They
carry life-long burdens of trauma, worsened by stigmatisation. Pre-conflict ideals,
exacerbated by its escalation, continue to prevail in its aftermath. For example, conservative
Muslims’ belief of slavery as a ‘Provident’ right, used by ISIS or in the Sierra Leone Civil
War to justify sexual slavery and trafficking during and after conflict (Nicolaus and Yuce,
2017; Leatherman, 2007).

Women often show intent of turning to increased political participation after conflict, as they
mobilise in efforts of reconstruction and establishment of civil society. “In the Asia-Pacific
region, the rate of women's formal participation in political institutions is surprisingly high in
post-conflict states such as Afghanistan, Nepal and Timor-Leste: as at 2012” (Grenfell,
2016,pg.223). However, men pursuing reinstatement of power may employ sexual violence
to bludgeon women out of politics, civil society and into submission. “For example, 70
percent of women participating in Nepal's first Constituent Assembly (2008-12), established
to draft Nepal's Constitution, reported facing violence as a result of their participation in
politics” (Grenfell, 2016,pg.221).

The need to assert male superiority, especially at the advent of defeat, leads to revictimization
of women at home, as well. “... example from a Congolese man in a refugee settlement...
illustrates how men use marital rape to reestablish power within their families ... Similarly,
refugee women along the Thai-Myanmar border who experienced... victimization during the
conflict in Myanmar were almost six times more likely to experience domestic violence”
(Atubhaire et al., 2018, pp. 4-6); a result of prolonged exposure to violence and heightened
negative ideals of masculinity and patriarchal structures — a result of runaway norms.

“Competition for scarce jobs in the formal marketplace drove women out, and DDR’ and
humanitarian aid programs overlooked the training of women for reintegration” (Mazurana
and Carlson, 2004 as cited in Leatherman, 2007). Therefore, many culturally and
economically ousted women in the transitional phase of reconstruction resort to survival sex,
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trafficking, and prostitution (Tambiah, 2004 on Sri Lanka). “Women and girls are particularly
vulnerable to SEA® by peacekeepers, humanitarian aid workers, and civilian personnel.A
2012 survey found that 44 percent of female respondents in Monrovia, Liberia, engaged in
transactional sex with UN peacekeepers. In 2015, UN peacekeepers in ...Congo were
accused...” (Atuhaire et al., 2018, pg.6).

Revictimization extends due to the collapse of adequate healthcare and structural support for
rape victims, seen in the repudiation of carriers of sexually transmitted diseases. “In Rwanda,
... 67% of the rape survivors were HIV/AIDS positive... sexual exploitation ‘has always
been rampant’ in Sierra Leone, condoned because of limited economic opportunities”
(Leatherman, 2007, pg.66). “Power imbalances and harmful gender norms are recognized as
factors creating disproportionate risk, for instance of HIV infection” (Charlesworth and
Chinkin, 2016, pg.187-188).

Women's victimisation in armed conflict assumes, therefore, three dimensions: victimisation
owing to sex; victimisation of class and victimisation of conflict-ridden community. The
process of revictimization follows the same pattern.

CONCLUSION

Rape, in times of conflict, is today widely reported and acknowledged in academia and by the
international law. Despite its cognizance, the acknowledgement of rape within communities
involved in conflict remains ‘virtually invisible’. Stigma, trauma, shame experienced by the
victims (whether imposed from within or without), fear of scorn, ostracism and reprisal — all
point to why women might recourse to denial rather than getting their voices heard. Taboo
regarding voicing one’s state of victimization contravenes societal expectations of silent
victimhood, creating ‘invisible victims’. The lack of prospects that emerge out of the
acknowledgement of one’s victimhood, whether economically, socially or politically (cycle
of victimization and revictimization) reveal the precarious relationship between public
memory of rape during times of conflict and the inconvenience of its remembrance, after,
lending to its state of ‘enforced’ invisibility, by the victim herself and those around. The
imagination of a woman victim in times of conflict added to the ease of weaponizing the
body of the biologically weaker sex, are rooted in patriarchal rationalities accumulated and
institutionalised across ages, making rape a preferred strategic tool of warfare. Ethics or
simply, the judgement of moral right or wrong is not extraneous to considerations of conflict,
because ideally, even warfare has its set of principles of conduct based on military ethics
(Just War theory) which is why, on the very grounds of rationality, the use of rape as a
strategic tool is irrational to the extent that it is opposed to the greater common reason of
human existence. These can be reverted by building constructive awareness, education and
replacing male-biased homegrown cultural norms with egalitarian values(beyond formal
equality). It is necessary, therefore, to bring a revision in the role of women in and after
conflict, firstly, not as passive victims of conflict but active actors in conflict prevention and
mitigation, and also as equal participants in peace building and decision making.
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END NOTES

1.Fourth Geneva Convention,1949 (Article 27), UN Resolutions 1820 and 1888, ICTY
Statute(Article 2)

2.violence meaning brutality. Not sexual violence.
3.“” meaning women to men ratio.
4.depending upon women of which front are being raped

5. Process where women are raped to rob them off their “virginity’, thereby rendering them
ineligible for marriage.

6. Runaway norms directly cause the escalation of war, as opposed to pre-existing norms that
prevent intensification. These norms emerge as punitive to the out group on whom these are
enforced.

7. Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration

8. Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
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ABSTRACT

Max Weber’s interpretive sociology focuses on meaningful actions which gives clarity on the
understanding of language as the modem through which meanings get manifested. The
essence of language transcends the realm of personal to characterize the political thereby
bearing consequence on the public domain. To understand the relevance of language in the
public sphere, we shall look at the socio-linguistic aspect of political statements. The paper
cites remarks with the intent of character defamation towards women, consisting of
newspaper articles and blogs. This further highlights the lucid stigmatization of women in
Indian politics. The precarious nature of such political stands to raise questions about the
stereotypical representation of women’s position in Indian politics, that still dwells in the
shadow of prejudices based on appearances and domestication which often gets concealed in
their pseudo-representation. The paper presents itself as a testimonial to the mal-
representation of women in politics, by questioning the use of language in the realm of
politics.

Keywords:Women in Politics, Socio-linguistic, Political Persona, Character defamation,
Pseudo-representation

In contemporary times, an independent woman after conquering the professional world is still
expected to serve that cup of tea. Her quotidian life responsibilities differ significantly from
her male counterparts. The image and reputation of female politicians is targeted by political
rivals with the aim of character defamation through deployment of stereotypical cues
(Rusidze, 2019). Society regularly engages in portraying the sketch of an ideal woman, which
finds expression through strokes of deeply ingrained misogyny and tones of bias and
trivialization, thereby generating a frame which is trapped in the prison of internalized gender
stereotypes.

It must be called into question as to why there is a double standard observed during political
attacks through stereotype activation against women; why men get away with passing
derogatory remarks and why it is always the political image of women which is at stake. As a
country, we are heading towards development. We are witnessing a gradual upgradation of
women’s status in Indian society through implementation of diverse measures and voluntary
surrendering of orthodox-misogynist mindset, but the embedded patriarchy in Indian society
is far from defeated. This situation becomes an unpleasant sight when the *Muckety Mucks’
of Indian Politics engage themselves in disgraceful linguistics directed towards women, their
bodies, their personal lives and their choices. Exhibition of deep orthodox conduct by power
holders of Indian democracy devalues the efforts of women and makes the political space
cramped for women in politics and society.
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INFAMOUS INCIDENTS OF DEFAMATION OF WOMEN IN INDIAN POLITICAL
PARLANCE

Language has been the weapon of political communication. Political language has been
guarded by societal conditioning and manifested through norms that it imposes.
Deconstructing the political language used in the statements made reveal the underlined
sexism that looms over Indian society. The crude language mixed with profanities reserved
for female politicians reflects the deep rot in societal mindset who are not comfortable to see
women fighting and holding onto power (Fathima, 2019). Political mudslinging is rarely
political but mostly personal when it comes to women politicians. Unable to grasp the purport
of the statement “the personal is political” (Hanisch,1970), our politicians have dragged the
personal to places wherein important issues were overlooked and turned the personal into
picturesque tragic humor. It has vividly been a source to attack the feminine power holders to
not reach the top of the hierarchy by suppressing them through some lucid moral boundaries
and by attacking them with false ideological stigmas rather than focusing on the real ideology
politics. The Indian Political field has witnessed moments of scapegoating women through
war of words which have demeaned women’s position and made us question the power
holders’ intrinsic motive behind use of language.

While tracing instances wherein politicians have made derogatory comments on women in
contemporary Indian politics, the remark made by former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister LT.
Mulayam Singh Yadav cannot be ignored. His comment on a rape case, while addressing a
rally in Moradabad in April 2014, opposing capital punishment saying “...ladke, ladkeHain.
Galati hoJatiHain...” (Boys will be boys. They commit mistakes), causing large-scale
outrage (Mallick, 2022).

In the year 2014, the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) leader and Maharashtra Women’s
Commission member, Asha Mirje, triggered controversy through her statement by pointing
out that women’s behaviour and clothing are the reasons for rape. Speaking at a gathering of
NCP women’s wing in Nagpur, she said, “why did Shakti mill rape victim go to an isolated
spot at 6pm?”, “Did Nirbhaya really have to go to watch a movie at 11 in the night with her
friend?” (Kumar,2014).

Recently, the Uttar Pradesh Congress leader, Ajay Rai, took a jibe at Smriti Irani which has
now snowballed into a controversy. While talking to the media in UP’s Sonbhadra, Rai said
that the Gandhi family carried out all the development work in Amethi. Whereas Irani visits
Amethi and returns after giving “latke-jhatke”, he said making a pejorative reference to dance
moves. Even after facing backlash, Rai remained unapologetic as he mentioned that it is a
common ““bol-chaalkibhasha” (way of speaking) in Amethi (Sanyal, 2022).

In 2019, Congress MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury called President DroupadiMurmu
‘Rashtrapatni” for which he later apologized, calling it a slip of tongue. (Ghosh, 2022). The
remark triggered women politicians in the parliament and slammed the Congress for
demeaning the women and tribals of India through such misogynistic remarks.

The 17 seconds clip that went around wherein PM Narendra Modi hisses and jeers “Didi, O
Didi" in an innocent yet underlined lecherous tone, highlights how blatant sexist remarks
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have been a part of election campaigns. The woman he taunts is the Chief Minister of West
Bengal, Mamata Banerjee. The crude sexist remarks are intentionally made to lure the
audience who would lap up the remarks. (Koppikar, 2021)

In 2016, the then Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) Uttar Pradesh Vice-President, Dayashankar
Singh, compared the Bahujan Samaj Party Chief and Former Chief Minister, Mayawati, to a
prostitute. “Even a prostitute fulfills her commitment to a man after she is paid. But
Mayawati, such a big leader in UP, sells party tickets to anyone who pays her the highest
amount.” (Saxena, 2016). Not just men but her women political counterparts attacked her as
well, BJP MLA Sadhna Singh in 2019, commented on Mayawati’s character “Jis din
mahilaka blouse, petticoat, saariphatjaaye, womahilanasattakeliyeaageaatihai. Usko pure
deshkimahilakalankitmaantihai. Wo to kinnar se bhijyadabadtarhai, kyunkiwo to nanarhai,
namahilahai” [The day a woman’s blouse is torn, petticoat is torn, sari is torn, that woman
must not come forward to achieve powers because she becomes tainted. The whole country
deems her tainted. She is worse than a kinnar (transgender) because she is neither a man nor a
woman], (Katheria, 2020). Although she expressed regret over her statements, it reflects a
malicious conduct of a woman, against another. Former Actress and Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, Jayalalitha, was also easy prey for misogynistic comments where in her initial days
she was called a ‘temptress’ by the people who were jealous of her association with
MaruthurGopalanRamachandra ( Rinzu, 2017).

The political language used is the testimony to the intrinsic social paradox that lies in Indian
society. Chastity and character become easy tools used to delegitimize the woman leader. It
vitiates her personality by making her perform an ideal notion of gender and strips her of
gender sovereignty. Thus, Indian politics underlines the woman leader’s body and behavior to
strangle woman empowerment at its very doorsteps (Katheria, 2020).

Analyzing the socio-linguistic dynamics unfurls how political language has been a gendered
preserve as a toolbox that has led to the pervasive stronghold of the patriarchal superstructure
which seems difficult to dismantle. The dilemma lies in whether political discourses and
language should be sanitized completely of sexist remarks, or whether leaders should toughen
up and be immune to the prevailing sexism. (Dhoop and Dhoop, 2021).

The debate continues around whether politics must be completely eroded by misogynistic
statements or the women politicians must adhere to the set norms of the society that act as
their shield against potential sexist remarks. Adhering to norms does not let women
politicians off guard their whims and traps them into the vicious cycle of societal expectation
around how women must speak, behave and appear. The dilemma exemplifies when women
in politics question their own potential and credibility on the basis of the comments made by
their fellow colleagues.

CONCLUSION

This vilification of women by distinguished politicians is not a case unique to India. In
reviewing Kamala D. Harris’s performance, Donald Trump derogatorily commented on
Kamala Harris as being “totally unlikable,” during an interview on Fox Business. He also
called her “a monster” twice (Rosenwald, 2020). This should not be treated as a comfortable
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position to belong to just because leaders of developed nations also have similar examples of
demonstrating impudent language in addressing women in the political and public sphere.
While, it is important to acknowledge that the recently passed Women’s Reservation Act,
2023, and similar measures are playing an important role in bringing out the required change,
on the flip side; it cannot be overlooked that even women participate in pushing patriarchal
values in all occupations.

While looking at the vitality of the remarks made by politicians at several instances, we
unfurl the intrinsic sexism that looms over the Indian political domain and obscures the
positive rise of women in politics. The positive measures taken by the government to increase
women’s participation by institutional reforms such as the 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments passed in the year 1992 which provided for the reservation of at least 30
percent of seats for women in newly-curated rural and urban local bodies which enable the
participation of women in the local governance by increasing women’s representation and
ensuring a greater voice in legislative decision making. However, it is found that sexism
prevails despite the implication of such holistic laws, wherein women are bound to keep
themselves restricted to certain gender norms. To avoid potential sexist remarks, we have
seen women politicians conforming to certain gender markers, a certain kind of appearance
and identity names such as ‘Amma’, ‘Didi’, etc. These identities may not be taken
consciously, but in a concealed manner and thus, qualify the intrinsic sexism in the form of
benevolent sexism. Prominent women politicians actively adopt titles equivalent to familial
relations, Mamta Banerjee became 'Didi’, Jayalalitha came to be known as‘Amma’ and
Mayawati, got recognised as ‘Behenji’. This is carried out to desexualize their images, gain
political legitimacy and garner respect (Rinzu, 2017).

In the name of politics, the use of such distasteful socio-linguistics towards women has
become a general phenomenon and is rarely or subtly protested. Women in politics confront
situations where their aspirations for political power are compared to unaccounted hunger for
power and they are labeled as ‘solipsistic’ wherein the women politicians are questioned for
their choices which do not align with the prescribed norms of giving familial ties, marriage
the pivotal importance over their political career. While the popular opinion is to believe in
deeds, not words, but in this context it appears misplaced because it will be neglectful to
underestimate the power of linguistics and the meaning that it carries in Indian Politics. India,
in particular, has successfully evinced a contradiction to this statement through the execution
of words which are as powerful, if not more, than deeds. Women in politics are not solely
denigrated by entry barriers and glass ceilings, unwelcome intrusions and to constant shallow
attitudes, but they are smoothly defamed through political speeches, remarks, riposte and
responses, which are all nothing but words capable of slandering the woman who is trying to
make her actions speak louder every moment!
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ABSTRACT

While rising temperatures and extreme weather events dominate headlines, the invisible toll
of climate change on our collective psyche remains largely unaddressed. Anchored in diverse
literature, the paper reveals the nuanced mental health outcomes of rising global
temperatures. It explores the multifaceted impacts of climate change on mental well-being,
introducing terms like eco-anxiety and solastalgia. Focusing on vulnerable groups, from
Inuit communities to displaced pastoralists and farmers grappling with climate-induced
adversities, facing an increased risk of suicide, it underscores the urgency of inclusive
governance and cross-sectoral collaborations. Urging policy responses, it advocates for
political commitment to mental health considerations in climate change frameworks.
Proposing an international network of stakeholders and policy integration, the paper seeks to
bridge the existing gap in literature between climate awareness and actionable solutions,
prioritizing mental health resilience in a dynamic, changing world. The paper is divided into
three sections. The first section deals with how the effects of climate change on mental health
remain obscure despite empirical evidence of harm caused by the former to the latter. The
second section shows how certain communities face a heavier burden than others, while the
concluding section offers recommendations of policies to counter this challenge.

Keywords:climate change, psychological trauma, mental health, eco-anxiety, inclusive
governance.

As the global community grapples with the consequences of climate change, the impact of
the same on mental health has emerged as a critical dimension, drawing attention not only
from the scientific and medical communitiesbut also from a politicalperspective. The intricate
relationship between climate change and mental health has political implications
encompassing governance structures, policy responses, and societal resilience (Jennings et.
al., 2021).

THE INVISIBLE TOLL OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON MENTAL HEALTH

The 2023 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) stated that there is very high
confidence that rising global temperatures will lead to an increase in mental health hazards
(Massazza, 2023). The growing impact of climate change on mental health and well-being
remains an overlooked aspect of the climate crisis (Nagabhatla and Okamoto, 2022), despite
over a decade of warnings from psychologists and healthcare professionals that climate
change will have a deep psychological impact on populations (Clayton and Doherty, 2011)
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As climate change-induced risks and events have been in news headlines almost daily, people
learn about governments’ inertia on global climate action.Compared to the physical impacts
of climate change, like natural disasters and rising sea levels, the mental health consequences
are often less visible and harder to quantify; repercussions on mental health have been
dubbed an “invisible injustice” (The Lancet, 2020). Immediate and tangible issues, like
economic stability, healthcare, and national security, tend to take precedence in policy
discussions. The link between climate change and mental health is complex; it's not always a
direct cause-and-effect relationship, and individual experiences can vary greatly. While
research on the mental health impacts of climate change is growing, there's still a significant
gap in resources and evidence-based interventions. This makes it difficult to effectively
address the issue and raise awareness. Mental health has not been discussed in official events
at the UNFCCC or Conference of Parties, a concerning issue given that psychological
traumas from disasters outnumber physical injuries by 40-1 (Jennings et al., 2021). Climate
change and mental health fall under different sectors, and government departments may
operate in silos. The lack of collaboration across departments can result in a fragmented
approach to addressing the broader impacts of climate change, including mental health.
Nearly one billion people suffer from mental illness, but three out of four do not have access
to needed services in low- and middle-income countries (WHO, 2022).

Evidence suggests that climate change has a multi-faceted impact on mental health and
emotional wellbeing. Data shows a clear relationship between experiencing the effects of
climate change, like rising temperatures or more frequent and severe extreme weather events,
and worsening mental health, even resulting in more suicides (Jennings et al., 2021).

Population growth, huge industrial activities, and contemporary global anthropogenic
greenhouse gas emissions are the highest in history, making them the primary cause of
climate change and global warming (IPCC, 2014). Studies have shown that there are direct
anthropogenic ties between climate change and the frequency and intensity of extreme
weather and climate events (hereafter EWES); indicators imply that human-mediated global
warming has likely increased compound EWEs since the 1950s (International Journal of
Hygiene and Environmental Health, 2021). EWESs are strongly associated with mental illness
(Berry et al., 2018). These effects could range from major to minor. The short-term effects on
mental health occur during or shortly after an EWE and are likely to fade with time. Research
suggests that heatwaves and floods negatively impact mental health and quality of life, with
psychological distress potentially lasting long after the event (Berry et al., 2018). For
example, in the community hit by the floods in Lewes, Southern England, in 2000, the levels
of psychological anguish had doubled, and those psychological difficulties were still
discernible four years later (PubMed, 2004).

Further across 95 countries only a mere nine nations have thus far incorporated mental health
and psycho social support into the national health and climate change plans. (WHO, 2022)

Accordingly, new terms have emerged to describe mental health outcomes. Climate change
anxiety (Clayton &Karazsia, 2020) is associated with the symptoms of generalised anxiety
disorder (Schwartz et al., 2022) and is experienced by people, often young, overwhelmed
with anxiety and the feeling that they have no control over the planet’s future. Eco-grief
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(Cunsolo & Ellis, 2018) is triggered by witnessing environmental degradation, viewing media
depictions, or indirectly experiencing the climate crisis. Solastalgia (Albrecht et al., 2007) is
used to describe the feelings of people whose native lands or familiar environments are
changing fast and who have experienced a loss of sense of place (Oakes, 2019).

DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACTS ON SPECIFIC GROUPS

Certain individuals and communities are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change. These populations are often disproportionately affected and less resilient to the
health impacts of extreme weather and climate-related disasters. It is necessary to
underscore the importance of partnerships between government agencies, environmental
justice organizations, and local communities to ensure effective preparedness and response
(SAMHSA, 2023). In Canada’s circumpolar north, a team of researchers conducted a multi-
year study on the climate change-related mental health implications for Inuit people. They
found that warming temperatures and melting sea ice affect the food security, culture, travel,
and autonomy of the Inuit people. They face existential distress as they witness the ice, a big
part of their identity, vanishing before their eyes (Hayes & Poland, 2018).

As a result of changing climate patterns, pastoralists in Kenya, Somalia, and Tanzania have
been forced to leave their land and livelihoods and to move from rural to urban areas, or end
up as internally displaced persons or immigrants. In the process, they often lose their flock,
their property, and their community. This evokes feelings of hopelessness, helplessness, and
homesickness, often correlated with mental illness. Many of those affected turn to the
consumption of alcohol or other substances as a coping mechanism to deal with the stressors.
Higher rates of substance misuse have been reported among people displaced and exposed to
extreme climate stressors in South Africa. In addition, the stigma of substance use and mental
illness often hinders populations affected by climate change from accessing mental health
services (Atwoli, 2022).

The Joshimath incident in India, resulting in people losing their homes, being displaced, and
living as migrants, correlates with mental health issues. Additionally, calamities like these
result in the deepening of already existing health, economic, and social inequalities. This
leads to them ending up with eco-anxiety. Eco-anxiety and long-term climate change impacts
result in chronic or severe stress and can even increase the risk of heart disease, high blood
pressure, and depression (Daao, 2023).

Climate change significantly impacts agriculture-dependent societies, like in India, leading to
land encroachment, worker fatigue, and reduced production in support industries. This can
result in economic hardship and increased mental health issues. (Talukder et al., 2021).
Global climate change is expected to worsen droughts in the coming years, with precipitation
patterns potentially leading to increased floods in some areas and prolonged droughts in
others. A relationship has been found between the occurrence of drought and farmer suicides
(Padhy et al., 2015). Unexpected droughts can lead to crop failures, economic hardships, and
increased food expenses, potentially causing malnutrition and infections. Droughts are often
associated with prolonged exposure to heat, which can increase suicide attempts.Climate-
induced migration and displacement, driven by events like sea-level rise or extreme weather
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events, have significant mental health implications(Padhy et al., 2015).Political decisions
related to migration policies, resettlement, and international cooperation influence the
psychological well-being of those uprooted by climate-related factors.

Other populations disproportionately at risk of mental health fallouts of climate change
include children, senior citizens and resource-based workers (including farmers and fishers),
people with low socio-economic capital, women, particularly pregnant women, who are
concerned as to whether or not to have a child in the age of climate change (Weise, 2019).
Mental health is intricately linked to the challenges posed by climate change, such as
resource scarcity and socio-political instability (AMSA, 2020)

POLICY RESPONSE AND ADAPTATION

Climate change can also act as a threat amplifier by magnifying pre-existing economic, racial
or ethnic, and health disparities by disproportionately affecting vulnerable and marginalised
populations who are already at risk for psychiatric disorders (Clayton et. al., 2017). The
WHO considers climate change a social determinant of mental health, which reflects the view
that risk factors for developing mental health disorders are strongly associated with social
inequities.Vulnerable and marginalised populations, including people with pre-existing
mental illnesses and those experiencing homelessness, are expected to be at higher risk of
climate change-associated mental health problems than the general population. Therefore,
investigating health-care disparities, structural inequalities, and the effects of public policy is
important for research on the effect of climate change on mental health (The Lancet, 2020).

There is a need for policy response and adaptation by political institutions and governance
structures since adequate policy responses can provide resources for mental health support,
community engagement, and psycho-social interventions in the aftermath of climate-related
events. Such actions could include improving air quality, providing equitable access to
nature, and improving the energy efficiency of housing. Political advocacy for climate justice
can address the root causes of climate change and its disproportionate impacts. By
emphasizing equitable policy frameworks, political leaders can contribute to both
environmental sustainability and mental health resilience. Through integrated policy
approaches, policymakers can foster mental health resilience by integrating mental health
considerations into broader climate change policies. This involves recognizing the
psychological impacts of climate change and incorporating mental health components into
adaptation and mitigation strategies. Political leaders can leverage international
collaboration to address the mental health impacts of climate change on a global scale. There
is a need to build upon global commitments, including the Sustainable Development Goals,
the Paris Agreement, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Furthermore,
multisectoral and community-based approaches must be implemented to reduce
vulnerabilities. By fostering cooperation in research, resource sharing, and capacity-building,
nations can collectively enhance mental health resilience in the face of environmental
challenges.
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There is an urgent need for amendments and investments in climate policies across
continents. Also, establishing an international network including key stakeholders (e.g.,
government, healthcare systems, community groups, academics, and emergency responders)
to catalyse knowledge sharing, target research efficiently, and identify and scale up
successful interventions should be prioritized. We need to make climate change an
institutional priority by incorporating it into national and regional adaptation and mitigation
plans and creating centres dedicated to climate change.

Health research and action researchers note that individual efforts alone, while important, are
insufficient. Individuals’ capacities to mitigate disaster risk are shaped by policies and
decisions made by those in power at the community, state, and federal levels. Visible
leadership, education, awareness, communication, and involvement are key components in
motivating engagement and action on climate solutions.

Inclusive governance for addressing the impact of climate change on mental health involves
engaging a wide range of stakeholders, like mental health professionals, environmental
organizations, climate scientists, and community leaders, not to overlook the vulnerable and
marginalized communities, who often bear the brunt of climate change and mental health
challenges. It should ensure policy integration to factor in mental health considerations into
climate and environmental policies and disaster management plans. Governance should also
emphasize data collection, cultural sensitivity, youth engagement, and interdisciplinary
collaboration. Further targeted research is needed to understand the interrelationships
between climate change and mental health, but action must start now with cross-sectoral
collaborations to support individual and community resilience, proactively mitigate against
and support negative mental health impacts, and provide opportunities to process
psychological responses to our changing world in moving societies from climate awareness to
climate action (Jennings, et al., 2021).

This paper illuminates the overlooked nexus between climate change and mental health,
emphasizing the urgent need for inclusive governance, policy integration, and international
collaboration. Advocating for a paradigm shift, the paper calls for political commitment,
interdisciplinary collaboration, climate justice, education, and public-private partnerships.
Apart from conventional solutions like disaster preparedness and response training or
climate-informed mental health research, psychologically, solutions like ecotherapy programs
that encourage nature-based therapy to help individuals connect with the environment by
fostering mental well-being can be introduced. Infrastructure wise, initiatives through
investment in urban planning that integrate nature into cityscapes creating resilient and
aesthetically pleasing environments, therefore creating green spaces must be emphasized.
Educationally, initiating research funding through the allocation of resources for research and
educational curriculum integration by including climate change and mental health education
in school curriculum to raise awareness, reduce stigma, and equip future generations with
coping strategies might also helpmitigate the challenges.
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Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram - An Abiding Feature of Indian Politics

Priyanshu Kumar Bhardwaj
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The Bharatiya Janata Party has managed to sabotage governments in Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra in the last five years. In the first two states, the quisling legislator
resigned to contest BJP’s symbol and thereby succeeded in evading the Anti-defection Law,
2003. Maharashtrian subterfuge, conversely, is a blatant case of violation of the law. In both,
the Shiv Sena and National Congress Party, the legislators have not defected, but have
fractured the party, creating a situation where rival factions in both parties are claiming the
stewardship. In such cases, the role of the Speaker becomes paramount.

The principles of natural justice, inter alia, posit that nobody shall be a judge in his cause or
ina cause which he is interested in. A cursory perusal of the 10th Schedule of the Constitution
containing the Anti-defection law brings out its inherent flaw. The law vests adjudicatory
powers on the Speaker in defection cases. The authority was vested presuming the Speaker to
be a bipartisan authority in the house (Sahu, 2023). Though in many matured democracies
like Britain, where the Speaker often abjures their party membership on assumption of the
office, Speakers in India de facto serve the treasury. The accusations against the Speaker,
irrespective of who controls the treasury, extend from biases in their adjudicatory role to their
certification of money bills (Mohan, 2023). Such allegations of biases undercut the
assumption of bipartisanship. Whereupon, we reached a situation where the Speaker of the
Maharashtra assembly did not start hearings until a faction approached the Supreme Court
(hereafter, SC). After frequent disapprobation and in response to the Speaker’s obduracy
(probably, contempt), the SC took it upon itself and set the timeline for the dissolution of the
cases (Rajagopal, 2023). However, this solved the case but not the problem.

A solution has to start with the assumption of the partisan character of the Speaker. In the
K.Meghachandra v. The Hon’ble Speaker of Manipur (2020), the SC acknowledged this
when former Justice Rohinton F. Nariman recommended the Parliament to set up “external
means to deal with defection cases” (Fariman, 2020). It could be a permanent tribunal headed
by a retired SC judge or a retired Chief Justice of a High Court. To sum it up, there should be
an independent mechanism. Curiously, in the same judgment, the SC ruled that barring
extraordinary circumstances, the Speaker must arbitrate within three months from the date of
filing a disqualification petition. However, the SC did not invoke this ruling in the latest
issue. The SC, hence, has been chary of delving deep into the larger concerns, implicitly,
leaving it to the wisdom of the house.

The vested interest of the treasury, regardless of regnant, renders the situation bleak if not
hopeless. Being bipartisan, the SC must invoke its extraordinary powers under Article 142 to
preserve the sanctity of the House and the dignity of the mandate. A direction either towards
the appropriation of the Speaker’s adjudicatory powers or bestowing on an independent
tribunal for the purpose thereof would serve as both, prophylactic and remedial.
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Citizenship or ‘Civilship’

DronacharyaSaha
First Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0178

Notions on the ‘CHANGING NATURE OF CITIZENSHIP’ have gained traction and depth
in an increasingly interconnected world - globalized and multipolar, whereby the dynamics of
citizenship and that of the diaspora experience have evolved significantly, reshaping our
understanding of identity, belonging, and global interaction. Herein, | attempt a brief
evaluation of this reshaping in light of Samuel Huntington’s ‘The Clash of Civilizations’
(2002). It is human tendency to build our individual identity upon ideologies; or at least, we
did so before 1991. But what happened that year that shattered the ideological backbone of
identity? It was the fall of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the triumph of
capitalism. When the idea of communism lay helpless and defeated in front of the West in the
1990s, half of the world on the other side of the “Iron Curtain’ found themselves void of
identity overnight. The Eastern Bloc had nothing to fall back on, other than their indigenous
civilizational identity, which had been subdued under the umbrella of the USSR.

As Huntington points out, in the post-Cold War era, the greatest threat to the West is the
growing multi-civilizational identity of the East. While traditionally, the term citizenship has
been tied to one’s place of birth or native origins, today the concept of citizenship has grown
much larger than its erstwhile traditional scope from being mere ‘consumers’, to citizens of
civilization. For example, the Muslim population in Europe often finds itself in a position of
being treated like second-class citizens even if they are legal citizens of the country
concerned; a prime crisis in France. Two things are to be noticed here about the matter
mentioned above: first, the host country is trying to protect its culture, ethnicity, Christianity,
and civilizational identity from ‘outsiders.” Secondly, Muslims are not given the chance to
assimilate into that culture. Thus, they fall back on their religion and civilization for support,
and primary affiliation. This can either lead to the creation of a hyphenated identity within the
host land or they start identifying themselves with the Arab world. The latter is more
dangerous as it creates a “fault line’ within that country. Even though both are polarizing, the
latter, according to Huntington, is the root cause for the clash of civilizations as it is
influenced by many aspects, primarily religion. Even though Francis Fukuyama’s ‘The End
of History and the Last Man’ argues on the lines of how humans have reached a stage where
there will be no more progress in all ideological stages, this study was refuted by many critics
as only applicable to the Western society. Later, Fukuyama himself doubted the conclusions
of his work.There is also a particularly good example of this case from the Indian diaspora.
Rashmi Samant, the first Indian woman to be elected as the President of the University of
Oxford, was forced to step down because her parents identified with Indian culture, which is
one of the many reasons alleged against her (Oplndia.2021). The Indian Parliament,
supporting her, was in uproar over this incident. The Government tried to portray
civilizational citizenship (it is a broader concept encompassing historical identity) through
protest, and the Indian diaspora was willing to accept it. This case is particularly unique
because, even though in the past many Indians abroad have faced injustice based on their
legal identity, they were rarely backed by the government. Still, the apparent trend is to grant
heavier significance to identity over one’s citizenship. Similar is the case with the new
growing hatred towards the Chinese diaspora post-pandemic, which might prompt them to
identify more with the Chinese civilization. More than ever before people in the East now
identify themselves as a part of a civilization indigenous to their own ancestry and history as
opposed to the common Western identity which was imposed on them earlier. This growing
idea of citizenship based on civilization is so pervasive beyond ideologies that it is best
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expressed by what | like to call- “civilship.” This word is an amalgamation of civilization
and citizenship (as | believe the conventional definition of legal citizenship has been blurred
in recent decades).

So, what is the solution to this clash of civilizations and the changing nature of citizenship?
There could be two: one pointed out by Huntington himself and another by Tony Blair,
former Prime Minister of the UK. Huntington writes that only if the West comes together as a
united cultural force, then can they stop the civilizational rise of the East, which according to
him and the West will be good for the world. The second solution, proposed by Blair, is that
the West must learn to “share the power” with the East (CNN-News18, 2023). But, the real
question might be: Is the growing multi-civilizational East willing to share power with the
West? As today the major countries in the eastern half of the world are seeing a booming
economy and leaving their mark in world politics (G20 hosted by Indonesia and India),
slowly decentralizing Western power, with examples such as the African Union being made a
member of the G20, BRICS adding new members which now control 26 percent of the global
GDP and so on. Therefore, today the Eastern Bloc finds themselves much more confident
than ever before.
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India@75: The Other Side to The World's Largest Democracy

RamadityaGanguly
First Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0155

Ever since gaining freedom from the shackles of British imperialism, India embarked on a
supposedly liberal-democratic course of nation-building. Boasting the world’s largest
population, diverse in culture, religion and ethnicity, it is regarded as the world’s largest
democracy. However, a simple analytical scrutiny of the Indian state and its functioning over
the years would in fact reveal that the system is riddled with several severe challenges which
tarnishes the reputation of the Indian democratic experiment.

To begin with, every state and system is based on underlying values that lie in their
respective constitutions. The constitutional provisions spell out the key nature of the state and
guiding values. The cruel reality with regards to the Indian state is that the guiding values are
trampled upon and disregarded by the Indian polity, as essentially, they have been relegated
to mere labels and slogans. The many slips between the cup and the lips. It is thus a matter of
great shame that even today India has the largest population of people residing below the
poverty line(Nitnaware, 2022). On top of that, we find that across the length and breadth of
the country- sectarian, ethnic and communal strife. The state has, despite its self-proclaimed
secular and federalist commitments, failed to stop such harmful forces and have more often
than not been a passive onlooker at best and a silent collaborator at worst; as recent perilous
turn of events such as the ethnic violence in Manipur (Smite, 2023) and the sectarian violence
in Nuh, Haryana (Mateen Z and Pasha D, 2023) have demonstrated, with India having a long
tryst with such incidents. The failure of the democratic republic however lies in preventing
such incidents from occurring and failing to propagate fraternalism adequately while
simultaneously being unable to combat divisive entities.

The entire state apparatus, particularly the bureaucracy, is riddled with corruption while the
polity is crippled with nepotism, cult of personality and incompetence which thrive upon
inherent societal problems with both the aberrations in both spheres being closely interrelated
and often complementary. Even elections, instead of being centered on issues pertaining to
the people, are dominated by a toxic brand of politics marked by chauvinism and political
myopia. With a compromised media, clampdowns on dissent and rampant identity politics,
little can be done as far as meaningful and qualitative changes are concerned.

Grave, is the setting in which such an ineffective system is placed, for we must bear in mind
the fact that India like any third-world postcolonial country is riddled with inherent problems
like illiteracy, poverty and inequality which directly spills over to the political sphere.
Naturally the existence of illiterate political demagogues, swaths of the illiterate electorate
with an underdeveloped understanding of the essence of democracy being easily swayed into
supporting policies that are contrary to their interests by means of ultranationalism and entire
political parties being totally dependent on business conglomerates for donations and
expenses are therefore not an eccentricity but an obvious byproduct of the uniquely grave
circumstances that India finds itself entangled in.
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In such a flawed, inefficient and oppressive system, democracy is essentially a mere label,
brandishing which unscrupulous political entities have chained the Indian masses. While it is
difficult to pinpoint the exact moment when the decay started, today our system stands
compromised to the point that this entire system is sleepwalking towards a full blown
“kakistocracy”. It could even be argued that the reason we reached such an abyss is the
failure to construct ‘democracy’ and failed its central principle of allowing its subjects to
make informed and meaningful choices that directly impact their lives as opposed to mere
voting.

There can be no doubt regarding the fact that independent India has made great strides in
establishing a democracy, the entire progress that this young nation has made could be
undermined by the aforementioned challenges. Yet there is always room for course
correction. The Indian people united as one had previously kicked out the colonizers and laid
the foundations of a free and democratic India. Perhaps now is the time when the people of
India unite once more and purge the system of all those unscrupulous elements and entities
that seek to rob India and her people of the democratic experiment which was established by
the sweat, blood and toil of the Indian freedom fighters!
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Finding Balance Amidst Biases: The Israel- HAMAS War

Megha Das Gupta
First year (PLSA), Roll No. 0103

De-escalating a crisis, after all, is never possible through a straitjacket formula but by
recognizing the immediate matters of concern. What is being carried out on a global scale is a
continuous accentuation of the obvious facts. It is finally time to take an all-encompassing
view of the problem, transcending individual parameters of religious embroilment, ethnic
clash, and debatable historical explanations.

Media coverage on this issue is riddled with contradictions —sometimes portraying HAMAS,
the Palestinian militant-party behind the attacks on Israel, as the singular offender and
sometimes calling Israel the actual aggressor. Indeed, the operations of HAMAS and their
violence towards Israeli civilians in the name of Palestinian liberation are unjustifiable.
Terrorism, be it in any form, cannot be the ultimate mode of resistance. This stance is upheld
by Indian diplomacy. While India supports a two-state solution, it has also condemned the
activities of HAMAS. There has been a parallel information war on all global platforms
attempting to compare the degree of damage inflicted by one party on the other. Western
media has echoed Israel’s ‘right to defend itself” from HAMAS’ aggression, but at the same
time been accused, by several Arabic news networks like Al Jazeera, of adopting Israeli
‘propaganda’. Some independent channels and journals such as The Wire and The Citizen,
however, have become a tool for Palestinian sympathizers to show their side of the story.
Whether the demand for Gaza’s independence and the agenda of HAMAS are separate issues
or not, whether HAMAS represents the entire Palestine’s voice or not, are still contentious
areas not depicted very clearly through media content or presentation. Indian media very
predictably fell victim to sensationalism instead of being a refined medium of
communication—juggling between pro-Israel, pro-Palestine, and anti-HAMAS stances. As the
world stands divided on the issue, it becomes difficult to comprehend the endless loop of
torture, toleration, rebellion, and violence.

One might ask — if it is possible to totally eliminate media bias and yet remain informed
about a conflict of such scale. The question is not only on the reliability of the source but also
how they project the issue. While it is evident that political dynamics among nations are
reflected in the domestic coverage of an international conflict, as an audience it is important
not to consume news blindly from the media but rigorously filter and revert human
considerations over politics when holding informed opinions. At the end of the day, forming
judgment after a thorough evaluation of what is heard or seen is what essentially means to be
‘politically aware’.

The bloodshed in the Gaza Strip between HAMAS militants and the Israeli government
currently rests at a point where shifting narratives and asymmetrical reporting of events by
media houses have greatly influenced the volatility of the crisis. Public opinion remains
restricted to the projections of various information channels.

The series of events that unfolded in Israel and Gaza since the seventh of October, 2023, has
not only led to shock and anger all across the globe but also caused almost instant
polarisation among people and nations alike about which ‘side’ is correct. Whether this
conflict should be handled strictly as a political one, or as a humanitarian crisis requiring
serious intervention has been the talking point in the diplomatic circle.

The vicious cycle of attacks and counter-attacks, ultimately increasing casualties on both
sides, leaves no room for a solution. Narratives of Jewish hatred for Arabs and Arabs having
a grudge against Israeli Jews are major reasons behind the aggravation of the crisis. Reasons
include conceptions regarding the idea of ‘homeland’ and how Jews have been deprived of it
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for centuries, or evidence of how Arabs have been subjected to coercion in their ancestral
land. It is discernible that a political development of this kind can never be black and white in
terms of who is right. Judging what led to such a kind of development, the overlooked
aspects, and the less heard opinions sensitively is the real conundrum,
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It is Right to Rebel.
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7" of October, 2023, the world bore witness to an unannounced ‘war’ between Israel and
Gaza; after the Gazan resistance, called *‘Hamas’ - launched ‘Operation Al-Agsa Flood” on
Israel, open-firing on the attendees at the Nova music festival, in Kibbutz, Israel. As a result,
Israel declared that Israel was henceforth at war, and shall ensure that their enemy pays the
price, and ordered a complete siege on Gaza, depriving innocent civilians of food, fuel,
electricity, with death tolls rising every hour. (Nashrulla, 2023). However, what has been
ignored is that Palestinian civilians have been paying the price for the indecisiveness of the
international community and the apprehensive support of major powers for over seventy-five
years now. The dialogue over Palestine must never be restricted to Hamas alone (the militant
Palestinian nationalist and Islamist movement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, a separate
undemocratic body from the larger civilian population), as it goes beyond that and must be
placed in the historical context of Israel’s colonial project, evident by the eradication of a
large number of natives from their land for the creation of a Greater Israel (Ayyash, 2020).
The foundations of Israel in itself is rooted in colonialism backed by the West, which has led
to mass suffering of Palestinians for ages. The Israel-Palestine conflict dates to 1917 when
the ‘Balfour Declaration’ was initiated by the British colonialists supporting the
establishment of a ‘national home’ in Palestine for the Jews, completely ignoring the
indigenous Palestinians who were born in this land. In 1948, the world witnessed the *Nakba’
(the “catastrophe”) referring to the ethnic cleansing of Palestine, and this is how the state of
Israel came into being. The Palestinian diaspora was never given the right to return, and in
the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel absorbed whatever was left of Palestine— including Gaza and
West Bank. It was only in 2005 that Israel withdrew settlers and military forces from Gaza.
Thereafter, Israel enforced a blockade in the Gaza Strip with 2.3 million people living in an
‘open-air prison’, devoid of clean water, food, and peace, not knowing which day is their last.
(Gaza: Israel’s Open Air Prison at 15, 2022). In the besieged Gaza Strip, every aspect of life,
starting from entry and exit to material needs, is controlled and dictated by the Israeli
government, thereby imposing a state of ‘slow death.” (Skinner, et al., 2023).

In the face of an occupation so cruel and pervasive, Palestinians have an unquestionable right
to defend themselves from the imperial-backed settler colony. How is it humane to expect
Palestinians to be the perfect victims, and have a ‘moral high ground” when they have been
brutalized and incarcerated for years? Palestinians have a legal right to resist occupation
which is guaranteed by international law. In labeling their resistance as ‘terrorism’, the West
conveniently ignores the state-sanctioned terrorism that is being carried out by Israel and
takes the narrative further away from addressing the root cause of the Israel-Palestine
conflict. A simple study of decolonization movements across the world shows that armed
struggle is an inherent part of decolonization. If we look at India itself, the First War of
Independence in 1857 witnessed a series of rebellions in the Northern part of India.
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Ironically, this first attempt of Indians to decolonize themselves was labeled as ‘terrorism’ by
colonial authorities. . Surely then, one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter.
Today we find unprecedented bombardment in Gaza with entire families wiped out from the
civil registry. International laws and regulations as dictated by the Geneva Conventions have
been broken by Israel, starting from the Siege of Gaza in 2007 to bombing of hospitals.
Israel’s outright disregard for international laws and selective compliance with legal
frameworks not only raises questions about the efficacy of institutions like the UN, but also
brings to the forefront the hypocrisy of global powers whose unwavering support allows
Israel to maintain its apartheid regime in the West Bank and blockade of Gaza. While
Palestinians continue to search for their family members under rubbles of destroyed
buildings, we see major powers sit and debate whether a ceasefire must be called for or not.
Gaza, which is now under complete darkness, aloof from the world, with no knowledge of
what awaits next, no internet, no food, no fuel, has found support from people all over the
world, with Jewish protestors themselves condemning Israel's war on Gaza. It must be
clarified here that Jewish solidarity with Palestine is not a recent phenomenon and has existed
historically. Israeli citizens have often ‘snubbed’ Israel's compulsory military service laws as
an act of protest against the inhumane treatment of Palestinians (Soussi, 2023). It becomes
imperative at this juncture for the world to stand in solidarity with Palestine and call for an
end to the indiscriminate Killing of innocent civilians so that one day Palestine is finally free.
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“Modern problems require modern solutions”- But, At What
Cost?

Rajaishwarya Biswas
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Transformation is inevitable, even within legal systems. However, a crucial question remains:
is this change truly serving the people? Our Constitution, the backbone of Indian democracy,
was crafted by those who bore the scars of colonial oppression, dreaming of a better future
for generations to come. With time, nonetheless, what felt revolutionary now carries a
lingering colonial aftertaste. To address this, the current government has embarked on a
journey to refresh our legal framework, with new laws meant to replace the old laws, which
carried with themselves the legacy of the Imperial rule. To do away with colonial history and
to adhere to the agenda of apparent good governance and welfare, the BJP-led government
promised the citizens that such changes were necessary for building a stronger, modern
BHARAT which would be nothing like our cruel past, nothing like ‘British India’.

Such ambitious proposals include the BharatiyaNagarikSurakshaSamhita, 2023,
theBharatiyaSakshya, 2023, theBharatiyaNyayaSambhita, 2023 - poised to replace the aging
Code of Criminal Procedure(CrPC) of 1973, the Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1860 and the
Indian Evidence (IEA) Act of 1872. While motivated by noble intentions of revitalizing the
stagnant criminal justice system and tackling modern threats, concerns have risen that these
laws might instead chip away at civil liberties and pave the way for a ‘police state’. Born out
of necessity amidst the quelling imperial rule, our criminal laws, despite revisions, haven't
shed their oppressive skin. Like a bludgeon in the hands of power, they've long been used to
crush dissent and maintain unjust systems (for example: Sedition Act 1870). The urgent need
for reforms to safeguard civil liberties and constitutional rights, like curbing pre-trial
incarceration and upholding the right to bail, cannot be ignored. Despite the need of the hour,
the changes seem more in names than in essence. Clinging to the decaying corpse of the old
laws, while proposing changes gnawing further at our constitutional safeguards and setting
the stage for suffocating the democratic polity. Usage of different nomenclature while still
adhering to regressive laws like those of ‘arrest on suspicion’ does more harm than
contributing to good governance.

A primary example of how the new laws still carry on to exploit and could result in a police
state is how many new crimes have been included under pre-existing broad categories
without defining their specific scope or even allowing much debate regarding such inclusion.
Like how the acts introduce new offenses like ‘organized crime’ and ‘terrorist acts’, their
definitions raise the alarm. Section 109 defines "organized crime™ broadly — encompassing
coordinated illegal activities for financial gain, and even preparatory acts — making it
susceptible to abuse. Criminalizing mere membership in a ‘crime syndicate’ — without
defining the offense, clearly — adds further fuel to these fears. Similarly, ‘petty organized
crime’, aimed at addressing public insecurity, suffers from vague terminology, risking the net
and ensnaring innocent individuals. The ‘terrorist act’ definition expands beyond existing
laws, including acts that damage infrastructure, disrupt vital systems, or intimidate
authorities. While tackling serious threats is crucial, such broad language could readily be
exploited to target dissent or curtail legitimate activities. On the matter of sexual violence, the
women’s movement has desperately fought to abolish the exception for marital rape
(Exception 2 to Section 375 of IPC states: “Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with
his own wife, the wife not being under 15 years of age, is not rape”.) and establish rape as an
offense even within the confines of marriage. Yet such alteration has not been enacted. The
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movement also raises criticisms against the laws for introducing capital punishment for gang
rape, as it does not act as a deterrent. (Manjesh, 2020)

The BJP's charm offensive of nationalism can't mask the power play at hand. Rush-passed,
politically motivated bills threaten democratic principles from the outset. Hindi-only names
shield government aims, while reduced police oversight and the potential for fundamental
rights violations leave citizens exposed. In the Acts, offenses like murder and those against
women have been positioned after crimes such as treason and robbery, and there are claims
that this arrangement would be revised, prioritizing crimes against women and children in the
initial chapter of the new laws. This focus on the sequential order of provisions within the
legislation overshadows the more vital aspect—the content of the law itself. These laws battle
with democracy and such rushed implementation may create the view of anti-democratic
regimes at the central level. The central government should be careful as to how their actions
seem to the citizens, and that despite proper intentions, the established rules must be followed
so that the basic essence of our democracy is upheld.
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Religion in Indian Identity Politics

Niranjana Kundu
First Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0153

Although identity politics can be seen in a somewhat positive light as advocating for the
plight of a community; in India, the phrase more often than not has a negative connotation.
Indian constitutionalism itself accredits such parochial identities as caste in form of
affirmative action and reservation in representation. Dr. Ambedkar, the Father of the Indian
Constitution, himself was strongly in favour of positive discrimination. However, it is not
Constitutional parochialism that is anti-democratic, but its politicization and further
radicalization that has resulted in a negative view. Indian identity politics is seen to use caste,
class, sex, religion, and other markers of identity as a shield to promote parochial views and
agendas, detrimental to the health of democracy. Since the time leading to the partition of
1947 and the post- Independence period, owing to the still existing differences among various
religious groups, most infamously between the Hindus and the Muslims, multiple violent
conflicts like the 1969 Gujarat riots, 1984 Bhiwandi riots, 2002 Gujarat riots, 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots, have broken out; and what has simultaneously emerged is the practice of
banking upon such instances in the power play of politics. Out of the markers of identity thus,
religion seems to have the most volatile effect.

The redefinition of spatial boundaries on religious lines is an obvious outcome of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s success in the 2014 General Elections. In this schema, the constant
vilification of Muslim practices has been defined as a sudden outburst of Hindutva assertion.
However, such a simplistic conclusion cannot explain the emergence of religion as the
dominant template of politics. The ruling party has very close ties with Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangha (RSS), promoting the idea of a Hindu nation. As a result of such an
extreme form of nationalism, a survey by the Pew Research Centre concludes that the Indian
public has come to believe that it is “imperative to be Hindu to be ‘truly’ Indian.” (O’ Reilly,
2022)

In reality, though, the lives of both Hindus and Muslims are intertwined in political, social,

and economic spheres. When it comes down to a person’s daily life, each and everyone has to
depend on the other, irrespective of religion, for their survival. But with the onset of identity
politics, political parties intensify electoral competition by polarizing religions and sects.
Political Parties are more interested in proving the other party as manipulative and not in
proving how they will be better. Post-colonial India from the very beginning observed the
‘practice’ of politics that continues to place a high value on group struggle for state resources,
representation and proximity to power. This has manifested in the trend of vote-bank politics
which is an Indian reality. The AIADMK & DMK, for instance, is said to have a strong non-
Brahmin, anti-Hindi platform verging on Dravidian values.

The increasing Muslim demography has been weaponized by the ruling party to project an
Islamic takeover of Hindustan (Land of Hindus). The Muslims are in turn fed with the fear of
a hostile Hindu takeover of the country, with the expression of the Hindutva agenda. There
has also been a marked increase in purported instances of ‘Love Jihad’, viewing inter-
religious marriages between Muslim men and Hindu women as targeted acts of forceful
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conversion into Islam. There have also been instances of Muslims being targeted, merely on
the basis of their religious identity, leading to violent altercations. Muslim spaces are being
redefined as ‘mini-Pakistan’ and ‘terrorist hideouts’, while the Indian space is perceived in
overtly Hindu terms. In the beginning of 2022, the Bulli Bai case emerged where a virtual
mock auction of Muslim women was conducted with the intent of humiliation and
harassment, using photographs of prominent Muslim journalists and activists without their
consent. Such situations have further aggravated tensions between the two major religious
communities of India.

As religion continues to be exploited and used to influence the Indian masses, the country is
split into sections, with each section trying to project their problem as the national problem;
exhibiting their superiority over the others. The country continues to stray from the phrase
most popularly used to define India, “unity in diversity”.
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The Political Reality of Mandal 2.0

Tiasha Maity
Second Year (MPLS), Roll No. 0107

The unflinching October 2023 caste headcount by the Chief Minister Nitish Kumar-led Bihar
government has roused the risk of reification of caste identities. Inevitably, the pillars of
equality consolidating the constitutional claim of inclusivity, have started debilitating. The
vociferous survey has underscored that the Other Backward Classes (OBCs), which make up
a substantial 63.41 percent of the state’s total population of 13.07 crore, dwell at only 27
percent in terms of their reservation share (Rohmetra,2023). Since caste identities itself are
belligerent, the opposition parties have galvanized on the caste census to secure electoral
gains. Undoubtedly therefore, this historical errand of Bihar has opened a new chapter in the
traditional conflict between the BJP (which seeks to amalgamate all sections of Hindus into
one massive support base) and other parties, banking on different sections of the OBCs.
Nonetheless, ascendancy in the Hindi heartland states in the recently concluded Assembly
elections, have underpinned BJP's vote bank for the upcoming 2024 elections. Resultantly,
BJP’s electoral tactics of fusing caste identities into the Hindutva fold, has buttressed itself
against insecurities prevailing over caste assertion. In this context therefore, the functionality
and practicality of this overwhelmingly electoral caste survey of 2023 stands questionable.
However, the opposition stands firm on challenging the operational Hindutva Masterstroke
by harping on an All- India Caste Census. Consequently, Mandal-based parties like RJD,
JDU, etc. stand politically optimistic to reinvigorate the Mandal Politics of the 1990s. Taking
cue from the earlier wave of Mandalisation of Indian Politics, the opposition presently aims
to utilise this stick of ‘JaatiAadharitGanana’ to render BJP’s affirmative action policies
guestionable. Nevertheless, by evoking the discriminatory ‘caste’ facet as the election agenda,
the opposition ineluctably attempts to contradict India’s solemn promise of a casteless
society. In this context, Narendra Modi’s successful populist Hindu Nationalism, intended at
unifying polyglot India via religious particularities, definitely gives an edge to the ruling
dispensation. Modi’sHindutva ideology or Kamandal politics has reaped substantial
electoral and political benefits for BJP by rallying the non-Yadav OBCs in Bihar and non-
Jatav Dalits in Uttar Pradesh. Consequently, it disrupted the ‘politics of Yadavs' as
sanguinely professed by RJD and SP. Modi’s “politics of presence’ card overshadows the
‘caste populism’ of Mandal politics, and has been successfully augmenting the saffron party’s
support base among most social groups like Dalits (34% compared to 24% in 2014), OBCs
(12% compared to 7% in 2014), etc (Rohmetra,2023). Moreover, BJP’s workable equilibrium
between Hindutva ideology and context-specific moves, as evident in its strategic approach
towards Pasmanda Muslims, elaborates its ‘politics of professionalism’ (Ahmed, 2023) rather
than a divisive policy to disrupt Muslim unity. This, undeniably, gives leverage to the ruling
order over the opposition’s ‘politics of tactical underrepresentation’ (Ahmed, 2023) of
variegated colloquial castes like Dusadh, Chamar, Teli, Mallah and Dhanuk.

The opposition, or the Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance's (INDIA) rehash of
caste assertion on broader notions of welfare, accommodation and emancipation, is quite
appreciative an effort to revive its lost political prominence. Nonetheless, it should not
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obliterate the fact that the BJP’s socio-political mobilisation of lower castes during 2014 and
2019 had altered the caste calculus. Hence, it would not be incorrect to claim that BJP, via its
Hindu Populist Nationalism, is effectively tooled up to respond to any caste-based electoral
provocation. The BJP stands self-assured in terms of reaping the benefits of wooing the
women as a big constituency, nonetheless, its outright condemnation of Bihar’s ‘ganana’
accents a concealed fear. Further, by confining the ‘Nari Shakti VandanAdhiniyam’ to women
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes ‘only’, the Government has taken perilous turn for
itself. Additionally, Congress’s decisive mandate in Karnataka, Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra, etc, have palpably perplexed BJP. But it would be erroneous to claim that BJP is
intimidated because voting still occurs at the national and state levels very distinctly.

Hence, the Mandal-Kamandal antagonism will percolate in the 2024 elections, yet,
discontentment concerning CAA-NRC, Farm Laws, the Khalistani issue, etc., might emerge
as the prominent agendas frustrating the ruling dispensation’s vote bank. Given the status
quo, the BJP has been forging social coalitions with the numerically important caste groups
instead of relying solely on an ultra-nationalist sales-pitch. The bandwagon can proliferate by
harnessing narratives countering Modi, however solely relying on casteism might portray
them as underminers of secular democracy. Nonetheless, the BJP’s current victory in the
Hindi heartland has represented a setback for the INDIA alliance. The Assembly elections
highlight that Brand Modi is still impregnable and that voters seem to have rejected
Nationwide Caste Survey idea, initiated by Nitish Kumar. The results are a clear indication
that BJP will retain its OBCs base as people seem to be choosing stability over social strife.
Therefore, the political gamble might not be as facile as 2014 and 2019, because 2024 will
witness Mandal 2.0 versus Kamandal politics alongside other ground realities.
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The Revadi Deal Out: The Slippery Slope of the Freebie Culture

Alisha Khan
Third Year (PLSA), Roll No0.0115

“Nothing in the world don't ever come quite free.”
-Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, The Yearling (1938)

From the party to the government, the politician marches a long, arduous journey. In a multi-
party system like India, where politics and social relations animatedly shift dynamics at every
turn, the politicians-turned-candidates require to ‘market’ themselves and their parties
incessantly. As elections come and go, politicians and their parties come forth with their
exorbitant list of promises to the voters — extravagant efforts to sway the ballot. Ranging from
free electricity, free water and loan waivers to distribution of coloured televisions, gold and
even cheap liquor, every offer is meant to outbid those of the other.

Termed as ‘freebies’, the introduction of such largesse in election manifestos is not a new
phenomenon, but has been natural to Indian electioneering since the 1960s. The strategic
dominance of freebie offers in election campaigns and agendas have borne fruit, capturing the
imaginations of the voters successfully. Most Indians still fall in the low-income tier, with
little to no opportunities of income growth. Millions of Indians, even to this day, lie below
the poverty level(Kochhar, 2021). Such demography, which struggles each day to make ends
meet, would rather see swift and assured incentives rolled out to them than hear empty oaths
of economic growth, development and employment generation — painted visions of brighter
tomorrows that fail to see the light of day once votes have been canvassed.

Perhaps, the wait for better prospects — ‘the Indian Dream’ — in the wake of long-drawn and
laggard governmental initiatives offer little hope to the voters of their actualisation, wishing
for quicker results. In an economy of rising inflation, merit goods and lump sum amounts
secured to denting pockets as post-poll freebies act as consolation prizes awarded to citizens
when governments cannot deliver what they ought to. The voters, nonetheless, are made less
aware of their expendability post-elections.

The appeal of such gifts, however, often wanes when the gusto of fiery populism can no
longer be fueled by state resources. Venezuela under Chavez and Sri Lanka under Rajapaksha
have testified to this. Socialist Cuba has paid heavily for the same. Governments cannot
abandon fiscal prudence and sustainability to pursue popular mandate or ward off anti-
incumbency. The illusory tether between ‘good’ and ‘governance’ has never been more
fragile, more elusive to hold on to. Under the garb of welfare, freebies have drawn the
economy towards stagnation. Public finances which could surge capital formation and
investment have been diverted to fund freebies. Such freebies, though distributed with much
abandon, are more difficult to withdraw, often at the cost of public ire. The fiscal deficit rises
as a result, sending the stability of the economy on a downward spiral. For example, the
alarming rise in Punjab’s debt to GDP ratio can be attributed partly to heavy subsidisation by
the state government (Vasudeva, 2023). Other states are to follow suit if they continue to
tread the same path as Punjab.

In 2022, both the Supreme Court and the Prime Minister(the latter employing “Revadi” as a
metaphor for freebies dealt out) had voiced their concerns to this effect (Mathur, 2022). But,
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as state elections have drawn near, all parties, including the Bharatiya Janata Party, have not
shied away from this practice[Home Minister’s promise of free Ayodhya Temple visit in
Madhya Pradesh, pre-election as well as the launch of LadliBehenYojna and the
MahtariVandanaYojna guaranteeing monthly allowances to women post-polls in Madhya
Pradesh and Chattisgarh, respectively (Rohmetra, et al., 2023)]. Blurring the distinction
between welfare and freebies, the latter has been openly championed, despite being anything
but the former. No will has been shown, yet, by the Union or the Election Commission
(hereafter, EC) to address the issue effectively.

The Indian Constitution binds the EC to hold free and fair elections in the country. The
freebie culture via its ability to manipulate the voter base, therefore, is incongruent with the
very spirit of electoral integrity that the EC was ordained to sanctify.

Notwithstanding the detriment this freebie culture can lead to, to expect politicians and
parties to disband this winning mantra would be sheer naiveté. So long the ‘dangling carrot'
draws the citizen to the polling booth, the freebie culture would remain pervasive. Perhaps, it
is time for the voter to prove their merit to the politicians, their ability to discern the
pejorative from the propitious. Alas, everything has a price, though some are heftier.
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Unveiling Echoes: The Social Media Stranglehold on Palestinian

Voices In the Israel-Palestine Discourse

SannidhyaSen
Third Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0174.

In the ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict, the silencing of Palestinian voices, particularly by
Meta, the parent company of Instagram and Facebook, is a significant concern. A Human
Rights Watch report titled “Meta’s Broken Promises: Systemic Censorship of Palestine
Content on Instagram and Facebook” reveals systematic suppression since October 7,
contributing to a one-sided narrative favoring Israel. This 51-page report documents Meta’s
pattern of undue removal and suppression of protected speech, impacting expressions in
support of Palestine and debates on Palestinian human rights. Instances involving Palestinian
photojournalist MotazAzaiza and the permanent banning of Quds News Network’s Facebook
page exemplify the challenges faced by those highlighting Palestinian perspectives.
Shadowbanning on Instagram and adjustments to automated filters further contribute to this
censorship.

The troubling infringement on freedom of expression employs vague terms like “hate
speech,” disproportionately impacting Palestinian perspectives in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. This stifling of narratives challenging prevailing discourse raises concerns about
external pressures and their impact on open and diverse exchanges of ideas. The censorship
limits Palestinians’ ability to share experiences, contributing to a skewed representation of
the conflict. Beyond distorting realities on the ground, this imbalance impedes the pursuit of a
just and lasting resolution, necessitating a nuanced understanding of the complex issues at the
heart of this enduring conflict. Media’s role in shaping public perception becomes pivotal,
and the suppression of Palestinian voices results in a skewed portrayal where crucial aspects
of the Palestinian experience remain unheard. This not only marginalizes the Palestinian
perspective but also diminishes chances of fostering global empathy and understanding.

To address this, there is a pressing need for transparent content moderation policies
navigating geopolitical complexities while safeguarding the fundamental right to free
expression. The significance lies in fostering a more inclusive online space that respects
diverse perspectives and facilitates constructive dialogue on contentious issues like the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Undeniable power dynamics are at play in the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Israel, with its well-established infrastructure and global alliances, often has a louder
voice in international forums. This narrative dominance can overshadow the plight of
Palestinians, including issues of displacement, occupation, and restricted access to resources.
Lebanese activist Mohamad Safa, Chairman of the board of Patriotic Vision, accuses social
media platforms of censoring pro-Palestine content, attributing this censorship to the
influence of the Israeli Ministry of Strategic Affairs.

Safa criticizes social media algorithms for double standards, allowing a more diverse range of
voices from one side while contributing to the spread of misinformation and propaganda. He
highlights consistent closures of Palestinian publications and pro-Palestinian activist
accounts, attributing these actions to a silencing campaign orchestrated by the Israeli
Strategic Affairs Ministry.

Emphasizing the importance of free speech, Safa stresses that opposing Israel’s war crimes is
not antisemitism. He calls for an end to double standards, supporting free speech for some
while leading to censorship for others. Safa urges the protection of voices critical of Israel’s
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actions, emphasizing the ethical responsibility to speak up against oppression, threats, and
censorship. The consequences of silencing Palestinian voices extend beyond media
representation, impacting international discourse and leading to policies lacking a nuanced
understanding of the conflict’s root causes. The failure to consider perspectives and
grievances of all parties involved hinders the pursuit of a just and lasting solution.
Furthermore, the silencing has implications for public discourse, stifling open dialogue and
constructive engagement. Allowing only one narrative to flourish inhibits the exploration of
alternative solutions and undermines democratic principles and free speech. Support for
Israeli propaganda, a consequence of silencing Palestinian voices, in media coverage,
academic discourse, and public forums creates a distorted image reinforcing a binary
narrative oversimplifying this deeply complex conflict. Recognizing the legitimate grievances
and aspirations of both sides requires a more nuanced approach, acknowledging historical
context, international law, and human rights concerns.Efforts to rectify this imbalance should
prioritize amplifying Palestinian voices, distinguishing between perspectives from the West
Bank and Gaza. Recognizing nuanced dynamics in the Gaza conflict involving HAMAS and
civilians is crucial. Social media, independent journalism, and grassroots movements play
pivotal roles in disseminating information that challenges the status quo. Actively seeking
and amplifying narratives from both regions contributes to a more informed public discourse,
fostering an environment conducive to a just and equitable resolution.

In conclusion, the silencing of Palestinian voices in the Israel-Palestine conflict, considering
distinctions between the West Bank and Gaza, has far-reaching consequences beyond media
representation. It hinders the pursuit of a just and lasting solution by limiting understanding
of the complexities involved. It is our collective responsibility to actively listen, seek diverse
perspectives, and engage in dialogue, moving us closer to a more comprehensive and
empathetic understanding of this protracted conflict.
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CARICATURES




At the funera Iof conscience

At the Funeral of Conscience
Nayanita Rakshit, Third Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0185

For the People, From the People

For the People, From the People
Niranjana Kundu, First Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0153
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Inclusion sleeps, freebies lull : I
“arre bhai, aakhir kehna kya chahte ho?”

Inclusion Sleeps, Freebies Lull
Nayanita Rakshit, Third Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0185

Merry Christmas?
Ravi Xaxa, Third Year (PLSA), Roll No. 0143
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PatriANARCHY

PatriAnarchy

Anwesha Dey
Second Year (MPLS), Roll No. 0117

The Paradoxical Bystander

The Paradoxical Bystander of Violence

Adarsh Prasad
First Year (MPLS), Roll No. 0138
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