
Semester 7
Course Major
Paper Title Research Methods
No. of Credits 4
Theory / Practical / 
Composite

Theory

Minimum No. of 
preparatory hours per 
week a student has to 
devote

4

Number of Modules 2
Syllabus Module A 

● Introduction to Research
What is research: meaning, scope, and significance of 
research. Contrasting approaches to knowledge. 

● Research in Media
Introduction to media research. Different perspectives 
in media research. Basics of research design. 

● Research Ethics
Ethical considerations in conducting research. Integrity,
credibility, and responsibility of a researcher. 

● Academic Writing 
Principles of academic writing and structuring of 
argument. Understanding the ethics of writing: 
plagiarism and the use of AI in research.

Module B 
● Brief overview of the research process
● Qualitative and quantitative research methods–

Questionnaires, Interviews, focus groups, surveys,
Descriptive statistics, thematic analysis

● Sampling – Probability and Non-probability sampling, 
sample and population

● Literature review
The students are required to do the following works: fieldwork,
questionnaire preparation, collecting data, conducting 
interviews, sampling and surveys, and data analysis.  



Learning Outcomes 
Learning Outcomes:

● To prepare students for the final dissertation and teach 
them different research methods and tools. 

● Students will learn about various sampling methods.
● Students will get familiarised with academic writing 

and citation styles.
● Students will be introduced to ethics in research.
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Evaluation Theory: 70
CIA: 20+5
Attendance: 5

Paper Structure for 
end-of-semester Exam

Module I – 35 Marks
1 Question of 20 marks from an option of 2 questions
1 Question of 15 marks from an option of 2 questions

Module II – 35 Marks
2 Questions of 15 marks from an option of 2 questions
1 short note of 5 marks from an option of 2 questions
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