Semester VI
Course UG
Paper Code

Paper Title History of Gender in the Modern World
No. of Credits 4
Theory / Practical / Composite | Theory
Minimum No. of preparatory

hours per week a student has

to devote

Number of Modules 2
Syllabus

Module 1 (18 Lectures)
Unit 1

The Idea of Gender: Concepts and Theoretical Background

. Key Concepts- Sex, Gender, Masculinity, Femininity,
Androgenicity, Matriarchy, Patriarchy.

. Sexual division of Labour.

. Intersectional locations of Gender.

. Feminist Sociologist Theory — Harriet Martineau, Mirra
Komarovsky, Leela Dube (any two).

. Feminist Research Methodology- Marxist (Evelyn Reed,

Rosa Luxemburg), Liberal (Mary Wollstonecraft, Simone de
Beauvoir,), Postmodernist (Betty Friedan, Gayatri Chakrabarty
Spivak) (any two).

Unit 2
Interrogating & Engendering Institutions & Practices in India — A
General Overview (Any Two Topics)

. Engendering the Economic- Work, Labour, &
Development

. Engendering the Social- Kinship & Education

. Engendering the Political-Politics, Media & Culture

. Gender and Religion

Module 2 (18 Lectures)

Unit 3
Movements and Challenges in Modern India and Abroad: A
Gendered Perspective (Any Two)

. Women in the Indian Nationalist and Revolutionary
Movement

. Women, Ecology and Environment

. Global Feminism & Contemporary Trends - Locating the

Pride Movement.

Unit 4
Gender and Reproductive Justice
. Historicizing the Reproductive Rights Movement -

Contemporary Battles Over Abortion Access.




. Violation of and Violence Against Women.
. HIV/AIDS.

Learning Outcomes

This course aims to help students explore the various aspects of
gender studies, with a particular focus on critical thinking. It takes
a unique multidisciplinary approach that encourages students to
both 'construct' and 'deconstruct' theories and discourses related to
gender, particularly concerning women. The course supports
intersectional, interdisciplinary, and transnational teaching and
research, addressing the persistence of gendered power relations
and inequalities during periods of global transformation. Students
will be encouraged to express their ideas and thoughts to deepen
their understanding of gender through specific baseline studies
and case studies included in the syllabus.
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Evaluation

Theory

CIA:5+ Mid Sem:20+
Attendance: 5= 30
Semester Exam: 70

Paper Structure for
Theory Semester Exam

End Semester Exam: 70

Two modules of 35 marks each.

(3 questions of 5 marks from 5 options: 3X5=15

2 questions of 10 marks from 3 options: 2X10=20)




