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Module 1

I The Background:
The land and indigenous people: settlement and colonization by Europeans;
early colonial society and politics; indentured labour- White and Black
II Making of the Republic:
[a] Revolution Sources of conflict: Revolutionary groups, Ideology:
The War of Independence and its historical interpretations
[b] Processes and Features of Constitution making: Debates, Historical
interpretations.
III Evolution of AmericanDemocracy:
[a] Federalists: Jeffersonianism: Jacksonianism, Rise of political parties-;
judiciary-role of the Supreme Court
[b] Expansion of Frontier: Turner’s Thesis; Marginalization, displacement and
decimation of native Americans; Case histories of Tecumseh; Shawnee Prophet.
[c] Limits of democracy: Blacks and women.

Module 2

IV Early Capitalism:

[a] Beginnings of Industrialization.

[b] Immigrants and changing composition of Labour; Early Labour
Movements.

V The Agrarian South:

[a] Plantation economy.

[b] Slave Society and Culture: Slave resistance.

VI Ante Bellum Foreign Policy:

War of 1812: Monroe Doctrine: Manifest Destiny.
VII Civil War:

[a] Abolitionism and Sectionalism.

[b] Issues and interpretations,

[c] Rise of Republicanism, Emancipation and Lincoln
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